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2300 Glades Road, Suite 410W●Boca Raton, Florida 33431 
Phone: (561) 571-0010●Toll-free: (877) 276-0889●Fax: (561) 571-0013 

October 10, 2023 

Board of Supervisors 
Miami World Center Community Development District 

Dear Board Members: 

The Board of Supervisors of the Miami World Center Community Development District will hold 
a Regular Meeting on October 17, 2023 at 11:30 a.m., at the Caoba Sales Center Management 
Office, 698 NE 1st Ave., G188, Miami, Florida 33132.  The agenda is as follows: 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Public Comments 

3. Consideration of Responses to RFP for Security Services 

A. Affidavit of Publication 

B. RFP Package 

C. Respondent(s): 

 I. Allied Universal Security Services 

 II. SFM Security 

D. Evaluation Matrix/Ranking 

E.  Award of Contract 

4. Ratification of Jones Lang Lasalle Americas, Inc., Third Amendment to Property 
Management Services Agreement  

5. Discussion: Amendment to Property Management Services Agreement 

6. Acceptance of Unaudited Financial Statements as of August 31, 2023 

7. Approval of July 18, 2023 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes 

8. Staff Reports 

A. District Counsel: Billing, Cochran, Lyles, Mauro & Ramsey, P.A. 
  

ATTENDEES: 
Please identify yourself each 
time you speak to facilitate 
accurate transcription of 
meeting minutes. 
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• Memorandum Regarding 2023 Legislative Update 

B. District Engineer: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 

C. Operations Manager: Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. 

D. District Manager: Wrathell, Hunt and Associates, LLC 

• UPCOMING MEETING DATES:  

➢ November 7, 2023 at 11:00 AM [Landowners’ Meeting (the Board 
is not required to attend)] 

➢ November 21, 2023 at 11:30 AM [Regular Meeting] 

o QUORUM CHECK 

SEAT 1 JOHN CHISTE  IN PERSON  PHONE  NO 

SEAT 2 PETER BROWN  IN PERSON  PHONE  NO 

SEAT 3 JARED BOUSKILA  IN PERSON  PHONE  NO 

SEAT 4 JOE DICRISTINA  IN PERSON  PHONE  NO 

SEAT 5 CORA DIFIORE  IN PERSON  PHONE  NO 

9. Public Comments 

10. Adjournment 

Should you have any questions, please contact me directly at (561) 909-7930. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Rom 
District Manager 

 

FOR BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF TO ATTEND BY TELEPHONE 

CALL-IN NUMBER: 1-888-354-0094 
PARTICIPANT PASSCODE: 528 064 2804 
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Publication Date Subcategory 

2023-09-06 Miscellaneous Notices 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

NOTICE OF SOLICITATION FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS ("RFP") 

SECURITY SERVICES 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 

Notice is hereby given that the Miami World Center Community Development District (the "District") requests 

proposals to provide SECURITY SERVICES ("RFP") for the District, including general security services, roving 

guard services and monitoring of security cameras within the Security Operating Center. 

The proposal documents may be obtained electronically by emailing Daphne Gillyard at 

gillyardd@whhassociates.com, with a copy to Fernando Perez at Fernando.Perez@jll.com and Daniel Rom at 

romd@whhassociates.com, beginning Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 

Firms desiring to provide services for this project must provide one (1) original, unbound hard copy and one 

(1) electronic copy (flash drive) of the required proposal no later than 12:00 p.m., on Mofiday, October 9, 2023 

to the office of the District Manager, Wrath ell, Hunt & Associates, LLC, 2300 Glades Rd., Suite 41 OW, Boca 

Raton, FL 33431 . The envelope must be sealed and marked "Security Services RFP Miami World Center 

Community Development District." Proposals received after the time and date stipulated above will be 

returned unopened to the Proposer. Proposals will be opened publicly on Monday, October 9, 2023 at 12:00 

p.m., at the address listed above. 

No facsimile, telephonic, electronic, or telegraphic submittals will be accepted. Proposals received after the 

scheduled date and time for submittal shall not be considered in the District's discretion, but may be claimed 

by the owner within ten (10) calendar days of the submittal deadline; or if not retrieved within the 

aforementioned timeframe, may be destroyed by the District. 

In order to submit a proposal, each proposer must (1) be authorized to do business in Florida, hold all required 

state and federal licenses, including those required by Miami-Dade County, and be in good standing; and (2) 

have at least five (5) years' experience with commercial and residential property security programs, including 

camera monitoring and roving guard services. All proposers should acquire a copy of the Proposal prior to the 

pre-proposal meeting, scheduled to be held on Monday, September 25, 2023 at 9:00 a.m., at 698 NE 1st 

Avenue, Suite Gl 88, Miami, FL, on the exterior of the building. Copies of the Proposal will not be available at 

that meeting. The District reserves the right in its sole discretion to make changes to the Proposal up until the 

time of the proposal opening, and to provide notice of such changes only to those proposers who have 

requested a Proposal. 

If reasonable accommodations are needed for participation in any proposal meeting, please call the District 

Manager, Daniel Rom, at (877) 276-0889 at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance. 

Ranking of proposers will be made in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Evaluation Criteria Sheet 

contained within the RFP. The District reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, with or without cause, 

to waive minor technical errors and informalities, or to accept the proposal which, in its judgment, is in the 

best interest of the District. District shall not request documentation of or consider a proposer's social, 

political, or ideological interests when determining if the proposer is a responsible proposer. 

Any and all questions relative to this RFP shall be only directed in writing to Fernando Perez at 

Fernando.Perez@jll.com and Daniel Rom at romd@whhassociates.com. Questions must be submitted on or 

before 5:00 p.m., Monday, October 2, 2023. 

Miami World Center Community Development District 

Daniel Rom, District Manager 

9/ 6 23-14/ 0000681109M 

mailto:romd@whhassociates.com
mailto:Fernando.Perez@jll.com
mailto:romd@whhassociates.com
mailto:Fernando.Perez@jll.com
mailto:gillyardd@whhassociates.com
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SECTION 1: NOTICE OF SOLICITATION 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

NOTICE OF SOLICITATION FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (“RFP”)  

SECURITY SERVICES 

Miami, Florida 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Miami World Center Community Development District (the "District") requests proposals 

to provide SECURITY SERVICES (”RFP”) for the District,  including  general security services, roving guard services 

and  monitoring of security cameras within the Security Operating Center.  

 

The proposal documents may be obtained electronically by emailing Daphne Gillyard at gillyardd@whhassociates.com, 

with a copy to Fernando Perez at Fernando.Perez@jll.com and Daniel Rom at romd@whhassociates.com, beginning 

Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Firms desiring to provide services for this project must provide one (1) original, unbound hard copy and one (1) electronic 

copy (flash drive) of the required proposal no later than 12:00 p.m., on Monday, October 9, 2023 to the office of the District 

Manager, Wrathell, Hunt & Associates, LLC, 2300 Glades Rd., Suite 410W, Boca Raton, FL 33431.  The envelope must 

be sealed and marked “Security Services RFP – Miami World Center Community Development District.”  Proposals 

received after the time and date stipulated above will be returned unopened to the Proposer. Proposals will be opened 

publicly on Monday, October 9, 2023 at 12:00 p.m., at the address listed above. 

 

No facsimile, telephonic, electronic, or telegraphic submittals will be accepted. Proposals received after the scheduled date 

and time for submittal shall not be considered in the District’s discretion, but may be claimed by the owner within ten (10) 

calendar days of the submittal deadline; or if not retrieved within the aforementioned timeframe, may be destroyed by the 

District. 

 

In order to submit a proposal, each proposer must (1) be authorized to do business in Florida, hold all required state and 

federal licenses, including those required by Miami-Dade County, and be in good standing; and (2) have at least five (5) 

years’ experience with commercial and residential property security programs, including camera monitoring and roving 

guard services. All proposers should acquire a copy of the Proposal prior to the pre-proposal meeting, scheduled to be held 

on Monday, September 25, 2023 at 9:00 a.m., at 698 NE 1st Avenue, Suite G188, Miami, FL on the exterior of the building. 

Copies of the Proposal will not be available at that meeting. The District reserves the right in its sole discretion to make 

changes to the Proposal up until the time of the proposal opening, and to provide notice of such changes only to those 

proposers who have requested a Proposal. 

 

If reasonable accommodations are needed for participation in any proposal meeting, please call the District Manager, 

Daniel Rom, at (877) 276-0889 at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance. 

 

Ranking of proposers will be made in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Evaluation Criteria Sheet contained 

within the RFP.  The District reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, with or without cause, to waive minor 

technical errors and informalities, or to accept the proposal which, in its judgment, is in the best interest of the District. 

District shall not request documentation of or consider a proposer’s social, political, or ideological interests when 

determining if the proposer is a responsible proposer.      

 

Any and all questions relative to this RFP shall be only directed in writing to Fernando Perez at Fernando.Perez@jll.com 

and Daniel Rom at romd@whhassociates.com.  Questions must be submitted on or before 5:00 p.m., Monday, October 2, 

2023.  

 

Miami World Center Community Development District 

Daniel Rom, District Manager 
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SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 INTRODUCTION: 

Miami World Center Community Development District (the “District”) is a mixed-use development 

located north of NE 6th St, east of North Miami Avenue, south of NE 10th Street and west of NE 2nd 

Avenue in the City of Miami, in Miami-Dade County, Florida. The District spans approximately 23 acres 

comprising of approximately 420,000 square feet of retail, 200,000 square feet of office, 650 hotel units 

and 3,000 residential units. 

 

The District seeks a security services company to provide safety and security within the boundaries of the 

District, as noted on the attached District Map (Section 5.C.) 

 

All security services personnel shall be courteous, patient and respectful to all persons as a part of providing 

security services in the District. The District expects all security personnel to be alert and safety conscious 

and cooperative with the businesses, residents, property owners and general public of the District.  
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SECTION 3: INSTRUCTIONS TO PROPOSERS 

 

3.1  PERIOD OF AGREEMENT 

The term of this agreement is anticipated to be from January 7, 2024 through January 6, 2025 or as agreed 

upon for a multi-year contract.   

 

3.2 SUBMISSION OF PROPOSAL:  

Firms desiring to provide services for this project must provide one (1) original, unbound hard copy and 

one (1) electronic copy (flash drive) of the required proposal no later than 12:00 p.m., on Monday, 

October 9, 2023, in a sealed envelope, to the office of the District Manager, Wrathell, Hunt & Associates, 

LLC, 2300 Glades Rd., Suite 410W, Boca Raton, FL 33431.  The envelope must be marked “Security 

Services RFP – Miami World Center Community Development District”.  Proposals received after the time 

and date stipulated above will be returned unopened to the Proposer.  If the proposal is sent through the 

mail or other delivery system, the sealed envelope shall be enclosed in a separate envelope with the notation, 

RESPONSE TO MIAMI WORLD CENTER CDD PROPOSAL on the front.   

 

Proposals received after the time and date stipulated above will be returned unopened to the Proposer.  

Proposals will be opened on Monday, October 9, 2023 at 12:15 p.m., at the address listed above.   

Proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud at the appointed time and place stated in the Notice of 

Solicitation.  The District representative whose duty it is to open the proposals will decide when the 

specified time has arrived, and any proposals received after the closing time will not be considered.  No 

responsibility will be attached to any District representative for the premature opening of a proposal not 

properly addressed and identified.  Proposers or their authorized agents are invited to be present. 

 

3.3 INSTRUCTIONS TO PROPOSERS 

a. PRE-PROPOSAL MEETING: One pre-proposal meeting will be held on Monday, 

September 25, 2023 at 9:00 a.m., at 698 NE 1st Avenue, Suite G188, Miami, FL, on the 

exterior of the building.  This pre-proposal meeting is not mandatory.  Anyone planning on 

attending this pre-proposal meeting should contact the General Manager, Fernando Perez at 

(786) 769-0128 or Fernando.Perez@.jll.com in advance of the meeting.   

b. TITLE PAGE: The title page showing the RFP subject, proposer’s name, contact name, 

address and telephone number, and the date of the proposal.   

c. TABLE OF CONTENTS: The detailed proposal shall follow the order set forth in each 

section of this RFP.   

a. TRANSMITTAL LETTER: A signed letter of transmittal briefly stating the proposer’s 

 understanding  of the contractual needs, commitment to perform the work within the time 

 period, and a statement of why the proposer believes its firm to be the most qualified.  

b. BACKGROUND: Briefly describe the educational background and professional experience 

 of the firm owners, supervisors or key employees assigned to this project.  

c. REFERENCES: List similar contracts for Community Development Districts and other 

 governmental security services held by your firm and other similar security services being 

 provided now or formerly provided of a similar size and nature of the District property.  List 

 at least one (1) person for each such contract that is knowledgeable about your work and 

 who may be contacted by District representatives.  Provide telephone numbers for 

 these contacts.  
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d. QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PROPOSER: The contract, if awarded, will only be awarded 

 to a responsible person or company who is qualified by experience to do the work specified 

 herein.  The proposer shall submit satisfactory evidence of experience in similar work and 

 show that it is fully prepared with the necessary organization, capital, and equipment to 

 complete the work to the satisfaction of the District. 

e. SIGNATURE ON THE PROPOSAL: In addition to executing all forms, affidavits, and 

 acknowledgments for which signature and notary blocks are provided, the proposer must 

 correctly sign all District forms, the Acknowledgment of Receipt, Proposal Signature Form 

 and notary blocks which are provided.  If the proposal is submitted by an individual, that 

 person's name and business address shall be shown.  If submitted by a partnership, the name 

 and business address of an authorized member of the firm or partnership shall be shown. If 

 submitted by a corporation, the person signing the proposal shall show the name of the state 

 under the laws of which the corporation was chartered.  In addition, the proposal shall bear 

 the seal of the corporation.  Anyone signing the proposal as agent shall provide legal 

 evidence of the authority to do so.   

f. FAMILIARITY WITH THE DISTRICT:  Each proposer, by and through the submission of 

 a proposal, agrees that he shall be held responsible for having heretofore examined the 

 physical boundaries of the District in which security services are to be provided and also an 

 understanding of the District’s security camera system and for having satisfied himself from 

 his own personal knowledge and experience or professional advice as to the conditions 

 and location of the site and equipment.,  

g. FAMILIARITY WITH THE LAW: The proposer is assumed to be familiar with all federal, 

 state, and local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations that in any manner affect the security 

 services to be provided to the District.  Ignorance on the part of the proposer will in no way 

 relieve it from responsibility. 

h. PROPOSAL LIMIT: No proposer shall submit more than one proposal.  Proposer shall be 

 disqualified and their proposal rejected if the District has reason to believe that collusion 

 may exist among proposers, the proposer has defaulted on any previous contract or is in 

 arrears on any existing contract, or for failure to demonstrate proper licensure and business 

 organization. 

i. INTERPETATIONS AND ADDENDA: All questions about the meaning or intent of the 

proposal documents are to be directed in email to: Operations Manager, Fernando Perez at 

Fernando.Perez@jll.com.  Interpretations or clarifications considered necessary by the 

Operations Manager in response to such questions will be issued by Addenda e-mailed or 

otherwise delivered to all parties recorded as having received the proposal documents 

(“potential proposers”).  Only questions answered by formal written Addenda will be 

binding. No interpretations will be given verbally. All questions and answers will be 

distributed to all potential proposers.  The final date “cut-off” for questions will be 5:00 

p.m. EST on Monday, October 2, 2023.   

j. MODIFICATION AND WITHDRAWAL: Proposals may be modified or withdrawn by an 

 appropriate document duly executed and delivered to the place where proposals are to be 

 submitted at any time prior to the time and date the proposals are due.  No proposals may be 

 withdrawn after opening for a period of sixty (60) days. 

k. PROPOSAL FORM: All blanks on proposal forms must be completed in ink or typewritten.  

 The proposal shall contain an acknowledgment of receipt of all Addenda (the numbers of 

 which must be provided on the Acknowledgment Form).  In making its proposal, each 
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 proposer represents that it has read and understands the Proposal and that the proposal 

 is made in accordance therewith, including verification of the contents of the Proposal.  

 Failure to supply any requested information and submit fully completed forms may result in 

 disqualification.  The District reserves the right to request additional information if 

 clarification is necessary. 

l. BASIS OF AWARD/RIGHT TO REJECT: The District reserves the right to reject any and  

all proposals, make modifications to the work, and waive any informalities or irregularities 

 in proposals, as it is deemed appropriate. The District shall not request 

documentation of or consider a vendor’s social, political, or ideological interests when 

determining if the proposer is a responsible proposer in accordance with Section 287.05701, 

Florida Statutes.   

m. CONTRACT AWARD AND SERVICE AGREEMENT TERM: Within fourteen (14) days 

of receipt of the Notice of Award of the District contract, or as otherwise extended by the 

District, the proposer shall enter into and execute a contract in substantially the form 

included within the Proposal. The proposer is expected to commence work on or about 

 January 7, 2024 or such other date that is designated by the District, which date shall 

be fixed in the District’s sole discretion.  Any services provided and any cost incurred by 

the proposer prior to receiving the Notice of Award will be at the proposer’s risk unless 

specifically agreed to in writing by the District. 

n. INSURANCE: The proposer shall include a current Certificate of Insurance detailing the 

 company's insurance coverage.  A sample certificate is included as an attachment to the 

 Basic Organization Information Form. In the event a proposer is notified of award, it shall 

 provide proof of insurance coverage, as stated in the Contract Form provided herein, within 

 fourteen (14) calendar days after notification of the Notice of Award, or within such 

 approved extended period as  the District may grant.  Failure to provide proper proof of 

 insurance coverage shall constitute a default and the contract will be awarded to the next 

 ranked proposer. 

o. INDEMNIFICATION: The successful proposer shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the 

 District and the District Manager, from and against all claims, damages, costs and losses 

 arising, in whole or in part, from proposer’s negligence or breach of contract, as more fully 

 set forth in the Contract form, provided herein. 

p. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY: Nothing herein shall be construed as or constitute a waiver 

 of District’s limitations on liability contained in section 768.28, Florida Statutes, or other 

 statute or law. 

q. EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS:  The proposals shall be ranked based on the criteria 

 presented in the evaluation criteria sheet(s), contained within the Proposal. Cost will 

 be one factor used in determining the proposal that is in the best interest of the District, but 

 the District explicitly reserves the right to make such award to other than the lowest cost 

 proposal.  The District’s Board of Supervisors shall review and evaluate the proposals and 

 make any final determination with respect to the award of a final contract that is in 

 the best interests of the District.  Proposals may be held for a period not to exceed 90 days 

 from the date of proposal opening for the purposes of reviewing the proposals and 

 investigating the qualifications of the proposers, prior to executing a contract 

 agreement. During this time, all provisions of the submitted proposal must be in effect, 

 including pricing.  
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r. BLACK OUT PERIOD/CONE OF SILENCE.  The blackout period is defined as between 

 the time the RFP is issued and the time the Board awards the contract.  During this 

 black out period, any attempt to influence the thinking of staff or officials related  to a 

 solicitation for goods or services, in person, by mail, by facsimile, by telephone, by 

 electronic mail, or by any other means of communication, will result in disqualification of 

 their award and/or contract.  This does not apply to pre-solicitation conferences, contract 

 negotiations, or communications with staff not concerning this solicitation. 

s. PRICING.  Proposers shall submit their price information on the supplied forms with all 

 blank spaces completed. Proposers shall also sign the required forms. Each line item shall 

 be clearly stated and cover all charges including incidental expenses, applicable taxes, 

 insurance, overhead and profit. Proposers will not be allowed to make any substitutions in 

 quantities or frequencies during the proposal process. Proposers shall guarantee  that their 

 pricing shall not increase throughout the term of the contract agreement executed. 

t. MANDATORY AND PERMISSIVE REQUIREMENTS.  Notwithstanding anything else 

 within the Proposal, the only mandatory requirements of this Proposal are that  each 

 proposer must be authorized to do business in Florida, and hold all required local, state 

 and federal licenses in good standing.  All other requirements set forth in the Project 

 Manual shall be deemed “permissive,” in that a proposer’s failure to meet any 

 requirement described in mandatory terms such as “shall,” “will,” “mandatory,” or 

 similar language does not automatically disqualify the proposer’s proposal, but instead 

 in the Board’s discretion may result in the disqualification of a proposal or 

 alternatively may be taken into account in the evaluation and scoring of the proposal.   

u. REFERENCE TERMS:  Any headings in this document are for the purposes of reference 

 only and shall not limit or otherwise affect the meaning thereof.  Any reference to gender 

 shall be construed to include all genders, firms, partnerships and corporations.  References 

 in the singular shall be construed to include the plural and references in the plural shall be 

 construed to include the singular.  Any reference to the “District” shall be construed to refer 

 to the Miami World Center Community Development District and the District shall be the 

 authority for all matters concerning the District and the District’s resulting contract.    

v. ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:  No additional terms and conditions included 

 with the proposal response shall be evaluated or considered and any and all such additional 

 terms and conditions shall have no force and effect and are inapplicable to the proposal.  If 

 submitted either purposefully through intent or design or inadvertently appearing separately 

 in transmitting letters, specifications, literature, price lists or warranties, it is understood and 

 agreed the general and special conditions in this solicitation are the only conditions 

 applicable to this proposal and the proposer’s authorized signature affixed to the proposal 

 attests to this. 

w. E-VERIFY:  Contractor will be required to utilize the U.S. Department of Homeland 

 Security’s E-Verify system to verify the employment eligibility of all employees hired 

 by Contractor utilized and under the term of the contract. 
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SECTION 4: HOURS OF OPERATION 

 

4.1 Miami World Center Community Development District Areas 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. (Holidays included) 
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SECTION 5: SCOPE OF SERVICES  

A. PROPOSAL SPECIFICATIONS 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the District has directed its staff to obtain proposals for the Security Services 

Contract to be performed on the Miami World Center property in Miami, Florida.   

 

DEFINITIONS 

 

Contractor: Entity desirous of providing services as set forth in this proposal specification 

 

District:  Miami World Center Community Development District  

 

Manager/Supervisor: Officer or other employee of the Contractor who shall be responsible for the overall 

services provided under this contract 

 

Officer/Guard: Uniformed employees of the Contractor assigned to the Property 

 

Property:  All property under the governance of the District 

 

Shift Supervisor: Officer or other employee of the Contractor who shall be on site at the Property 

 providing oversight of other Contractor personnel during a specific work shift 

 

EMPLOYEES 

 

All persons performing services on Contractor’s behalf shall be employees of the Contractor, which is an 

independent Contractor with respect to the District.  The Contractor shall pay all wages, salaries, and 

employment benefits, as well as all social security taxes, federal and state unemployment insurance and any 

similar taxes relating to such employees.  Contractor shall furnish, at its sole expense, all uniforms, 

equipment, and related training necessary for performance of all Contractor’s obligations. 

 

The Contractor shall agree that the security services to be provided under the contract shall be performed 

in accordance with generally accepted security practices and standards.  The Contractor also shall agree that 

upon request of the District, it will reassign any of its employees who, in the sole opinion of the District, 

are not satisfactory.  All Officers employed by the Contractor to perform services shall be bonded or covered 

by fidelity insurance provided by the Contractor at its sole expense.  See Schedule A for further 

requirements. 

 

PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS 

 

The Contractor shall furnish properly equipped personnel to perform the following functions: 

• Roving Security Guards, responsible for patrolling all areas of the District.  Positions and areas 

are outlined in Section 5.  

• Security Operating Center (“SOC”) officers, responsible for monitoring cameras within the 

District and communicating effectively with the roving guards to proactively handle situations.  

Positions and areas outlined in Section 5.  Security Operating Center officers must be familiar 
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with the District’s computer system, camera software, and all equipment inside of the SOC. 

Contractor shall provide SOC officers with thorough training on computer interface, software, 

equipment and programs, as all SOC officers are expected to be experts with these systems.  

• One Manager/Supervisor.  The Contractor shall be responsible for the direct supervision of all 

personnel assigned to the property.  The Manager/Supervisor shall be available at all reasonable 

times to report to and to confer with representatives of the District as designated by the Board 

of Supervisors with respect to services provided.  The Manager/Supervisor shall visit the service 

site weekly to provide guidance and training to the Officers/Guards. 

• The Contractor shall provide additional temporary personnel as requested by the District from 

time to time.  The District shall provide adequate notice (to be determined through discussion 

with the contractor when the contract is awarded).  The cost of such temporary personnel should 

be no greater than that of other personnel assigned to the property.  Emergency requests shall be 

addressed on a case-by-case basis. 

 

SERVICE REQUIREMENTS 

 

• The Contractor shall be responsible for the recruiting, screening, testing, investigation, training, 

and supervision of its employees. 

• The Contractor, in conjunction with the District, shall develop post orders for each staff role.  

They   will include, but not be limited to: reporting of incidents, maintenance observations and 

camera monitoring. 

• Any unusual incidents or hazardous conditions observed as further defined herein shall be 

reported to the Operations Manager immediately. 

• At the end of each shift, incident reports shall be prepared noting all incidents or hazardous 

conditions observed within the property.  These reports shall be maintained at the Security 

Operating Center for a minimum period of 30 days. 

• At the end of every shift, each Officer shall prepare an activity report detailing the day’s 

activities.  

• The Contractor shall maintain sufficient trained staff to be able to ensure filling the specified 

positions and tours of duty during vacations, holidays and normal turnover of personnel. 

• The Contractor shall perform such other duties as are mutually agreed upon by the parties and 

are reduced to writing. 

 

TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

 

The Contractor shall provide specific information on the job training and education programs for new 

employees, as well as refresher training programs for all employees.  

 

The specific information should list such training programs as CPR, standard first aid, county traffic control, 

on-site training, security techniques, new hire training and periodic refresher training.  Please include the 

number of hours required to complete each training function.  This training shall be non-billable.  All basic 

Officer and site-specific training must be completed prior to an Officer being assigned to a duty station on 
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the Property without an experienced Officer already assigned to the Property present or without the 

Manager/Supervisor present.  The Contractor shall provide the names of any professional organizations or 

certification programs in which the company participates.   

 

SCREENING EMPLOYEES 

 

The Contractor shall submit the screening procedures used when hiring employees.  If awarded the contract, 

the Contractor shall provide to the District upon request, detailed reports including copies of training 

programs completed, test scores as applicable or appropriate, and background information for Officers 

assigned to the Property. 

 

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Contractor shall provide copies of state and local licenses, permits, and any required approvals or 

registrations. 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

The Contractor shall provide names, addresses, and phone numbers of at least three (3) references, 

preferably located in the area and having properties similar in nature to District’s property.  Also, Contractor 

shall provide the names of two (2) former accounts for which services were provided in the past five years, 

if applicable.  Please include an explanation as to the reason the contracts were not renewed. 

 

ASSIGNABILITY OF CONTRACT 

 

The Contractor awarded the contract shall not sell, transfer, or assign the contract to another party, except 

by the written approval of the District. 

 

INTENDED USE 

 

The purpose and content of the proposal specifications are to provide the best service attainable based upon 

the standards set forth by the District.  Therefore, these specifications will become part of the contractual 

agreement.  However, these proposal specifications are not intended to be a contract and, in the event of 

any conflict between the terms of the specifications and the contract, the terms of the contract will prevail. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Provide a list of CURRENT client contracts.  

 

Provide the number of current employees who perform such duties as specified herein.  Provide the annual 

turnover rate for such employees. 
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SCHEDULE A – REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL OFFICERS 

 

All Contractors’ employees providing services or having duties as set forth in this proposal specification 

shall:  

 

1. Possess one of the following: 

• A high school diploma or GED equivalent and three (3) years compatible work experience 

• graduate of accredited college or university with a degree or concentration in criminal 

justice, police science or security administration 

• law enforcement training such as retired or former law enforcement officer in good standing, 

corrections officer, Federal officer, police academy graduate 

• career military, military elite forces or military police 

 

2. Have submitted to a pre-hire background investigation prior to assignment on the Property and 

continuing on an annual basis, which shall include but not be limited to an FBI fingerprint check, 

FDLE check, local law enforcement check, out of state records check at places of residence or 

employment back to age 18, driver’s license check, credit check, prior employment 

check/verification and personal reference check. 

  

3. Have submitted to a clinical drug test annually and be clean of any illegal drugs, as well as having 

no alcohol or substance dependence. 

 

4. Possess: 

a) Good general health without physical defects, which would interfere with the fulfillment of 

his or her duties 

b) Binocular vision correctable with glasses to read all normal correspondence without further 

magnification 

c) Ability to discriminate standard colors 

d) Hearing capability in the normal range 

e) Ability to stand or walk for extended periods 

f) Ability to climb stairs 

g) Ability to read, write and speak English clearly 

 

5 Be well groomed and shall not be permitted to smoke while on duty. 

 

6. In addition to the requirements for all Officers, rover patrol Officers shall have CPR, first aid 

and AED training and be trained in writing citations and reports.   

 

Written evidence of any checks required above shall be provided to the District upon request. 
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SECTION 5: SCOPE OF SERVICES  

B. STAFF PLAN  

 

The Contractor shall provide personnel to satisfy the following labor positions. The Contractor should 

also provide equipment required for personnel, as outlined below: 

 

Labor Positions 

Note: the District may require additional Guard or Rover positions scheduled, as necessary, for special 

events.  This will be addressed accordingly between the District and Contractor. 

Component Days Hours per Day Total Weekly Hours 

Manager/Supervisor On Call – Salary N/A N/A 

SOC Guard #1 7 24 168 

SOC Guard #2 7 24 168 

Rover #1* 7 24 168 

Rover #2 7 24 168 

Rover #3 2 (Saturday/Sunday) 8 16 

Rover #4 Holidays (6)** 8 TBD 

 

*Includes approximately an 8-hour shift from the Shift Supervisor 

**New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day  

 

Equipment 

• Contractor must provide the following equipment: One (1) Golf Cart 

• Cell Phones(s) as needed. The District shall provide five (5) radios available for use. 

• Uniforms  

• Security checkpoint reporting system  
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C. DISTRICT MAP 

 

Note: Interior include: 

• Security Operating Center 

• Equipment Room 

• Public Bathroom   
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SECTION 6: EVALUATION CRITERIA SHEET 

 

Request for Proposals 

 

SECURITY SERVICES 

 

 

For the benefit of the respondents, the Board of Supervisors will utilize the criteria below during the 

selection process.  The criteria are ordered from most important to least important in descending order. 

 

 

 

Factor Description Points 

1. 

Cost 

Cost Proposal will be evaluated using the following formula: 

 

(Lowest Proposed Cost / Proposer’s Cost) X 30 = Total Cost Points 

 

30 

2. 

Personnel Qualifications 

Qualifications of staff, adequacy of labor commitment, training programs, and quality 

management programs for staff that are going to be assigned under this contract. 

Stability and strength of contractor. Ability to respond to Owner representatives in a 

professional, timely, reliable manner.  

 

30 

3. 

Security Services Experience 

Contractual and technical experience in performing work of similar size and scope; 

experience working with community development districts or governmental agencies. 

 

20 

4. 

Proposal Presentation 

Completeness of response in accordance with RFP instructions and requirements.  

Proposal is neat and professional in appearance. 

 

10 

5. 

Computer, Camera Software, and Equipment Experience  

Staff technological experience with computers, camera software and equipment inside 

of a Security Operating Center. Staff ability and knowledge to use this equipment along 

with smart phones and email to process daily status and incident reports.  

 

10 

TOTAL  100 

 

Once proposals are received for the District, the District’s Board of Supervisors will review each 

submittal related to the District and score each proposal based on the evaluation criteria, information 

provided in response to reference checks, and any other information available to the District and permitted 

to be used under law.  The District’s award will be based on the proposal that is most advantageous to the 

District.   
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The District also reserves the right to seek clarification from prospective firms on any issue in a response 

for the District, invite specific firms for site visits or oral presentations, or take any action it feels 

necessary to properly evaluate the submissions and construct a solution in the District’s best interest.  

Failure to submit the requested information or required documentation as outlined in the RFP instructions 

may result in the lessening of the proposal score or the disqualification of the proposal response. 

 

Do not attempt to contact any District Board member, staff member or any person other than the 

appointed staff for questions relating to this RFP.  Anyone attempting to lobby District representatives 

will be disqualified. 
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SECTION 7: BASIC ORGANIZATION INFORMATION  

(to be completed by Proposer) 

 

 

DATE SUBMITTED     , 202  

 

1. Proposer          

   Company Name  

        ____ an Individual 

        ____ a Limited Liability Company 

        ____ a Limited Liability Partnership 

        ____ a Partnership 

        ____ a Corporation 

        ____ a Subsidiary Corporation 

2. Proposer’s Address 

 

Street Address             

 

P.O. Box (if any)            

 

City        State___________   Zip Code     

 

Telephone:         Fax        

 

1st Contact Name      Title       

 

2nd Contact Name      Title       

 

3.  Parent Company Name (if applicable)         

 

4. Parent Company Address (if different): 

 

Street Address             

 

P.O. Box (if any)            

 

City        State___________   Zip Code     

 

Telephone:         Fax        

 

1st Contact Name      Title       

 

2nd Contact Name      Title       

 

5. List the location of the Proposer's office which would perform the District work. 
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Street Address             

P.O. Box (if any)            

 

City        State       Zip Code     

 

Telephone:         Fax        

 

1st Contact Name      Title       

 

2nd Contact Name      Title       

 

6. If the Proposer is a corporation, is it incorporated in the State of Florida?  

Yes (  ) No (  )  

 

6.1 Does the Proposer have a Federal Employer Identification number (FEIN)?  

 

Yes (  ) No (  )   FEIN:       

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

6.2 Is the Company in good standing with the Florida Secretary of State, Division of 

Corporations? Yes (  ) No (  ) 

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

Date incorporated     Charter No.      

 

Is the applicant registered with the State of Florida? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

 

6.3  If Proposer is not a Florida corporation, provide the following: 

 

State in which the Proposer is organized:     

 

Is the Proposer in good standing with that State? Yes (  ) No (  ) 

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

Date Proposer was organized:        
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Is the Proposer registered as a foreign corporation with the State of Florida?  

Yes (  ) No (  ) 

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

7.  If the Proposer is a partnership (including a limited partnership or limited liability partnership) or 

 limited liability company, is it organized in the State of Florida? 

Yes (  ) proceed to Question 7.1   No (  ) proceed to Question 7.2 

 

7.1  If yes, is the Proposer registered with the Florida Department of State, Division of 

 Corporations? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

Is the Proposer in good standing with the State of Florida? Yes (  ) No (  ) 

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

Date Proposer was organized:        

 

7.2  If no, provide the following: 

 

State in which the Proposer is organized:     

 

Is the Proposer in good standing with that State? Yes (  ) No (  ) 

 

If no, please explain           

            

            

 

Date Proposer was organized:        

 

Is the Proposer registered as a foreign partnership or limited company with the State 

 of Florida? Yes (  ) No (  ) 

 

If no, please explain           
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8.  Does the Proposer hold any registrations or licenses with the State of Florida, applicable to the 

 contract? Yes (  )  No (  ) 

 

8.1  If yes, provide the following information and attach one (1) photocopy of each listed  

  license (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

 

Type of registration         

  

License No.      Expiration Date     

 

Qualifying individual      Title      

List company(s) currently qualified under this license     

           

          

 

8.2  Does the Proposer hold any registrations or licenses, applicable to the contract?  

 Yes (  ) No (  )  (attach additional sheets if necessary) 

 

If yes, please list and provide a photocopy of each listed license or registration: 

           

           

 

9.  List the Proposer's total annual dollar value of work completed for each of the last three (3) 

 years. 

 

 2017        2018        2019    

 

10.  List the Proposer's total annual dollar value of work completed, to date, for 2019. 

 

 2019         

 

11.  What are the Proposer's current insurance limits? (Provide a copy of applicant's Certificate of 

 Insurance).   

 

General Liability   $    

Automobile Liability   $    

Workers Compensation   $    

Expiration Date         

 

12.  Has the Proposer been cited by OSHA for any job site or company office/shop safety 

 violations in the  past two (2) years? Yes (  ) No (  ) (attach additional sheets if 

 necessary) 

 

If yes, please describe each violation, fine, and resolution:       
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12.1  What is the Proposer's current worker compensation rating?      

 

12.2  Has the Proposer experienced any worker injuries resulting in a worker losing more 

 than ten (10) working days as a result of the injury in the past two (2) years?   

 Yes (  ) No (  ) (attach additional sheets if necessary) 

 

If yes, please describe each incident         

            

            

 

13.  Is the Proposer currently involved in any litigation? Yes (  ) No (  )  

 If yes, describe the nature of the litigation (attach additional sheets if necessary) 

              

              

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

            ______

          

 

14.  Has the Proposer been involved in any litigation within the past five (5) years?  

 Yes (  ) No (  )  If yes, describe the nature and outcome or ruling of the litigation (attach 

 additional sheets if necessary) 
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The undersigned hereby authorizes and requests any person, firm or corporation to furnish any pertinent 

information requested by the Miami World Center Community Development District, or its 

authorized agents, deemed necessary to verify the statements made in this application or 

attachments hereto, or regarding the ability, standing and general reputation of the applicant. 

 

 

       By:        

Name of Proposer 

              

This   day of    , 202                  

               [Print name and title]  

 

 

 

(Apply Corporate Seal, if filing as a corporation) 

 

 

 

 

 

State of Florida 

 

County of     

 

 

 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this   day of __________________ 

202__ by    , of         who is personally 

known to me or who has produced         as identification and who 

did (did not) take an oath. 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

Signature of Notary taking acknowledgment 
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SECTION 8:  SECURITY SERVICES AGREEMENT 
(for reference only) 

 
 
 THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this ____ day of ___________________, 
2024, by and between: 
 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, a local unit 
of special purpose government established pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida 
Statutes, being situated in the City of Miami, Miami-Dade County, Florida, whose 
mailing address is 2300 Glades Road, Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Florida 33431 (the 
“District"); and  
 
________________________., a (STATE) corporation, with its principal place of 
business locate at STREET ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE (hereinafter 
“Contractor”). 

 
 
 Recitals 
 
 WHEREAS, the District was established for the purpose of purpose of planning, financing, 
constructing, installing, operating, and maintaining certain infrastructure; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District has a need to retain an independent contractor to provide security 
services for those certain lands and areas within the District identified in the attached Contractor’s 
Proposal, dated _______________ (“Contractor’s Proposal”), which is attached as Exhibit A; and 

  

 WHEREAS, Contractor represents that it is qualified to serve as a security services 
contractor and has agreed to provide to the District those services identified in the Proposal 
(“Security Services”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, District desires to engage Contractor to provide Security Services, as 
hereinafter described and upon the terms and conditions set forth herein. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the recitals, agreements and mutual covenants 
contained herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which 
are hereby acknowledged by the parties, the parties agree as follows: 
 
 Section 1. Recitals.  The recitals stated herein are true and correct and by this 
reference are incorporated into and form a material part of this Agreement. 
 
 Section 2. Duties.  The duties, obligations and responsibilities of Contractor are more 
particularly described herein (the work described being referred to as “Security Services”) and as 
set forth in Exhibit A.  Contractor shall be solely responsible for the means, manner and methods 
by which its duties, obligations and responsibilities are performed to the satisfaction of the District.  
Included as part of the Security Services to be provided by Contractor, but not limited to, are the 
following: 
 

a. Provide uniformed Security Services Security Officer on a roving patrol basis in the 
District 24-hours a day, seven days a week; 
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b. Provide reports to District for each shift worked detailing the activity of the officer 
and at the property during each shift, with such reports being in a format approved 
by the District and listing dates and times any security personnel are on site; 

c. Contractor shall initially train an appropriate number of security officers to serve as 
backup for the original force and as staffing for the Security Services provided to 
District;   

d. Security officers of Contractor shall log their observances of strange or unusual 
persons, incidents, and circumstances calling dispatch for instructions in cases not 
covered by Post Orders or published instructions; 

e. Provide a Security Services Supervisor to supervise the Security Officers and, 
perform at a minimum, weekly District site visits, including communication and 
reporting services with District; and 

f. Provide personnel for the operation of the SOC and monitoring of the security 
cameras.  

 
All personnel provided by Contractor pursuant to this Agreement shall perform the Security 
Services hereunder in a professional manner, consistent with the standard rules and code of 
conduct of such professionals and in compliance with all state, local, and federal laws, rules, and 
ordinances. 
 
District may adjust the scope of services, location of services and number of hours in which 
Security Services are to be provided under this Agreement upon reasonable advanced notice (by 
e-mail, telephone or in writing) to Contractor which adjustment may result in an adjustment in 
compensation paid under this Agreement.   
 
 Section 3. Compensation.   District shall pay to the Contractor in accordance with the 
schedule and hourly rates for each security officer provided by the Contractor, as more particularly 
shown in Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part hereof.  The District is not responsible for 
and shall not incur any sales taxes in accordance with this Agreement.  
 

The District reserves the right to adjust the services, levels of service, and number of work 
hours authorized under this Agreement.   District may request additional security officers at the 
Standard Rate by giving Contractor no less than twenty-four (24) hours prior notice, by telephone 
or in writing, to Contractor.  Compensation shall be paid to Contractor on a monthly basis.  
Contractor shall provide the District with a monthly invoice before the last day of each contractual 
service month representing the monthly installment due for that month. All invoices are due and 
payable upon receipt.  District, as a local government entity, is exempt from sales tax on this 
transaction. 
 
 Section 4. Contractor’s Acceptance of Conditions.  The Contractor has carefully 
examined the areas and properties within the District upon which Contractor will perform Security 
Services pursuant to this Agreement and has made sufficient tests and other investigations to be 
fully satisfied as to site conditions. 
 

Section 5.   Waiver.  It is understood and agreed that the approval or acceptance by the 
District of any part of the work performed by Contractor under this Agreement as being in 
compliance with terms of this Agreement and related Specifications, shall not operate as a waiver 
by District of the strict compliance with any other terms and conditions of the Agreement and 
related Specifications.  
 

Section 6. Indemnification.  Contractor shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend 
District, its officers, employees and agents from and against all liability, claims, demands, and 
causes of action arising out of or in any way connected to any loss, damage, injury, or loss or 
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damage or property caused, directly or indirectly, by the acts, omissions, or negligence of 
Contractor, its employees, agents or officers. 

 
Section 7. Insurance.  Prior to the commencement of this Agreement and at any time 

upon request, Contractor shall provide evidence to District of compliance with the following 
minimum insurance requirements: 
 

A. Commercial General Liability Insurance  
$1,000,000 each occurrence, $2,000,000 general aggregate 

 
B. Automobile Liability Insurance 

  $1,000,000 each occurrence 
 
C. Workers Compensation and Employers’ Liability Insurance  

$500,000 each occurrence 
 
Contractor shall pay for and maintain, at Contractor’s expense, such insurance throughout the 
term and any extended terms of this Agreement.  District shall be named as an additional insured 
on the policies referenced in Section 7.A. and 7.B. above.  District shall be provided with at least 
thirty (30) days written notice of any cancellation, termination, or material change in insurance 
with respect to each of the policies referenced above.  Copies of certificates of insurance shall be 
provided to District upon the request of the District Manager of District. 
 
 Section 8. Independent Contractor.  Neither the Contractor nor any of its employees, 
agents, officers, directors, contractors, or representatives shall be deemed employees of the 
District, nor shall any such persons receive or be entitled to receive employee or other benefits 
from the District. 
 
 Section 9. Site Manager.  The Supervisor for Contractor shall communicate with the 
Operations Manager on a regular basis for matters relating to the Security Services and upon 
each occurrence of the performance of the Security Services.  Contractor shall provide to the 
Operations Manager and shall regularly update on a bi-monthly basis the mobile telephone, office 
telephone, and e-mail contact information for the Shift Supervisor, the Manager, and on-site 
supervisory personnel (all as defined in Contractor’s Proposal). 
 
 Section 10. Term.  The performance of Security of Services under this Agreement shall 
commence on October 1, 2020.  The initial term of this Agreement shall be from October 1, 2020 
until the end of the District’s fiscal year, September 30, 2021, unless sooner terminated in 
accordance with this Agreement.  Nothing herein shall prohibit the parties from extending the term 
of this Agreement by mutual agreement and subject to appropriation of funds by the District Board 
of Supervisors.     
 
 Section 11. Entire Agreement.  This instrument, together with its Exhibit(s), shall 
constitute the final and complete expression of this Agreement between the District and 
Contractor relating to the subject matter of this Agreement. To the extent that provisions in this 
Agreement directly conflict with the provisions of Exhibit A, the provisions of this Agreement shall 
be binding.    
 
 Section 12. Background checks on employees.  In addition to those requirements for 
background investigations performed by Contractor in connection with Contractor’s hiring 
practices as referenced in Contractor’s Proposal, Contractor shall, with respect to each employee 
providing or proposed to provide services to the District, also perform Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) checks, Driver’s License checks, and sexual offender/sexual predator 
checks and E-Verify system. 
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 Section 13. Amendments.  Amendments to and waivers of the provisions contained in 
this Agreement may be made only by an instrument in writing that is executed by both the District 
and Contractor. 
 
 Section 14. Assignment.  This Agreement, or any portion thereof, shall not be assigned 
in any way by either party without the express written consent of the other party. 
 
 Section 15. Termination.  District may terminate this Agreement for convenience and 
without any liability therefor by providing at least thirty (30) days written notice to Contractor. 
Contractor may terminate this Agreement for convenience and without any liability therefor by 
providing at least thirty (30) days written notice to District.   In addition, either party may terminate 
this Agreement immediately for material breach, misconduct or other material non-performance 
under this Agreement by the non-terminating party. 
 
 Section 16. Notices.  All notices, requests, consents and other communications under 
this Agreement (“Notices”) shall be in writing and shall be delivered, mailed by First Class Mail, 
postage prepaid, or overnight delivery service, to the parties, as follows: 

         
A. If to the District: Miami World Center Community Development District 

     2300 Glades Road, Suite 410W 
     Boca Raton, Florida 33431 
     Attn: District Manager 
 

With a copy to: Billing, Cochran, Lyles, Mauro & Ramsey, P.A.  
   Sixth Floor 

515 East Las Olas Boulevard 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 

   Attn:  Dennis E. Lyles, Esq.  
       

B.   If to Contractor:   CONTRACTOR 
    Contractor’s Address 

 
Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, any Notice shall be deemed received only 

upon actual delivery at the address set forth above.  Notices delivered after 5:00 p.m. (at the place 
of delivery) or on a non-business day shall be deemed received on the next business day.  If any 
time for giving Notice contained in this Agreement would otherwise expire on a non-business day, 
the Notice period shall be extended to the next succeeding business day.  Saturdays, Sundays 
and legal holidays recognized by the United States government shall not be regarded as business 
days.  Any party or other person to whom Notices are to be sent or copied may notify the other 
parties and addressees of any change in name or address to which Notices shall be sent by 
providing the same on five (5) days written notice to the parties and addressees set forth in this 
Agreement. 
 
 Section 17. E-verify. The Contractor, on behalf of itself and its subcontractors, hereby 
warrants compliance with all federal immigration laws and regulations applicable to their 
employees.  The Contractor further agrees that the District is a public employer subject to the E-
Verify requirements provided in Section 448.095, Florida Statutes, and such provisions of said 
statute are applicable to this Agreement, including, but not limited to registration with and use of 
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the E-Verify system.  The Contractor agrees to utilize the E-Verify system to verify work 
authorization status of all newly hired employees.  Contractor shall provide sufficient evidence 
that it is registered with the E-Verify system before commencement of performance under this 
Agreement.  If the District has a good faith belief that the Contractor is in violation of Section 
448.09(1), Florida Statutes, or has knowingly hired, recruited, or referred an alien that is not duly 
authorized to work by the federal immigration laws or the Attorney General of the United States 
for employment under this Agreement, the District shall terminate this Agreement.  The Contractor 
shall require an affidavit from each subcontractor providing that the subcontractor does not 
employ, contract with, or subcontract with an unauthorized alien.  The Contractor shall retain a 
copy of each such affidavit for the term of this Agreement and all renewals thereof.  If the District 
has a good faith belief that a subcontractor of the Contractor is in violation of Section 448.09(1), 
Florida Statutes, or is performing work under this Agreement has knowingly hired, recruited, or 
referred an alien that is not duly authorized to work by the federal immigration laws or the Attorney 
General of the United States for employment under this Agreement, the District shall promptly 
notify the Contractor and order the Contractor to immediately terminate its subcontract with the 
subcontractor.  The Contractor shall be liable for any additional costs incurred by the District as a 
result of the termination of any contract, including this Agreement, based on Contractor’s failure 
to comply with the E-Verify requirements referenced in this subsection. 
 
 

Section 18.  Authorization.  The execution of this Agreement has been duly authorized 
by the appropriate body or official of the District and Contractor, both the District and Contractor 
have complied with all the requirements of law, and both the District and Contractor have full 
power and authority to comply with the terms and provisions of this instrument. 
 
 Section 19. Enforcement of Agreement.  In the event that either the District or 
Contractor is required to enforce this Agreement by court proceedings or otherwise, then the 
prevailing party shall be entitled to recover all fees and costs incurred, including reasonable 
attorneys' fees and costs for trial, alternative dispute resolution or appellate proceedings. 
 
 Section 20. Controlling Law and Venue.  This Agreement and the provisions contained 
in this Agreement shall be construed, interpreted and controlled according to the laws of the State 
of Florida. All actions and disputes shall be brought in the proper court and venue, which shall be 
Miami-Dade County, Florida. 
 
 Section 21. Sovereign Immunity.  The Developer agrees that nothing in this Agreement 
shall constitute or be construed as a waiver of the District’s limitations on liability contained in 
Section 768.28, Florida Statutes, or other statutes or law. 
 
 Section 22. Public Records.   

 
A. Contractor shall, pursuant to and in accordance with Section 119.0701, Florida 

Statutes, comply with the public records laws of the State of Florida, and specifically shall: 
 
1. Keep and maintain public records required by the District to perform the 

services or work set forth in this Agreement; and 
 
2. Upon the request of the District’s custodian of public records, provide the 

District with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be 
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inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed 
the cost provided in Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, or as otherwise provided 
by law; and 

 
3. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from 

public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as 
authorized by law for the duration of the contract term and following 
completion of the Agreement if the Contractor does not transfer the records 
to the District; and 

 
4. Upon completion of the Agreement, transfer, at no cost to the District, all 

public records in possession of the Contractor or keep and maintain public 
records required by the District to perform the service or work provided for in 
this Agreement.  If the Contractor transfers all public records to the District 
upon completion of the Agreement, the Contractor shall destroy any duplicate 
public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public 
disclosure requirements. If the Contractor keeps and maintains public 
records upon completion of the Agreement, the Contractor shall meet all 
applicable requirements for retaining public records.  All records stored 
electronically must be provided to the District, upon request from the District’s 
custodian of public records, in a format that is compatible with the information 
technology systems of the District. 

 
B. Contractor acknowledges that any requests to inspect or copy public records 

relating to this Agreement must be made directly to the District pursuant to Section 119.0701(3), 
Florida Statutes.  If notified by the District of a public records request for records not in the 
possession of the District but in possession of the Contractor, the Contractor shall provide such 
records to the District or allow the records to be inspected or copied within a reasonable time.  
Contractor acknowledges that should Contractor fail to provide the public records to the District 
within a reasonable time, Contractor may be subject to penalties pursuant to Section 119.10, 
Florida Statutes.   
 

C. IF THE CONTRACTOR HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE 
APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE 
CONTRATOR’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO 
THIS AGREEMENT/CONTRACT, THE CONTRACTOR MAY CONTACT 
THE CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS FOR THE DISTRICT AT: 
 

WRATHELL, HUNT AND ASSOCIATES, LLC. 
2300 GLADES ROAD #410W 
BOCA RATON, FL  33431 
TELEPHONE: (877)276-0889 
EMAIL:  INFO@MIAMIWORLDCENTERCDD.NET 
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  Section 23. Definitions.  Terms used in this Agreement that are defined in the Request 

for Proposal shall have the meanings indicated therein. 
 
 Section 24. Severability.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any one or more provisions 
of this Agreement shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining portions of this 
Agreement, or any part of this Agreement not held to be invalid or unenforceable. 
 
 Section 25. Arm’s Length Transaction.  This Agreement has been negotiated fully 
between the District and the Developer as an arm’s length transaction.  All parties participated 
fully in the preparation of this Agreement and received the advice of counsel.  In the case of a 
dispute concerning the interpretation of any provision of this Agreement, all parties are deemed 
to have drafted, chosen and selected the language, and the doubtful language will not be 
interpreted or construed against any party hereto. 
 
 Section 26. Headings for Convenience Only.  The descriptive headings in this 
Agreement are for convenience only and shall neither control nor affect the meaning or 
construction of any of the provisions of this Agreement. 
 

Section 27.   Conflict.  To the extent that there is a conflict with respect to any provisions 
of this Agreement, or Contractor’s Proposal, the provision in the main body of the Agreement shall 
govern over the Contractor’s proposal. 
 
 Section 28. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in any number of 
counterparts, each of which when executed and delivered shall be an original; however, all such 
counterparts together shall constitute, but one and the same instrument. 
 
 Section 29. Emergency Response. Contractor shall furnish District with a copy of its 
Emergency Management Plan (the “Plan”) within thirty (30) days of the execution of this 
Agreement.  Subsequent to review of the Plan by District management and the District Property 
Manager, District management shall present the Plan to the District Board of Supervisors for its 
review, comment, and acceptance.  In addition to the requirements set forth in Contractor’s 
Proposal, the Plan shall provide for immediate response by Contractor in the event of an 
impending hurricane or other weather-related event or a declared state of emergency.  Immediate 
response shall mean that Contractor shall provide sufficient staff, equipment, vehicles, and 
supplies necessary to provide protection to District property and the public from any damages or 
injury.  Compensation and staffing and equipment levels shall be detailed in the Plan to be 
presented to the District Board of Supervisors for acceptance. 
 
 Section 30.  Acts of God.  In the event of any strike or similar action, union picketing, 
labor disputes, disturbance, Acts of God, or other circumstances over which Contractor has no 
control and which causes the prevention of or the interference with the provision of Security 
Services under this Agreement, Contractor in its sole discretion reserves the right to suspend this 
Agreement until the cessation of such matters.  During such period of cessation, District shall be 
relieved of any payment obligations to Contractor.  This also includes but is not limited to hurricane 
warnings, mandatory evacuations, advisory evacuations or acts of terrorism.  Nothing herein shall 
prohibit District from exercising its right to terminate the Agreement for convenience. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties execute this Agreement and further agree that it 
shall take effect as of the Effective Date first above written. 
 
Attest: MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY 
 DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
 
 
___________________________ By:       
Secretary/Assistant Secretary  Chair, Board of Supervisors 
 
  _____ day of ______________, 202_ 
 
 
 
 
 
Witnesses:  CONTRACTOR 
    
    
  By:  

Name:    Title:_____________________________
_ 

     
    

Name:     

    
 
(CORPORATE SEAL)    _____ day of ______________, 202_ 
 
 
 
STATE OF _______________ } 
COUNTY OF _____________ } 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of _____  
___________ 202_, by _______________________, as ___________________ of 
CONTRACTOR., who is personally known to me or has produced _____________________ as 
identification and who being duly sworn, deposes and says that the aforementioned is true and 
correct to the best of his or her knowledge. 
 
My commission expires:     ______________________________   
      Notary Public 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PROPOSAL 
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SECTION 9: AFFIDAVIT OF NON-COLLUSION 
 

 

STATE OF      

COUNTY OF      

 

I      , do hereby certify that I have not, either directly or indirectly, 

participated in collusion or proposal rigging.  Affiant is a      at the firm of  

    , and authorized to make this affidavit on behalf of the same. I understand 

that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this affidavit and that 

the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes lines and/or imprisonment. 

Dated this   day of     202__. 

 

 

             

Signature by authorized representative of Proposer 

 

 

 

 

 

State of    

County of     

 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____day of _____________,202__, by

     , of the __       , who is 

personally known to me or who has produced       as identification and 

who did (did not) take an oath. 

 

   

             

Signature of Notary taking acknowledgment 
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SECTION 10: ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT AND PROPOSAL SIGNATURE FORM 

 

 

 This Proposal for SECURITY SERVICES has been submitted on this ___ day of _____________ 

202__ by         [company] whose business address is 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

telephone number is        and fax number is    . 

 

 The undersigned acknowledges, by the below execution of this proposal, that all information 

provided herein has been provided in full and that such information is truthful and accurate.  Proposer 

agrees, through submission of this proposal, to honor all pricing information sixty (60) days from the date 

of the proposal opening, and if awarded the contract on the basis of this Proposal to enter into and execute 

the services contract in substantially the form included in the proposal documents. 

 

Proposer understands that inclusion of false, deceptive or fraudulent statements on this proposal 

constitutes fraud; and, that the District considers such action on the part of the proposer to constitute good 

cause for denial, suspension or revocation of a proposal for work for the Miami World Center Community 

Development District. 

 

Furthermore, the undersigned acknowledges receipt of the following addenda, the provisions of 

which have been included in this Request for Proposal. 

 

 

Addendum No.: ___________________ dated __________________________ 

 

Addendum No.: ___________________ dated __________________________ 

 

Addendum No.: ___________________ dated __________________________ 

 

Addendum No.: ___________________ dated __________________________ 

 

Addendum No.: ___________________ dated __________________________ 
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 The undersigned hereby authorize(s) and request(s) any person, firm or corporation to furnish any 

pertinent information requested by the Miami World Center Community Development District, or their 

authorized agents, deemed necessary to verify the statements made in this proposal or attachments hereto, 

or regarding the ability, standing and general reputation of the proposer. 

 

 

         By: _       

Name of Organization 

 

This   day of     , 202   ______________________________  

        Print Name and Title  

 

 

                 (Apply Corporate Seal if filing as a Corporation) 

 

 State of Incorporation:     

 

 

 

 

State of    

 

County of     

 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this   day of      ,202___  

by      of  __        , who is 

personally known to me or who has produced       as identification and who did (did 

not) take an oath. 

 

   

             

Signature of Notary taking acknowledgment 
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SECTION 11: PRICING FORM 
 

 

THE PROPOSER SHALL COMMIT TO AN HOURLY RATE FOR SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OR 

NEEDS THAT MAY OCCUR DURING THE CONTRACTUAL PERIOD. THIS HOURLY RATE IS 

OUTSIDE OF THE ANNUAL SECURITY FEE AND OVERALL PROPOSAL PRICE. 

 

 $      per man-hour for special circumstances   

 

 

 

Please provide an annual total for the SECURITY SERVICES PROPOSAL, as outlined in the scope 

for the period from January 7, 2024 to January 6, 2025. 

 

 $     Total [____________2024 to ___________2025] 

   

 

Please provide a monthly total for above term:  $    Monthly Total  

 

 

 

Please provide an annual total for the SECURITY SERVICES PROPOSAL, as outlined in the scope 

for the second twelve (12)-month period, January 7, 2025 to January 6, 2026. 

 

 $     Annual Total [YEAR 2: _______________2025 to _________2026] 

 

Please provide a monthly total for Year 2:  $    Monthly Total  

 

 

 

Please provide an annual total for the SECURITY SERVICES PROPOSAL, as outlined in the scope 

for the third twelve (12)-month period, January 7, 2027 to January 6, 2028. 

 

 $    Annual Total [YEAR 3: ______________2027 to ___________2028] 

 

Please provide a monthly total for Year 3:  $    Monthly Total  

 

 

 

AS BACKUP TO THIS PRICING FORM, PLEASE PROVIDE COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF 

SERVICES WHICH ARE INCLUDED AND EXCLUDED IN THE ABOVE PRICING, ALONG WITH 

ADDITIONAL SHEETS AND PRICING CATGORIES TO AIDE IN DESCRIBING YOUR 

PROPOSAL. 

 

The District reserves the right to adjust the staffing and hours of operation as needed. 

 



1 

 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT  
2300 Glades Road, Suite 410W 

Boca Raton, Florida 33431 

 

Addendum No. 1 to the 

Miami World Center Community Development District 

Request for Proposals for Security Services 

 

TO: Prospective Bidders   
 

CC:  Daniel Rom, District Manager 

  Ginger Wald, District Counsel 

 

FROM: Fernando Perez, Operations Manager 

 

DATE:  September 27, 2023 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This Addendum pertains to the Miami World Center Community Development District (“District”) Request for 

Proposal for Security Services: 

 

Sealed proposals must be received no later than Monday, October 9 at 12:00 P.M. EST at the District 

Manager’s Office, 2300 Glades Rd, Suite 410W, Boca Raton, FL 33431.   

 

Proposals will be opened at a public meeting on Monday, October 9 at 12:00 P.M. EST at the District 

Manager’s Office, 2300 Glades Rd, Suite 410W, Boca Raton, FL 33431.   

 

 

Please see attached hereto as Attachment A responses to questions received.  

 

All questions about the meaning or intent of the proposal documents are to be directed in email to: 

Operations Manager, Fernando Perez at Fernando.Perez@jll.com and District Manager, Daniel Rom at 

romd@whhassociates.com.  Interpretations or clarifications considered necessary by the Operations 

Manager and District Manager in response to such questions will be issued by Addenda e-mailed or 

otherwise delivered to all parties recorded as having received the proposal documents (“potential 

proposers”).  Only questions answered by formal written Addenda will be binding.  No interpretations will 

be given verbally. All questions and answers will  be distributed to all potential proposers.  The final date 

“cut-off” for questions will be 5:00 P.M. EST on Monday, October 2, 2023.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Fernando.Perez@jll.com


2 

 

Attachment A 

 

Q: In reference to Training and Education, the RFP requests specific information about 

training programs such as county traffic control and security techniques. Can you provide 

additional information as to the specific content employees are requested to receive as part 

of this training? This information will allow us to determine the number of hours required 

to complete each training. Additionally, please confirm if this training needs to be certified. 

 

 

A: It is at the discretion of the Vendor to review applicable training programs and education 

opportunities provided within the RFP to determine respective needs. 

 

 

Q:  Page 14 - there are currently 168 hours per week of supervision (40 site supervisor and 168 

shift supervisor) which are not present in the RFP; are these positions being removed or 

were they possibly left out in error? 

 

 

A: Please reference the Scope of Services chart provided below with updated Components and 

Hours.  Responses to the RFP should be based upon the information provided below in this chart. 
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Q: Page 14 – there are currently 336 hours per week of SOC (SOC 1 @ 168 and SOC 2 @ 

168); there are currently 168 hours per week of SOC coverage; is coverage being added or 

should these hours be allocated to shift and site supervision? 

 

A: Please reference the Scope of Services chart provided below with updated Components and 

Hours.  Responses to the RFP should be based upon the information provided below in this chart. 

 

 
Q: Page 37 – Year 2 ends on January 6, 2026, but then year three begins on January 7, 2027; 

we believe this should read as year three begins on January 7, 2026? 

 

A: Correct, Year 3 begins January 7, 2027 and to January 6, 2028. 

 

 

Q: On page 21 of the RFP, line 9 states, “List the proposer’s total annual dollar value of work 

completed for each of the last 3 years”, however, the last three years listed are 2017, 2018 

and 2019. Should the years be 2020, 2021 and 2022? 

  

A: Yes, please provide the proposer’s total annual dollar value of work completed for each of the 

last 3 years: 2020, 2021 and 2022. 
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Q: On page 21, line 10 states, “list the proposer’s annual dollar value of work completed to 

date for 2019”, should this year be 2022, or YTD for year 2023. 

 

A: Please provide the proposer’s annual dollar value of work completed to date for year 2023. 

 

 

- END ADDEDNUM 1 - 

 

 

 



MIAMI WORLD CENTER 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

3D 



   
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

             

       

          

       

        

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               

    

             
  

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

RFP FOR SECURITY SERVICES 

EVALUATION MATRIX 

RFP FOR SECURITY SERVICES COST 
PERSONNEL 

QUALIFICATIONS 

SECURITY 

SERVICES 

EXPERIENCE 

PROPOSAL 

PRESENTATION 

COMPUTER, 
CAMERA SOFTWARE 

AND EQUIPMENT 

TOTAL 
POINTS 

PROPOSER 30 POINTS 30 POINTS 20 POINTS 10 POINTS 10 POINTS 100 POINTS 

Allied Universal Security Services 

SFM Security 

NOTES: 

Completed by: Date: 
Board Member’s Signature 

Printed Name of Board Member 



 
   

 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
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MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
THIRD AMENDMENT TO PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT 

THIS THIRD AMENDMENT TO PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT ("Third Amendment") is made and entered into this 14th day of August, 2023 
(the "Effective Date"), by and between: 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, a 

local unit of special purpose government established pursuant to Chapter 
190, Florida Statutes, being situated in the City of Miami, Miami-Dade 
County, Florida, whose mailing address is 2300 Glades Road, Suite 41 OW, 
Boca Raton, Florida 33431 (the "District"); and 

JONES LANG LASALLE AMERICAS, INC., a foreign corporation 
registered in the State of Florida, with its principal address at 200 East 
Randolph Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60601 (the "Manager"). 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the District and the Manager entered into a Property Management 
Services Agreement, dated May 19, 2020, as amended by a First Amendment to Property 
Services Management Agreement, dated October 1, 2021, and a Second Amendment to 
Property Services Management Agreement, dated September 13, 2022 ( collectively the 
"Agreement"); and 

WHEREAS, the District has a need for property management services to provide 
for the operation and management of the District-owned property and property that the 
District has the legal responsibility to maintain; and 

WHEREAS, the District and Manager desire to amend the Agreement to reflect an 
extension of the term; and 

NOW THEREFORE, based upon good and valuable consideration and the mutual 
covenants of the parties, the receipt of which and sufficiency of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the District and Manager agree as follows: 

Section 1. INCORPORATION OF RECITALS. The recitals stated above are true 
and correct and are incorporated by reference as a material part of this Agreement. 

Section 2. Upon expiration of the current term, September 30, 2023, the Agreement 
shall continue on a month-to-month basis, until termination by either party with thirty (30) days 
written notice for convenience. 

Section 3. In all other respects, the Agreement between the parties is hereby 
ratified, reaffirmed and shall remain in full force and effect as provided by their terms. 

{Signature Page to Follow} 



ATTEST: 

~ ~ A::,
lrss+- Secretary 

WITNESSES: 

Print Name 

Print Name 

MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

. ,7ohr1 'fchirteBY. John F ch1~t~ fS~o 1. 202314:40 EQT) 

Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson 

Date: 09/01/2023 , 2023 

JONES LANG LASALLE AMERICAS, INC., 
a foreign corporation registered to do 
business in the State of Florida 

By: _____ Digitally signed 
Print Name: __ _ J ~· by Steven Froot 
Title: ____ :- .--.~.0~23.08.31 

14:40:55 -04'00' 

Date: ________, 2023 
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MIAMI WORLD CENTER 
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UNAUDITED 
FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS 



AUGUST 31, 2023

MIAMI WORLD CENTER
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
UNAUDITED



 

 General
Debt

Service Capital Projects 
ASSETS  
Cash - SunTrust 3,823,324$    -$                    -$                    3,823,324$      
Investments

Revenue -                    3,630,612       -                      3,630,612        
Reserve -                    5,018,069       -                      5,018,069        
Interest -                    7,835              -                      7,835               
Sinking -                    505                 -                      505                  
Construction -                    -                      7,054,495       7,054,495        
Construction reserve1 -                    -                      2,000,000       2,000,000        
Retainage subaccount -                    -                      1,048              1,048               

Interest receivable -                    38,281            40,060            78,341             
Prepaid expenses 5,980            -                      -                      5,980               
Electric deposits 1,230            -                      -                      1,230               

Total assets 3,830,534$    8,695,302$     9,095,603$     21,621,439$    

LIABILITIES 
Liabilities
Accrued taxes payable 153$             -$                    -$                    153$                

Total liabilities 153               -                      -                      153                  

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES
Deferred receipts -                    38,281            40,060            78,341             

Total deferred inflows of resources -                    38,281            40,060            78,341             

FUND BALANCES
Restricted for:

Debt service -                    8,657,021       -                      8,657,021        
Capital projects -                    -                      7,055,543       7,055,543        
Metro Mover1 -                    -                      2,000,000       2,000,000        

Assigned:
3 months working capital 545,730        -                      -                      545,730           

Unassigned 3,284,651     -                      -                      3,284,651        
Total fund balances 3,830,381     8,657,021       9,055,543       21,542,945      

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of resources
   and fund balances 3,830,534$    8,695,302$     9,095,603$     21,621,439$    

MIAMI WORLD CENTER

Major Funds Total
Governmental

Funds

AUGUST 31, 2023
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

BALANCE SHEET
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

1Reserve for Metro Mover.

1



Current
Month

 Year to
Date Budget

% of
Budget

REVENUES
Assessment levy: on-roll 1,639$         2,210,437$ 2,224,502$  99%

Total revenues 1,639           2,210,437   2,224,502    99%

EXPENDITURES
Professional & administrative
Supervisors -                  2,000          6,000           33%
FICA -                  153             459              33%
District engineer 892              8,077          30,000         27%
General counsel 1,720           19,976        40,000         50%
District manager 4,167           45,833        50,000         92%
Accounting O&M 458              5,041          5,500           92%
Debt service fund accounting 1,250           13,750        15,000         92%
Assessment roll services 1,667           18,333        20,000         92%
Arbitrage rebate calculation -                  500             750              67%
Audit -                  9,500          9,500           100%
Postage 8                  107             1,000           11%
Insurance - GL, POL -                  16,121        17,995         90%
Legal advertising -                  273             1,500           18%
Miscellaneous- bank charges -                  -                  750              0%
Website

Hosting and maintenance -                  705             705              100%
ADA compliance 210              210             210              100%

Dissemination agent 250              2,750          3,000           92%
Annual district filing fee -                  175             175              100%
Trustee -                  3,500          5,500           64%

Total professional & administrative 10,622         147,004      208,044       71%

Field operations
Capital improvements/replacements -                  -                  20,000         0%
Art work -                  -                  750,000       0%
Electrical

Street light services -                  5,332          72,000         7%
Electrical repairs and relamping -                  -                  10,000         0%

Insurance
Insurance: property -                  12,840        15,000         86%

Landscaping
Landscape services 12,699         63,615        80,000         80%
Irrigation - maintenance -                  11,868        7,500           158%
Plant tree replacement -                  19,180        32,000         60%
Architect site visit -                  4,590          3,500           131%
Landscape assessment -                  -                  5,000           0%
Arborist report -                  -                  3,500           0%

MIAMI WORLD CENTER

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2023

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

GENERAL FUND

2



Current
Month

 Year to
Date Budget

% of
Budget

MIAMI WORLD CENTER

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2023

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

GENERAL FUND

Maintenance & repairs
Benches -                  -                  15,000         0%
General -                  -                  20,000         0%
Stormwater drain inspections/cleanout -                  -                  15,000         0%
Janitorial and pressure washing 8,660           164,059      230,000       71%
Janitorial - resealing  wood decking 1,600           1,600          10,000         16%
Pest control 586              6,446          8,050           80%
Maintenance storage -                  -                  1,000           0%
Waste removal 1,179           7,661          4,000           192%
Paver sealing and repairs -                  -                  25,000         0%
Painting -                  -                  2,000           0%
Civil engineering and maintenance -                  -                  10,000         0%
Coordination of third party damage 510              15,999        35,000         46%

Management office
On-site field management 9,759           129,995      165,075       79%
Telephone/internet -                  1,043          1,200           87%
Office lease -                  7,000          8,400           83%
Office miscellaneous -                  4,968          4,800           104%

Marketing
Holiday lighting 26,613         53,404        67,000         80%

Security
Security services 60,042         608,957      795,000       77%
Security operations internet 572              6,301          6,960           91%
Camera maintenance program 3,021           33,764        43,000         79%
Camera repairs and replacement -                  666             10,000         7%

Leased spaces rent -                  -                  70,129         0%
Utilities

Electricity - site 11,762         61,390        20,000         307%                                    
Water & sewer - irrigation 8,125           74,798        105,000       71%

Contingency -                  -                  50,000         0%
Total field operations 145,128       1,295,476   2,720,114    48%

Other fees and charges
Property appraiser -                  535             23,172         2%
Tax collector -                  22,073        23,172         95%

Total other fees and charges -                  22,608        46,344         49%
Total expenditures 155,750       1,465,088   2,974,502    49%

Excess/(deficiency) of revenues
over/(under) expenditures (154,111)     745,349      (750,000)     

Fund balance - beginning 3,984,492    3,085,032   2,642,035    
Fund balance - ending (projected):

Assigned:
3 months working capital 545,730       545,730      545,730       

Unassigned 3,284,651    3,284,651   1,346,305    
Fund balance - ending 3,830,381$  3,830,381$ 1,892,035$  
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Current
Month

 Year to
Date  Budget 

% of 
Budget

REVENUES 
Assessment levy: on-roll 3,700$             4,989,684$      5,021,757$     99%
Interest 36,735             322,616           -                      N/A

Total revenues 40,435             5,312,300        5,021,757       106%

EXPENDITURES
Principal -                       1,240,000        1,240,000       100%
Interest -                       3,647,613        3,647,613       100%

Total expenditures -                       4,887,613        4,887,613       100%

Other fees and charges
Tax collector -                       49,827             52,310            95%

Total other fees and charges -                       49,827             104,620          48%
Total expenditures -                       4,937,440        4,992,233       99%

Excess/(deficiency) of revenues
over/(under) expenditures 40,435             374,860           29,524            

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES/(USES)
Transfers out -                       (106,750)          -                      N/A

Total other financing sources/(uses) -                       (106,750)          -                      N/A

Net change in fund balance 40,435             268,110           29,524            
Fund balance - beginning 8,616,586        8,388,911        8,265,299       
Fund balance - ending 8,657,021$      8,657,021$      8,294,823$     

DEBT SERVICE FUND SERIES 2017

MIAMI WORLD CENTER

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2023

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
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Current
Month

 Year to
Date 

REVENUES 
Interest 45,653$           450,258$         

Total revenues 45,653             450,258           

EXPENDITURES
Capital outlay -                       3,466,954        

Total expenditures -                       3,466,954        

Excess/(deficiency) of revenues
over/(under) expenditures 45,653             (3,016,696)       

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES/(USES)
Transfers in -                       106,750           

Total other financing sources/(uses) -                       106,750           

Net change in fund balance 45,653             (2,909,946)       
Fund balance - beginning 9,009,890        11,965,489      
Fund balance - ending 9,055,543$      9,055,543$      

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED AUGUST 31, 2023

MIAMI WORLD CENTER
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND SERIES 2017
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10

15

20

25

30

35

40

DRAFT 

1 MINUTES OF MEETING 
2 MIAMI WORLD CENTER 
3 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
4 

The Board of Supervisors of the Miami World Center Community Development District 

6 held a Public Hearing and Regular Meeting on July 18, 2023 at 11:30 a.m., at the Caoba Sales 

7 Center Management Office, 698 NE 1st Ave., G188, Miami, Florida 33132. 

8 Present at the meeting were: 

9 John Chiste (via telephone) Chair 
Cora DiFiore (via telephone) Vice Chair 

11 Joseph DiCristina Assistant Secretary 
12 Peter Brown Assistant Secretary 
13 Jared Bouskila Assistant Secretary 
14 

Also present were: 
16 
17 Daniel Rom District Manager 
18 Ginger Wald District Counsel 
19 Aaron Buchler (via telephone) District Engineer 

Fernando Perez Operations (JLLA) 
21 Giovanni Lopez Operations (JLLA) 
22 Wendy Fields (via telephone) MWC Developers 
23 
24 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS Call to Order/Roll Call 
26 
27 Mr. Rom called the meeting to order at 11:42 a.m. Supervisors Brown, DiCristina and 

28 Bouskila were present in person. Supervisors Chiste and DiFiore attended via telephone. 

29 

SECOND ORDER OF BUSINESS Public Comments 
31 
32 There were no public comments. 

33 ▪ Consideration of Florida Power & Light Company Items 

34 This item, previously the Fifth Order of Business, was presented out of order. 

Ms. Fields presented the following: 

36 A. Non-Disturbance Agreement [Vehicular Turnaround – Tract A] 

37 B. Vehicular Turnaround Easement 

38 In response to Mr. Rom’s question, Mr. Buchler confirmed that he reviewed the 

39 Vehicular Turnaround Easement and there were no issues with it. 
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MIAMI WORLD CENTER CDD DRAFT July 18, 2023 

41 On MOTION by Mr. DiCristina and seconded by Mr. Brown, with all in favor, 
42 the Florida Power & Light Company Items; namely, Non-Disturbance 
43 Agreement for the Vehicular Turnaround – Tract A and the Vehicular 
44 Turnaround Easement, were approved. 

46 
47 C. Easement 

48 This item was not included. 

49 

THIRD ORDER OF BUSINESS Public Hearing on Adoption of Fiscal Year 
51 2023/2024 Budget 
52 
53 A. Proof/Affidavit of Publication 

54 B. Consideration of Resolution 2023-05, Relating to the Annual Appropriations and 

Adopting the Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning October 1, 2023 and Ending 

56 September 30, 2024; Authorizing Budget Amendments; and Providing an Effective 

57 Date 

58 Mr. Rom presented Resolution 2023-05. He reviewed the proposed Fiscal Year 2024 

59 budget, highlighting any line item increases, decreases and adjustments, compared to the Fiscal 

Year 2023 budget, and explained the reasons for any changes. 

61 Discussion ensued regarding the fund balances, landscaping, security and the $40,000 

62 increase in the janitorial and pressure washing contract. 

63 Mr. Rom stated that the assessment levels will stay the same as in Fiscal Year 2023. 

64 

On MOTION by Mr. Bouskila and seconded by Mr. Brown, with all in favor, the 
66 Public Hearing was opened. 

67 
68 
69 No members of the public spoke. 

71 On MOTION by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Bouskila, with all in favor, the 
72 Public Hearing was closed. 

73 

74 On MOTION by Mr. Bouskila and seconded by Mr. DiCristina, with all in favor, 
Resolution 2023-05, Relating to the Annual Appropriations and Adopting the 

76 Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning October 1, 2023 and Ending September 30, 
77 2024; Authorizing Budget Amendments; and Providing an Effective Date, was 
78 adopted. 
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79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 

FOURTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of Resolution 2023-06, 
Making a Determination of Benefit and 
Imposing Special Assessments for Fiscal 
Year 2023/2024; Providing for the 
Collection and Enforcement of Special 
Assessments; Certifying an Assessment 
Roll; Providing for Amendments to the 
Assessment Roll; Providing a Severability 
Clause; and Providing an Effective Date 

Mr. Rom presented Resolution 2023-06 and read the title. This allows for the imposition 

92 and collection of special assessments utilizing the services of the Tax Collector. 

93 

94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

On MOTION by Mr. Bouskila and seconded by Mr. Brown, with all in favor, 
Resolution 2023-06, Making a Determination of Benefit and Imposing Special 
Assessments for Fiscal Year 2023/2024; Providing for the Collection and 
Enforcement of Special Assessments; Certifying an Assessment Roll; Providing 
for Amendments to the Assessment Roll; Providing a Severability Clause; and 
Providing an Effective Date, was adopted. 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 

FIFTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of Florida 
Company Items 

This item was addressed following the Second Order of Business. 

Power & Light 

106 

107 
108 
109 

SIXTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Discussion: RFP for Security Services 

Mr. Rom stated the current agreement with Allied Universal expires on January 7, 2024 

110 and there is no auto-renewal provision. Due to the amount of the contract, it is necessary to 

111 publicize a Request for Proposals (RFP) for Security Services and have the Board consider 

112 Responses at the September or October meeting. The Board authorized Staff to proceed with 

113 the RFP. 

114 

115 
116 
117 
118 

SEVENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS 

This item was deferred. 

Discussion: RFP for Property Management 
Services 

119 
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MIAMI WORLD CENTER CDD DRAFT July 18, 2023 

EIGHTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Presentation of Audited Financial Report 
121 for the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 
122 2022, Prepared by Grau & Associates 
123 
124 Mr. Rom presented the Audited Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ended September 

30, 2022 and noted the pertinent information. There were no findings, recommendations, 

126 deficiencies on internal control or instances of non-compliance; it was a clean audit. 

127 

128 NINTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of Resolution 2023-07, 
129 Hereby Accepting the Audited Financial 

Report for the Fiscal Year Ended 
131 September 30, 2022 
132 

133 On MOTION by Mr. Bouskila and seconded by Mr. Brown, with all in favor, 
134 Resolution 2023-07, Hereby Accepting the Audited Financial Report for the 

Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2022, was adopted. 

136 
137 
138 TENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Acceptance of Unaudited Financial 
139 Statements as of May 31, 2023 

141 On MOTION by Mr. Chiste and seconded by Mr. Bouskila, with all in favor, the 
142 Unaudited Financial Statements as of May 31, 2023, were accepted. 

143 
144 

ELEVENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Approval of May 16, 2023 Regular Meeting 
146 Minutes 
147 

148 On MOTION by Mr. Bouskila and seconded by Mr. DiCristina, with all in favor, 
149 the May 16, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes, as presented, were approved. 

151 
152 TWELFTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Staff Reports 
153 
154 A. District Counsel: Billing, Cochran, Lyles, Mauro & Ramsey, P.A. 

• Required Ethics Training 

156 Ms. Wald presented a Memorandum prepared by her office regarding ethics training for 

157 public officials and discussed a check-box on Form 1 that must be checked to confirm 

158 completion of the required training, Sunshine and Public Records laws and the websites that 

159 will offer the courses. 

B. District Engineer: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 

4 



          

 

      

                

              

   

                 

                

            

               

              

                 

    

  

            
           

          

  
  

       

             

                

      

            

          

    

           

  

     
  

    

  

     
  

               
      

165

170

175

180

185

190

MIAMI WORLD CENTER CDD DRAFT July 18, 2023 

161 Mr. Buchler reported the following: 

162 ➢ A few improvements made through the PIA contract in 2022 are being turned over, 

163 including a large change order and requisitions; once conveyed, the improvements will become 

164 CDD improvements. 

➢ While completing the projects and turning them over to the City and the County, Clark 

166 noted issues regarding a drop off. Staff will have to redesign the area, re-permit, reconstruct 

167 part of it, certify it and re-submit it to the County. 

168 ➢ Kimley-Horn Amendments 9 and 10, related to the cost projections of the construction 

169 phase of the PIA improvements were underestimated and must be promptly reviewed and 

adjusted. Mr. Buchler asked if a Board Member can be assigned to review them and approve 

171 the increases. 

172 

173 On MOTION by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Bouskila, with all in favor, 
174 authorizing Staff and Supervisor DiCristina to review and execute Amendments 

9 and 10 of the Kimley-Horn Contract, was approved. 

176 
177 
178 C. Operations Manager: Jones Lang Lasalle Americas, Inc. 

179 Mr. Perez stated he recently received the Holiday Decoration Proposal for $160,000, 

which is budgeted, and will forward it to the Board and Mr. Rom for approval. 

181 D. District Manager: Wrathell, Hunt and Associates, LLC 

182 • 628 Registered Voters in District as of April 15, 2023 

183 • NEXT MEETING DATE: August 15, 2023 at 11:00 AM 

184 o QUORUM CHECK 

The next meeting will be August 15, 2023, unless cancelled. 

186 

187 THIRTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Public Comments 
188 
189 There were no public comments. 

191 FOURTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Adjournment 
192 

193 On MOTION by Mr. Bouskila and seconded by Mr. Chiste, with all in favor, the 
194 meeting adjourned at 12:13 p.m. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: District Manager 

FROM: Billing, Cochran, Lyles, Mauro & Ramsey, P.A. 

District Counsel 

DATE: July 20, 2023 

RE: 2023 Legislative Update 

As District Counsel, throughout the year we continuously monitor pending legislation that 

may be applicable to the governance and operation of our Community Development District and 

other Special District clients. It is at this time of year that we summarize those legislative acts that 

have become law during the most recent legislative session, as follows: 

1. Chapter 2023 – 134, Laws of Florida (SB 346). The legislation requires contracts 

for construction services between a local government entity and a contractor to include a “punch 

list”1 of items required to render complete, satisfactory, and acceptable the construction services 

contracted for, which punch list outlines the estimated cost of each item necessary to complete the 

work. The law requires local governments to pay all portions of the contract balance, except for 

150 percent of the portion of the contract balance attributed to those projects on the punch list, 

within 20 days after the punch list is created, subject to certain exceptions. The legislation limits a 

local government’s ability to withhold payment of certain amounts under the contract to only those 

subject to a written good faith dispute or claims against public surety bonds. The law clarifies that 

a local government must pay the undisputed portions of a contract within 20 days of the request for 

payment. Lastly, the legislation amends the definition of “public works project” in section 

255.0992, F.S., to include any construction, maintenance, repair, renovation, remodeling, or 

improvement activity that is paid for with state-appropriated funds. The effective date of this act 

is July 1, 2023. 

2. Chapter 2023 – 17, Laws of Florida (SB 102). The legislation makes various changes 

and additions to affordable housing related programs and policies at both the state and local level. 

With regard to local governments, the law: 

• Preempts local government requirements regarding zoning, density, and height to 

allow for streamlined development of affordable housing in commercial and mixed-

use zoned areas under certain circumstances. Developments that meet the 

requirements may not require a zoning change or comprehensive plan amendment. 

1 The punch list is created within a contractually-specified timeframe after the contractor reaches substantial completion of the 

construction services as defined in the contract, or if that is not defined, then after the project reaches beneficial occupancy or use. If the 

contract is valued at less than $10 million, then the punch list must be developed within 30 calendar days; if the contract is valued at $10 

million or more, then the punch list must be developed within 45 calendar days. 

1 



 

 

      

     

 

   

 

 
  

 

     

    

    

 

    

    

 

   

  

 

 

    

 

              

   

   

    

        

  

     

  

        

           

   

 

                   

   

           

    

   

   

     

      

 
          

                 

        

        

• Removes a local government’s ability to approve affordable housing on residential 
parcels by bypassing state and local laws that may otherwise preclude such 

development, while retaining such right for commercial and industrial parcels. 

• Removes a provision that allows local governments to impose rent control under 

certain circumstances, preempting rent control ordinances entirely. 

• Requires counties and cities to update and electronically publish the inventory of 

publicly owned properties, for counties including property owned by a dependent 

special district, which may be appropriate for affordable housing development. 

• Authorizes the Florida Housing Finance Corporation, through contract with the 

Florida Housing Coalition, to provide technical assistance to local governments to 

facilitate the use or lease of county or municipal property for affordable housing 

purposes. 

• Requires local governments to maintain a public written policy outlining procedures 

for expediting building permits and development orders for affordable housing 

projects. 

• Provides that the Keys Workforce Housing Initiative is an exception to evacuation 

time requirements and that comprehensive plan and land use amendments approved 

under that initiative are valid. 

The effective date of this act is July 1, 2023. 

3. Chapter 2023 – 31, Laws of Florida (SB 1604). The law makes a number of changes 

relating to comprehensive plans and land development regulations. Of interest to special districts, 

section 4 of the legislation amends section 189.031, F.S., to preclude independent special districts 

from complying with the terms of any development agreement, which is executed within three 

months preceding the effective date of a law, which modifies the manner of selecting members of 

the governing body of the special district from election to appointment or appointment to election. 

The newly elected or appointed governing body of the special district must review within four 

months of taking office any such development agreement and vote on whether to seek readoption 

of the agreement. The law applies to any development agreement that is in effect on, or is executed 

after July 1, 2023, which is the effective date of this law. Section 4 of the Act expires July 1, 2028, 

unless reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature. 

4. Chapter 2023 – 28, Laws of Florida (HB 3). This legislation codifies and extends 

the policy adopted by the Trustees2 requiring all investment decisions relating to the state retirement 

system be based solely on pecuniary factors3. The law extended that policy to all funds managed 

by the State Board of Administration (SBA), all funds of the state Treasury, all local government 

retirement plans, investments of local government surplus funds, and investments of funds raised 

by citizen support and direct-support organizations. Investment managers who invest public funds 

on behalf of any of these entities may not sacrifice investment return or take additional investment 

risk to promote any non-pecuniary factor. The law requires any contract between a governmental 

2 The Governor, Chief Financial Officer, and Attorney General serve as the SBA’s Board of Trustees. 
3 The term “pecuniary factor” is defined as a factor that is expected “to have a material effect on the risk or return of an investment based 

on appropriate investment horizons consistent with applicable investment objectives and funding policy. The term does not include the 

consideration of the furtherance of any social, political, or ideological interests.” 

2 



 

 

    

    

   

    

   

      

      

  

  

 

      

      

    

     

         

   

 

       

   

   

   

        

   

 

      

     

    

  

      

  

 

              

     

      

 

  

 
              

              

         

               

                   

              

         

         

            

           

          

entity4 and an investment manager executed, amended, or renewed on or after July 1, 2023, to 

contain a provision requiring the investment manager to include a disclaimer in an external 

communication, if the communication is to a company in which the investment manager has 

invested public funds and discusses social, political, or ideological interests. The required 

disclaimer must state: “The views and opinions expressed in this communication are those of the 

sender and do not reflect the views and opinions of the people of the state of Florida.” All contracts 

with investment managers executed, amended, or renewed on or after July 1, 2023, may be 

unilaterally terminated if certain communications of an investment manager include discussion of 

social, political, or ideological interests and omit the required disclaimer. 

In addition, the legislation prohibits bond issuers5 from issuing an environmental, social, and 

corporate governance (ESG) bond or paying for a third-party verifier that certifies or verifies that 

a bond may be designated or labeled as an ESG bond6, renders opinions or produces a report on 

ESG compliance, among other ESG-related services. Issuers are also prohibited from contracting 

with a rating agency whose ESG scores for the issuer will have a direct, negative impact on the 

issuer’s bond ratings. 

The act further prohibits consideration of social, political, or ideological beliefs in state and local 

government contracting, and explicitly notes that this includes all political subdivisions of the state. 

Specifically, the law prohibits an awarding body from (1) requesting documentation or considering 

a vendor’s social, political, or ideological beliefs when determining if the vendor is a responsible 

vendor; or (2) giving a preference to a vendor based on the vendor’s social, political, or ideological 
beliefs. 

Lastly, the legislation amends the definition of a “qualified public depository” to prohibit 
government entities from depositing funds in banks that make it a practice to deny or cancel 

services of their customers based on a person’s political opinions, speech, affiliations, lawful 

ownership or sales of firearms, production of fossil fuels or other factors related to ESG. Pursuant 

to current law, all public deposits may only be deposited in a qualified public depository. The 

effective date of this legislation is July 1, 2023. 

5. Chapter 2023 – 32, Laws of Florida (SB 258). The legislation bans the use of 

prohibited applications7 on devices issued to an employee or officer by a public employer, or 

otherwise used on a network that is owned, operated, or maintained by a public employer. This law 

requires the Department of Management Services (DMS) to create and maintain a list of prohibited 

applications of any Internet application that it deems to present a security risk in the form of 

4 The law defines “governmental entity” to mean a state, regional, county, municipal, special district, or other political subdivision whether 

executive, judicial, or legislative, including, but not limited to, a department, division, board, bureau, commission, authority, district, or 

agency thereof, or a public school, Florida College System institution, state university, or associated board. 
5 Any public body corporate and politic authorized or created by general or special law and granted the power to issue bonds. 
6 An ESG bond is any bond that has been designated or labeled as a bond that will be used to finance a project with an ESG purpose, 

including, but not limited to, green bonds, Certified Climate Bonds, GreenStar designated bonds, and other environmental bonds marketed 

as promoting a generalized or global environmental objective; social bonds marketed as promoting a social objective; and sustainability 

bonds and sustainable development goal bonds marketed as promoting both environmental and social objectives. It includes bonds self-

designated by the issuer as ESG-labeled bonds and those designated as ESG-labeled bonds by a third-party verifier. 
7 A “prohibited application” is defined as any application that participates in certain activities, such as conducting cyber-espionage against 

a public employer, and that is created, maintained, or owned by a foreign principal. 
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unauthorized access to, or temporary unavailability of the public employer’s records, digital assets, 
systems, networks, servers, or information. Public employers must block access to any prohibited 

application via their wireless networks and virtual private networks; restrict access to any 

prohibited application on any government cell phone, laptop, desktop computer, tablet computer, 

or other electronic device that can connect to the Internet that has been issued to an employee or 

officer for a work-related purpose; and retain the ability to remotely wipe and uninstall any 

prohibited application from any such device that is believed to have been adversely impacted by a 

prohibited application. The legislation requires an employee or officer of a CDD to remove any 

prohibited application from his or her government-issued device within 15 days of the DMS’ 
publication of its list of prohibited applications, and within 15 days of any subsequent update to the 

list of prohibited applications. The effective date of this legislation is July 1, 2023. 

6. Chapter 2023 – 33, Laws of Florida (SB 264). The legislation restricts the issuance 

of government contracts or economic development incentives to foreign entities that are owned by, 

controlled by or organized under the laws of a foreign country of concern 8. The law further prohibits 

a foreign principal9 from owning or acquiring agricultural land or other interests in real property 

on or within 10 miles of a military installation or critical infrastructure facility. A foreign principal 

that owns agricultural land acquired before July 1, 2023, may continue to hold such land and must 

register with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) by January 1, 

2024. If the property owned or acquired before July 1, 2023, is on or within 10 miles of a military 

installation or critical infrastructure facility, the foreign principal must similarly register with the 

Department of Economic Opportunity by December 31, 2023. The law prohibits the People’s 

Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, its officials and members, other political party 

official or members, other legal entities or subsidiaries organized under the laws of, or having a 

principal place of business in, China or its political subdivisions, or other persons domiciled in 

China, who are not U.S. citizens or lawful permanent residents of the United States, from 

purchasing or acquiring an interest in, real property in Florida. Finally, the act amends s. 836.05, 

F.S., relating to criminal threats and extortion, to provide that a person who violates the statute 

while acting as a foreign agent for the purpose of benefitting a foreign country of concern, commits 

a first degree felony. The effective date of this legislation is July 1, 2023. 

7. Chapter 2023 – 264, Laws of Florida (SB 7008). The legislation amends Section 

119.071(3)(c)1., F.S., to save from repeal, the public records exemption for information relating to 

the following information held by an agency: 

• Building plans; 

• Blueprints; 

• Schematic drawings; and 

8 The People’s Republic of China, The Russian Federation, The Islamic Republic of Iran, The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
The Republic of Cuba, The Venezuelan Regime of Nicolas Maduro, or The Syrian Arab Republic, including any agency of or other entity 

within significant control of such foreign country of concern. 
9 “Foreign principal” means: The government or any official of the government of a foreign country of concern; A political party or 

member of a political party or any subdivision of a political party in a foreign country of concern; A partnership, association, corporation, 

organization, or other combination of persons organized under the laws of, or having its principal place of business in, a foreign country of 

concern, or a subsidiary of such entity; or o Any person who is domiciled in a foreign country of concern and is not a citizen or lawful 

permanent resident of the United States. 
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• Diagrams, including draft, preliminary, and final formats, which depict the internal layout 

or structural elements of an attractions and recreation facility, entertainment or resort 

complex, industrial complex, retail and service development, office development, health 

care facility, or hotel or motel development. 

The effective date of this act is October 1, 2023. 

8. Chapter 2023 – 75, Laws of Florida (HB 7007). The legislation removes the 

scheduled repeal date of the public record and public meeting exemptions for security or fire safety 

system plans under Sections 119.071(3)(a) and 286.0113(1), F.S., thereby maintaining the public 

record and public meeting exemptions for such plans. The effective date of this act is October 1, 

2023. 

For convenience, we have included copies of the legislation referenced in this 

memorandum. We request that you include this memorandum as part of the agenda packages for 

upcoming meetings of the governing boards of those special districts in which you serve as the 

District Manager and this firm serves as District Counsel. For purposes of the agenda package, it 

is not necessary to include the attached legislation, as we can provide copies to anyone requesting 

the same. Copies of the referenced legislation are also accessible by visiting this link: 

http://laws.flrules.org/. 
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CHAPTE  2023-134 

Committee Substitute for 
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 346 

An act relating to public construction; amending s. 218.735, F.S.; requiring 
that certain contracts provide the estimated cost to complete each item on 
a specified list; requiring that such contracts specify the process for 
determining the cost to complete each item on the list; revising the 
extension by contract of a specified timeframe to develop and review a 
specified list; requiring a local governmental entity to pay a contractor the 
remaining contract balance within a specified timeframe; authorizing the 
contractor to submit a payment request for the amount withheld by the 
local governmental entity under specified conditions; authorizing a 
contractor to submit a payment request to the local governmental entity 
for the remaining balance of the contract, under specified conditions; 
requiring a local governmental entity to pay the contractor within a 
specified timeframe; requiring the local governmental entity to pay the 
remaining balance of the contract under specified conditions; revising the 
conditions that require a local governmental entity to pay or release 
amounts subject to certain disputes or claims; amending s. 218.76, F.S.; 
revising the timeframe within which proceedings must commence to 
resolve disputes between vendors and local governmental entities; 
revising the timeframe for such proceedings to conclude; amending s. 
255.073, F.S.; requiring that undisputed portions of payment requests be 
paid within a specified timeframe; amending s. 255.074, F.S.; revising the 
timeframe for a public entity to submit a payment request to the Chief 
Financial Officer; amending s. 255.077, F.S.; requiring that certain 
contracts provide the estimated cost to complete each item on a specified 
list; requiring that such contracts specify the process for determining the 
cost to complete the items on the list; revising the extension authorized by 
contract to develop the specified list; requiring the public entity to pay the 
contractor the remaining balance of the contract within a specified 
timeframe; requiring a public entity to pay all remaining retainage if 
the public entity has not developed a specified list; amending s. 255.078, 
F.S.; revising the conditions that require a public entity to pay or release 
amounts subject to certain disputes or claims; amending s. 255.0992, F.S.; 
revising the definition of the term “public works project”; providing an 
effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Subsection (7) and paragraph (c) of subsection (8) of section 
218.735, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

218.735 Timely payment for purchases of construction services.— 

(7) Each contract for construction services between a local governmental 
entity and a contractor must provide for the development of a single list of 

1 
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Ch. 2023 134 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023 134 

items and the estimated cost to complete each item on the list required to 
render complete, satisfactory, and acceptable the construction services 
purchased by the local governmental entity. 

(a) The contract must specify the process for developing the list and for 
determining the cost to complete each item on the list, and should include, 
including the responsibilities of the local governmental entity and the 
contractor in developing and reviewing the list and a reasonable time for 
developing the list: 

1. For construction projects having an estimated cost of less than $10 
million, within 30 calendar days after reaching substantial completion of the 
construction services purchased as defined in the contract, or, if not defined 
in the contract, upon reaching beneficial occupancy or use; or 

2. For construction projects having an estimated cost of $10 million or 
more, within 30 calendar days, or, if extended by contract, up to 45 60 
calendar days after reaching substantial completion of the construction 
services purchased as defined in the contract, or, if not defined in the 
contract, upon reaching beneficial occupancy or use. 

The contract must also specify a date for the delivery of the list of items, not 
to exceed 5 days after the list of items has been developed and reviewed in 
accordance with the time periods set forth in subparagraphs 1. and 2. 

(b) If the contract between the local governmental entity and the 
contractor relates to the purchase of construction services on more than 
one building or structure, or involves a multiphased project, the contract 
must provide for the development of a list of items required to render 
complete, satisfactory, and acceptable all the construction services pur-
chased pursuant to the contract for each building, structure, or phase of the 
project within the time limitations provided in paragraph (a). 

(c) The final contract completion date must be at least 30 days after the 
delivery of the list of items. If the list is not provided to the contractor by the 
agreed upon date for delivery of the list, the contract time for completion 
must be extended by the number of days the local governmental entity 
exceeded the delivery date. Damages may not be assessed against a 
contractor for failing to complete a project within the time required by the 
contract, unless the contractor failed to complete the project within the 
contract period as extended under this paragraph. 

(d) The failure to include any corrective work or pending items not yet 
completed on the list does not alter the responsibility of the contractor to 
complete all the construction services purchased pursuant to the contract. 

(e) Within 20 business days after the list is created, the local govern-
mental entity must pay the contractor the remaining contract balance that 
includes all retainage previously withheld by the local governmental entity 

2 
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less an amount equal to 150 percent of the estimated cost to complete the 
items on the list. 

(f) Upon completion of all items on the list, the contractor may submit a 
payment request for the amount all remaining retainage withheld by the 
local governmental entity pursuant to paragraph (e) this section. If a good 
faith dispute exists as to whether one or more items identified on the list 
have been completed pursuant to the contract, the local governmental entity 
may continue to withhold up to 150 percent of the total costs to complete 
such items. 

(g)(f) All items that require correction under the contract which and that 
are identified after the preparation and delivery of the list remain the 
obligation of the contractor as defined by the contract. 

(h)(g) Warranty items or items not included in the list of items required 
under paragraph (a) may not affect the final payment of retainage as 
provided in paragraph (e) this section or as provided in the contract between 
the contractor and its subcontractors and suppliers. 

(i)(h)  etainage may not be held by a local governmental entity or a 
contractor to secure payment of insurance premiums under a consolidated 
insurance program or series of insurance policies issued to a local 
governmental entity or a contractor for a project or group of projects, and 
the final payment of retainage as provided in this section may not be delayed 
pending a final audit by the local governmental entity’s or contractor’s 
insurance provider. 

(j)(i) If a local governmental entity fails to comply with its responsi-
bilities to develop the list required under paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) 
within the time limitations provided in paragraph (a), the contractor may 
submit a payment request to the local governmental entity for the all 
remaining balance of the contract, including all remaining retainage 
withheld by the local governmental entity. The local governmental entity 
must pay the contractor pursuant to this section; and payment of any 
remaining undisputed contract amount, less any amount withheld pursuant 
to the contract for incomplete or uncorrected work, must be paid within 20 
business days after receipt of a proper invoice or payment request. If the 
local governmental entity has provided written notice to the contractor 
specifying the failure of the contractor to meet contract requirements in the 
development of the list of items to be completed, the local governmental 
entity must pay the contractor the remaining balance of the contract, less an 
amount equal to 150 percent of the estimated cost to complete the items that 
the local governmental entity intended to include on the list need not pay or 
process any payment request for retainage if the contractor has, in whole or 
in part, failed to cooperate with the local governmental entity in the 
development of the list or to perform its contractual responsibilities, if any, 
with regard to the development of the list or if paragraph (8)(c) applies. 

(8) 
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(c) This section does not require the local governmental entity to pay or 
release any amounts that are the subject of a good faith dispute made in 
writing pursuant to the contract or, the subject of a claim brought pursuant 
to s. 255.05, or otherwise the subject of a claim or demand by the local 
governmental entity or contractor. 

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 218.76, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

218.76 Improper payment request or invoice; resolution of disputes.— 

(2)(a) If a dispute arises between a vendor and a local governmental 
entity concerning payment of a payment request or an invoice, the dispute 
must shall be finally determined by the local governmental entity pursuant 
to a dispute resolution procedure established by the local governmental 
entity. Such procedure must provide that proceedings to resolve the dispute 
commence are commenced within 30 45 days after the date the payment 
request or proper invoice was received by the local governmental entity and 
conclude concluded by final decision of the local governmental entity within 
45 60 days after the date the payment request or proper invoice was received 
by the local governmental entity. Such procedures are not subject to chapter 
120 and do not constitute an administrative proceeding that prohibits a 
court from deciding de novo any action arising out of the dispute. If the 
dispute is resolved in favor of the local governmental entity, interest charges 
begin to accrue 15 days after the local governmental entity’s final decision. If 
the dispute is resolved in favor of the vendor, interest begins to accrue as of 
the original date the payment became due. 

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 255.073, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

255.073 Timely payment for purchases of construction services.— 

(2) If a public entity disputes a portion of a payment request, the 
undisputed portion must be timely paid by the date required under the 
contract or by 20 business days after receipt of the request, whichever is 
earlier. 

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 255.074, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

255.074 Procedures for calculation of payment due dates.— 

(3) A public entity must submit a payment request to the Chief Financial 
Officer for payment no later more than 14 20 days after receipt of the 
payment request. 

Section 5. Present subsections (4) through (8) of section 255.077, Florida 
Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (5) through (9), respectively, a new 
subsection (4) is added to that section, and subsection (1) and present 
subsection (8) of that section are amended, to read: 
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255.077 Project closeout and payment of retainage.— 

(1) Each contract for construction services between a public entity and a 
contractor must provide for the development of a list of items and the 
estimated cost to complete each item on the list required to render complete, 
satisfactory, and acceptable the construction services purchased by the 
public entity. The contract must specify the process for the development of 
the list and for determining the cost to complete each item on the list, and 
should include the, including responsibilities of the public entity and the 
contractor in developing and reviewing the list and a reasonable time for 
developing the list, as follows: 

(a) For construction projects having an estimated cost of less than $10 
million, within 30 calendar days after reaching substantial completion of the 
construction services purchased as defined in the contract, or, if not defined 
in the contract, upon reaching beneficial occupancy or use; or 

(b) For construction projects having an estimated cost of $10 million or 
more, within 30 calendar days, unless otherwise extended by contract not to 
exceed 45 60 calendar days, after reaching substantial completion of the 
construction services purchased as defined in the contract, or, if not defined 
in the contract, upon reaching beneficial occupancy or use. 

(4) Within 20 business days after developing the list, and after receipt of 
a proper invoice or payment request, the public entity must pay the 
contractor the remaining balance of the contract, including any remaining 
retainage withheld by the public entity pursuant to s. 255.078, less an 
amount equal to 150 percent of the estimated cost to complete the items on 
the list. 

(9)(8) If a public entity fails to comply with its responsibilities to develop 
the list required under subsection (1) or subsection (2), as defined in the 
contract, within the time limitations provided in subsection (1), the 
contractor may submit a payment request for all remaining retainage 
withheld by the public entity pursuant to s. 255.078 and the public entity 
must pay the contractor all remaining retainage previously withheld within 
20 days after receipt of the payment request. The public entity is not 
required to need not pay or process any payment request for retainage if the 
contractor has, in whole or in part, failed to cooperate with the public entity 
in the development of the list or failed to perform its contractual 
responsibilities, if any, with regard to the development of the list or if s. 
255.078(3) applies. 

Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 255.078, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

255.078 Public construction retainage.— 

(3) This section and s. 255.077 do not require the public entity to pay or 
release any amounts that are the subject of a good faith dispute made in 
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writing pursuant to the contract or, the subject of a claim brought pursuant 
to s. 255.05, or otherwise the subject of a claim or demand by the public 
entity or contractor. 

Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 255.0992, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

255.0992 Public works projects; prohibited governmental actions.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(b) “Public works project” means an activity exceeding $1 million in 
value that is paid for with any state-appropriated funds and that which 
consists of the construction, maintenance, repair, renovation, remodeling, or 
improvement of a building, road, street, sewer, storm drain, water system, 
site development, irrigation system, reclamation project, gas or electrical 
distribution system, gas or electrical substation, or other facility, project, or 
portion thereof that is owned in whole or in part by any political subdivision. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor May 25, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 25, 2023. 
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Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 102 

An act relating to housing; providing a short title; amending s. 125.0103, 
F.S.; deleting the authority of local governments to adopt or maintain 
laws, ordinances, rules, or other measures that would have the effect of 
imposing controls on rents; amending s. 125.01055, F.S.; revising 
applicability for areas of critical state concern; specifying requirements 
for, and restrictions on, counties in approving certain housing develop-
ments; providing for future expiration; amending s. 125.379, F.S.; revising 
the date by which counties must prepare inventory lists of real property; 
requiring counties to make the inventory lists publicly available on their 
websites; authorizing counties to use certain properties for affordable 
housing through a long-term land lease; revising requirements for 
counties relating to inventory lists of certain property for affordable 
housing; providing that counties are encouraged to adopt best practices for 
surplus land programs; amending s. 166.04151, F.S.; revising applicability 
for areas of critical state concern; specifying requirements for, and 
restrictions on, municipalities in approving applications for certain 
housing developments; providing for future expiration; amending s. 
166.043, F.S.; deleting the authority of local governments to adopt or 
maintain laws, ordinances, rules, or other measures that would have the 
effect of imposing controls on rents; amending s. 166.0451, F.S.; revising 
the date by which municipalities must prepare inventory lists of real 
property; requiring municipalities to make the inventory lists publicly 
available on their websites; authorizing municipalities to use certain 
properties for affordable housing through a long-term land lease; revising 
requirements for municipalities relating to inventory lists of certain 
property for affordable housing; providing that municipalities are en-
couraged to adopt best practices for surplus land programs; amending s. 
196.1978, F.S.; providing an exemption from ad valorem taxation for land 
that meets certain criteria; providing applicability; providing for future 
repeal; defining terms; providing an ad valorem tax exemption for portions 
of property in a multifamily project if certain conditions are met; providing 
that vacant units may be eligible for the exemption under certain 
circumstances; specifying percentages of the exemption for qualified 
properties; specifying requirements for applying for the exemption with 
the property appraiser; specifying requirements for requesting certifica-
tion from the Florida Housing Finance Corporation; specifying require-
ments for the corporation in reviewing requests, certifying property, and 
posting deadlines for applications; specifying requirements for property 
appraisers in reviewing and granting exemptions and for improperly 
granted exemptions; providing a penalty; providing limitations on elig-
ibility; specifying requirements for a rental market study; authorizing the 
corporation to adopt rules; providing applicability; providing for future 
repeal; creating s. 196.1979, F.S.; authorizing local governments to adopt 
ordinances to provide an ad valorem tax exemption for portions of property 
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used to provide affordable housing meeting certain requirements; spec-
ifying requirements and limitations for the exemption; providing that 
vacant units may be eligible for the exemption under certain circum-
stances; specifying requirements for ordinances granting an exemption; 
specifying requirements for a rental market study; providing that 
ordinances must expire within a certain timeframe; requiring the property 
appraiser to take certain action in response to an improperly granted 
exemption; providing a penalty; providing applicability; amending s. 
201.15, F.S.; suspending, for a specified period, the General  evenue 
Fund service charge on documentary stamp tax collections; providing for 
specified amounts of such collections to be credited to the State Housing 
Trust Fund for certain purposes; providing for certain amounts to be 
credited to the General  evenue Fund under certain circumstances; 
prohibiting the transfer of such funds to the General  evenue Fund in the 
General Appropriations Act; providing for the future expiration and 
reversion of specified statutory text; amending s. 212.08, F.S.; revising the 
total amount of community contribution tax credits which may be granted 
for certain projects; defining terms; providing a sales tax exemption for 
building materials used in the construction of affordable housing units; 
defining terms; specifying eligibility requirements; specifying require-
ments for applying for a sales tax refund with the Department of  evenue; 
specifying requirements for and limitations on refunds; providing require-
ments for the department in issuing refunds; authorizing the department 
to adopt rules; providing applicability; amending s. 213.053, F.S.; 
authorizing the department to make certain information available to 
the corporation to administer the Live Local Program; creating s. 215.212, 
F.S.; prohibiting the deduction of the General  evenue Fund service 
charge on documentary stamp tax proceeds; providing for future repeal; 
amending s. 215.22, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by the 
act; providing for the future expiration and reversion of specified statutory 
text; amending s. 220.02, F.S.; specifying the order of application of Live 
Local Program tax credits against the state corporate income tax; 
amending s. 220.13, F.S.; specifying requirements for the addition to 
adjusted federal income of amounts taken as a credit under the Live Local 
Program; amending s. 220.183, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes 
made by the act; amending s. 220.186, F.S.; providing applicability of Live 
Local Program tax credits to the Florida alternative minimum tax credit; 
creating s. 220.1878, F.S.; providing a credit against the state corporate 
income tax under the Live Local Program; specifying requirements and 
procedures for making eligible contributions and claiming the credit; 
amending s. 220.222, F.S.; requiring returns filed in connection with the 
Live Local Program tax credits to include the amount of certain credits; 
amending s. 253.034, F.S.; modifying requirements for the analysis 
included in land use plans; making technical changes; amending s. 
253.0341, F.S.; requiring that local government requests for the state to 
surplus conservation or nonconservation lands for any means of transfer 
be expedited throughout the surplusing process; amending s. 288.101, 
F.S.; authorizing the Governor, under the Florida Job Growth Grant 
Fund, to approve state or local public infrastructure projects to facilitate 
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the development or construction of affordable housing; providing for 
future repeal; amending s. 420.0003, F.S.; revising legislative intent for, 
and policies of, the state housing strategy; revising requirements for the 
implementation of the strategy; revising duties of the Shimberg Center for 
Housing Studies at the University of Florida; requiring the Office of 
Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability to evaluate 
specified strategies, policies, and programs at specified intervals; speci-
fying requirements for the office’s analyses; authorizing rule amend-
ments; amending s. 420.503, F.S.; revising the definition of the term 
“qualified contract” for purposes of the Florida Housing Finance Corpora-
tion Act; amending s. 420.504, F.S.; revising the composition of the 
corporation’s board of directors; providing specifications for filling 
vacancies on the board of directors; amending s. 420.507, F.S.; specifying 
a requirement for the corporation’s annual budget request to the Secretary 
of Economic Opportunity; providing for the future expiration and 
reversion of specified statutory text; amending s. 420.5087, F.S.; revising 
prioritization of funds for the State Apartment Incentive Loan Program; 
creating s. 420.50871, F.S.; specifying requirements for, and authorized 
actions by, the corporation in allocating certain increased revenues during 
specified fiscal years to finance certain housing projects; providing 
construction; providing for future repeal; providing a directive to the 
Division of Law  evision; creating s. 420.50872, F.S.; defining terms; 
creating the Live Local Program; specifying responsibilities of the 
corporation; specifying the annual tax credit cap; specifying requirements 
for applying for tax credits with the department; providing requirements 
for the carryforward of credits; specifying restrictions on, and require-
ments for, the conveyance, transfer, or assignment of credits; providing 
requirements and procedures for the rescindment of credits; specifying 
procedures for calculating underpayments and penalties; providing 
construction; authorizing the department and the corporation to develop 
a cooperative agreement; authorizing the department to adopt rules; 
requiring the department to annually notify certain taxpayers of certain 
information; creating s. 420.5096, F.S.; providing legislative findings; 
creating the Florida Hometown Hero Program for a specified purpose; 
authorizing the corporation to underwrite and make certain mortgage 
loans; specifying terms for such loans and requirements for borrowers; 
authorizing loans made under the program to be used for the purchase of 
certain manufactured homes; providing construction; amending s. 
420.531, F.S.; authorizing the Florida Housing Corporation to contract 
with certain entities to provide technical assistance to local governments 
in establishing selection criteria for proposals to use certain property for 
affordable housing purposes; amending s. 420.6075, F.S.; making techni-
cal changes; amending s. 553.792, F.S.; requiring local governments to 
maintain on their websites a policy relating to the expedited processing of 
certain building permits and development orders; amending s. 624.509, 
F.S.; specifying the order of application of Live Local Program tax credits 
against the insurance premium tax; amending s. 624.5105, F.S.; conform-
ing a provision to changes made by the act; creating s. 624.51058, F.S.; 
providing a credit against the insurance premium tax under the Live Local 

3 
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



Ch. 2023 17 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023 17 

Program; providing a requirement for making eligible contributions; 
providing construction; providing applicability; exempting a certain 
initiative from certain evacuation time constraints; specifying that certain 
comprehensive plan amendments are valid; authorizing certain local 
governments to adopt local ordinances or regulations for certain purposes; 
authorizing the department to adopt emergency rules; providing for future 
expiration of such rulemaking authority; providing appropriations; 
providing a declaration of important state interest; providing effective 
dates. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Live Local Act.” 

Section 2. Section 125.0103, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

125.0103 Ordinances and rules imposing price controls; findings re-
quired; procedures.— 

(1)(a) Except as hereinafter provided, a no county, municipality, or other 
entity of local government may not shall adopt or maintain in effect an 
ordinance or a rule that which has the effect of imposing price controls upon 
a lawful business activity that which is not franchised by, owned by, or under 
contract with, the governmental agency, unless specifically provided by 
general law. 

(b) This section does not prevent the enactment by local governments of 
public service rates otherwise authorized by law, including water, sewer, 
solid waste, public transportation, taxicab, or port rates, rates for towing of 
vehicles or vessels from or immobilization of vehicles or vessels on private 
property, or rates for removal and storage of wrecked or disabled vehicles or 
vessels from an accident scene or the removal and storage of vehicles or 
vessels in the event the owner or operator is incapacitated, unavailable, 
leaves the procurement of wrecker service to the law enforcement officer at 
the scene, or otherwise does not consent to the removal of the vehicle or 
vessel. 

(c) Counties must establish maximum rates which may be charged on 
the towing of vehicles or vessels from or immobilization of vehicles or vessels 
on private property, removal and storage of wrecked or disabled vehicles or 
vessels from an accident scene or for the removal and storage of vehicles or 
vessels, in the event the owner or operator is incapacitated, unavailable, 
leaves the procurement of wrecker service to the law enforcement officer at 
the scene, or otherwise does not consent to the removal of the vehicle or 
vessel. However, if a municipality chooses to enact an ordinance establishing 
the maximum rates for the towing or immobilization of vehicles or vessels as 
described in paragraph (b), the county’s ordinance does shall not apply 
within such municipality. 
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(2) No law, ordinance, rule, or other measure which would have the effect 
of imposing controls on rents shall be adopted or maintained in effect except 
as provided herein and unless it is found and determined, as hereinafter 
provided, that such controls are necessary and proper to eliminate an 
existing housing emergency which is so grave as to constitute a serious 
menace to the general public. 

(3) Any law, ordinance, rule, or other measure which has the effect of 
imposing controls on rents shall terminate and expire within 1 year and 
shall not be extended or renewed except by the adoption of a new measure 
meeting all the requirements of this section. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, no controls 
shall be imposed on rents for any accommodation used or offered for 
residential purposes as a seasonal or tourist unit, as a second housing unit, 
or on rents for dwelling units located in luxury apartment buildings. For the 
purposes of this section, a luxury apartment building is one wherein on 
January 1, 1977, the aggregate rent due on a monthly basis from all dwelling 
units as stated in leases or rent lists existing on that date divided by the 
number of dwelling units exceeds $250. 

(5) A No municipality, county, or other entity of local government may 
not shall adopt or maintain in effect any law, ordinance, rule, or other 
measure that which would have the effect of imposing controls on rents 
unless: 

(a) Such measure is duly adopted by the governing body of such entity of 
local government, after notice and public hearing, in accordance with all 
applicable provisions of the Florida and United States Constitutions, the 
charter or charters governing such entity of local government, this section, 
and any other applicable laws. 

(b) Such governing body makes and recites in such measure its findings 
establishing the existence in fact of a housing emergency so grave as to 
constitute a serious menace to the general public and that such controls are 
necessary and proper to eliminate such grave housing emergency. 

(c) Such measure is approved by the voters in such municipality, county, 
or other entity of local government. 

(6) In any court action brought to challenge the validity of rent control 
imposed pursuant to the provisions of this section, the evidentiary effect of 
any findings or recitations required by subsection (5) shall be limited to 
imposing upon any party challenging the validity of such measure the 
burden of going forward with the evidence, and the burden of proof (that is, 
the risk of nonpersuasion) shall rest upon any party seeking to have the 
measure upheld. 

(3)(7) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, municipa-
lities, counties, or other entities of local government may adopt and maintain 
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in effect any law, ordinance, rule, or other measure which is adopted for the 
purposes of increasing the supply of affordable housing using land use 
mechanisms such as inclusionary housing ordinances. 

Section 3. Subsections (5) and (6) of section 125.01055, Florida Statutes, 
are amended, and subsection (7) is added to that section, to read: 

125.01055 Affordable housing.— 

(5) Subsection (4) (2) does not apply in an area of critical state concern, as 
designated in s. 380.0552. 

(6) Notwithstanding any other law or local ordinance or regulation to the 
contrary, the board of county commissioners may approve the development 
of housing that is affordable, as defined in s. 420.0004, including, but not 
limited to, a mixed-use residential development, on any parcel zoned for 
residential, commercial, or industrial use. If a parcel is zoned for commercial 
or industrial use, an approval pursuant to this subsection may include any 
residential development project, including a mixed-use residential develop-
ment project, so long as at least 10 percent of the units included in the project 
are for housing that is affordable and the developer of the project agrees not 
to apply for or receive funding under s. 420.5087. The provisions of this 
subsection are self-executing and do not require the board of county 
commissioners to adopt an ordinance or a regulation before using the 
approval process in this subsection. 

(7)(a) A county must authorize multifamily and mixed-use residential as 
allowable uses in any area zoned for commercial, industrial, or mixed use if 
at least 40 percent of the residential units in a proposed multifamily rental 
development are, for a period of at least 30 years, affordable as defined in s. 
420.0004. Notwithstanding any other law, local ordinance, or regulation to 
the contrary, a county may not require a proposed multifamily development 
to obtain a zoning or land use change, special exception, conditional use 
approval, variance, or comprehensive plan amendment for the building 
height, zoning, and densities authorized under this subsection. For mixed-
use residential projects, at least 65 percent of the total square footage must 
be used for residential purposes. 

(b) A county may not restrict the density of a proposed development 
authorized under this subsection below the highest allowed density on any 
unincorporated land in the county where residential development is allowed. 

(c) A county may not restrict the height of a proposed development 
authorized under this subsection below the highest currently allowed height 
for a commercial or residential development located in its jurisdiction within 
1 mile of the proposed development or 3 stories, whichever is higher. 

(d) A proposed development authorized under this subsection must be 
administratively approved and no further action by the board of county 
commissioners is required if the development satisfies the county’s land 
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development regulations for multifamily developments in areas zoned for 
such use and is otherwise consistent with the comprehensive plan, with the 
exception of provisions establishing allowable densities, height, and land 
use. Such land development regulations include, but are not limited to, 
regulations relating to setbacks and parking requirements. 

(e) A county must consider reducing parking requirements for a 
proposed development authorized under this subsection if the development 
is located within one-half mile of a major transit stop, as defined in the 
county’s land development code, and the major transit stop is accessible from 
the development. 

(f) For proposed multifamily developments in an unincorporated area 
zoned for commercial or industrial use which is within the boundaries of a 
multicounty independent special district that was created to provide 
municipal services and is not authorized to levy ad valorem taxes, and 
less than 20 percent of the land area within such district is designated for 
commercial or industrial use, a county must authorize, as provided in this 
subsection, such development only if the development is mixed-use 
residential. 

(g) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a development 
authorized under this subsection must comply with all applicable state and 
local laws and regulations. 

(h) This subsection does not apply to property defined as recreational 
and commercial working waterfront in s. 342.201(2)(b) in any area zoned as 
industrial. 

(i) This subsection expires October 1, 2033. 

Section 4. Section 125.379, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

125.379 Disposition of county property for affordable housing.— 

(1) By October 1, 2023 July 1, 2007, and every 3 years thereafter, each 
county shall prepare an inventory list of all real property within its 
jurisdiction to which the county or any dependent special district within 
its boundaries holds fee simple title which that is appropriate for use as 
affordable housing. The inventory list must include the address and legal 
description of each such real property and specify whether the property is 
vacant or improved. The governing body of the county must review the 
inventory list at a public hearing and may revise it at the conclusion of the 
public hearing. The governing body of the county shall adopt a resolution 
that includes an inventory list of such property following the public hearing. 
Each county shall make the inventory list publicly available on its website to 
encourage potential development. 

(2) The properties identified as appropriate for use as affordable housing 
on the inventory list adopted by the county may be used for affordable 
housing through a long-term land lease requiring the development and 
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maintenance of affordable housing, offered for sale and the proceeds used to 
purchase land for the development of affordable housing or to increase the 
local government fund earmarked for affordable housing, or may be sold 
with a restriction that requires the development of the property as 
permanent affordable housing, or may be donated to a nonprofit housing 
organization for the construction of permanent affordable housing. Alter-
natively, the county or special district may otherwise make the property 
available for use for the production and preservation of permanent 
affordable housing. For purposes of this section, the term “affordable” has 
the same meaning as in s. 420.0004(3). 

(3) Counties are encouraged to adopt best practices for surplus land 
programs, including, but not limited to: 

(a) Establishing eligibility criteria for the receipt or purchase of surplus 
land by developers; 

(b) Making the process for requesting surplus lands publicly available; 
and 

(c) Ensuring long-term affordability through ground leases by retaining 
the right of first refusal to purchase property that would be sold or offered at 
market rate and by requiring reversion of property not used for affordable 
housing within a certain timeframe. 

Section 5. Subsections (5) and (6) of section 166.04151, Florida Statutes, 
are amended, and subsection (7) is added to that section, to read: 

166.04151 Affordable housing.— 

(5) Subsection (4) (2) does not apply in an area of critical state concern, as 
designated by s. 380.0552 or chapter 28-36, Florida Administrative Code. 

(6) Notwithstanding any other law or local ordinance or regulation to the 
contrary, the governing body of a municipality may approve the development 
of housing that is affordable, as defined in s. 420.0004, including, but not 
limited to, a mixed-use residential development, on any parcel zoned for 
residential, commercial, or industrial use. If a parcel is zoned for commercial 
or industrial use, an approval pursuant to this subsection may include any 
residential development project, including a mixed-use residential develop-
ment project, so long as at least 10 percent of the units included in the project 
are for housing that is affordable and the developer of the project agrees not 
to apply for or receive funding under s. 420.5087. The provisions of this 
subsection are self-executing and do not require the governing body to adopt 
an ordinance or a regulation before using the approval process in this 
subsection. 

(7)(a) A municipality must authorize multifamily and mixed-use resi-
dential as allowable uses in any area zoned for commercial, industrial, or 
mixed use if at least 40 percent of the residential units in a proposed 
multifamily rental development are, for a period of at least 30 years, 
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affordable as defined in s. 420.0004. Notwithstanding any other law, local 
ordinance, or regulation to the contrary, a municipality may not require a 
proposed multifamily development to obtain a zoning or land use change, 
special exception, conditional use approval, variance, or comprehensive plan 
amendment for the building height, zoning, and densities authorized under 
this subsection. For mixed-use residential projects, at least 65 percent of the 
total square footage must be used for residential purposes. 

(b) A municipality may not restrict the density of a proposed develop-
ment authorized under this subsection below the highest allowed density on 
any land in the municipality where residential development is allowed. 

(c) A municipality may not restrict the height of a proposed development 
authorized under this subsection below the highest currently allowed height 
for a commercial or residential development located in its jurisdiction within 
1 mile of the proposed development or 3 stories, whichever is higher. 

(d) A proposed development authorized under this subsection must be 
administratively approved and no further action by the governing body of 
the municipality is required if the development satisfies the municipality’s 
land development regulations for multifamily developments in areas zoned 
for such use and is otherwise consistent with the comprehensive plan, with 
the exception of provisions establishing allowable densities, height, and land 
use. Such land development regulations include, but are not limited to, 
regulations relating to setbacks and parking requirements. 

(e) A municipality must consider reducing parking requirements for a 
proposed development authorized under this subsection if the development 
is located within one-half mile of a major transit stop, as defined in the 
municipality’s land development code, and the major transit stop is 
accessible from the development. 

(f) A municipality that designates less than 20 percent of the land area 
within its jurisdiction for commercial or industrial use must authorize a 
proposed multifamily development as provided in this subsection in areas 
zoned for commercial or industrial use only if the proposed multifamily 
development is mixed-use residential. 

(g) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a development 
authorized under this subsection must comply with all applicable state and 
local laws and regulations. 

(h) This subsection does not apply to property defined as recreational 
and commercial working waterfront in s. 342.201(2)(b) in any area zoned as 
industrial. 

(i) This subsection expires October 1, 2033. 

Section 6. Section 166.043, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
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166.043 Ordinances and rules imposing price controls; findings required; 
procedures.— 

(1)(a) Except as hereinafter provided, a no county, municipality, or other 
entity of local government may not shall adopt or maintain in effect an 
ordinance or a rule that which has the effect of imposing price controls upon 
a lawful business activity that which is not franchised by, owned by, or under 
contract with, the governmental agency, unless specifically provided by 
general law. 

(b) This section does not prevent the enactment by local governments of 
public service rates otherwise authorized by law, including water, sewer, 
solid waste, public transportation, taxicab, or port rates, rates for towing of 
vehicles or vessels from or immobilization of vehicles or vessels on private 
property, or rates for removal and storage of wrecked or disabled vehicles or 
vessels from an accident scene or the removal and storage of vehicles or 
vessels in the event the owner or operator is incapacitated, unavailable, 
leaves the procurement of wrecker service to the law enforcement officer at 
the scene, or otherwise does not consent to the removal of the vehicle or 
vessel. 

(c) Counties must establish maximum rates which may be charged on 
the towing of vehicles or vessels from or immobilization of vehicles or vessels 
on private property, removal and storage of wrecked or disabled vehicles or 
vessels from an accident scene or for the removal and storage of vehicles or 
vessels, in the event the owner or operator is incapacitated, unavailable, 
leaves the procurement of wrecker service to the law enforcement officer at 
the scene, or otherwise does not consent to the removal of the vehicle or 
vessel. However, if a municipality chooses to enact an ordinance establishing 
the maximum rates for the towing or immobilization of vehicles or vessels as 
described in paragraph (b), the county’s ordinance established under s. 
125.0103 does shall not apply within such municipality. 

(2) No law, ordinance, rule, or other measure which would have the effect 
of imposing controls on rents shall be adopted or maintained in effect except 
as provided herein and unless it is found and determined, as hereinafter 
provided, that such controls are necessary and proper to eliminate an 
existing housing emergency which is so grave as to constitute a serious 
menace to the general public. 

(3) Any law, ordinance, rule, or other measure which has the effect of 
imposing controls on rents shall terminate and expire within 1 year and 
shall not be extended or renewed except by the adoption of a new measure 
meeting all the requirements of this section. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, no controls 
shall be imposed on rents for any accommodation used or offered for 
residential purposes as a seasonal or tourist unit, as a second housing unit, 
or on rents for dwelling units located in luxury apartment buildings. For the 
purposes of this section, a luxury apartment building is one wherein on 
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January 1, 1977, the aggregate rent due on a monthly basis from all dwelling 
units as stated in leases or rent lists existing on that date divided by the 
number of dwelling units exceeds $250. 

(5) A No municipality, county, or other entity of local government may 
not shall adopt or maintain in effect any law, ordinance, rule, or other 
measure that which would have the effect of imposing controls on rents 
unless: 

(a) Such measure is duly adopted by the governing body of such entity of 
local government, after notice and public hearing, in accordance with all 
applicable provisions of the Florida and United States Constitutions, the 
charter or charters governing such entity of local government, this section, 
and any other applicable laws. 

(b) Such governing body makes and recites in such measure its findings 
establishing the existence in fact of a housing emergency so grave as to 
constitute a serious menace to the general public and that such controls are 
necessary and proper to eliminate such grave housing emergency. 

(c) Such measure is approved by the voters in such municipality, county, 
or other entity of local government. 

(6) In any court action brought to challenge the validity of rent control 
imposed pursuant to the provisions of this section, the evidentiary effect of 
any findings or recitations required by subsection (5) shall be limited to 
imposing upon any party challenging the validity of such measure the 
burden of going forward with the evidence, and the burden of proof (that is, 
the risk of nonpersuasion) shall rest upon any party seeking to have the 
measure upheld. 

(3)(7) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, municipa-
lities, counties, or other entity of local government may adopt and maintain 
in effect any law, ordinance, rule, or other measure which is adopted for the 
purposes of increasing the supply of affordable housing using land use 
mechanisms such as inclusionary housing ordinances. 

Section 7. Section 166.0451, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

166.0451 Disposition of municipal property for affordable housing.— 

(1) By October 1, 2023 July 1, 2007, and every 3 years thereafter, each 
municipality shall prepare an inventory list of all real property within its 
jurisdiction to which the municipality or any dependent special district 
within its boundaries holds fee simple title which that is appropriate for use 
as affordable housing. The inventory list must include the address and legal 
description of each such property and specify whether the property is vacant 
or improved. The governing body of the municipality must review the 
inventory list at a public hearing and may revise it at the conclusion of the 
public hearing. Following the public hearing, the governing body of the 
municipality shall adopt a resolution that includes an inventory list of such 
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property. Each municipality shall make the inventory list publicly available 
on its website to encourage potential development. 

(2) The properties identified as appropriate for use as affordable housing 
on the inventory list adopted by the municipality may be used for affordable 
housing through a long-term land lease requiring the development and 
maintenance of affordable housing, offered for sale and the proceeds may be 
used to purchase land for the development of affordable housing or to 
increase the local government fund earmarked for affordable housing, or 
may be sold with a restriction that requires the development of the property 
as permanent affordable housing, or may be donated to a nonprofit housing 
organization for the construction of permanent affordable housing. Alter-
natively, the municipality or special district may otherwise make the 
property available for use for the production and preservation of permanent 
affordable housing. For purposes of this section, the term “affordable” has 
the same meaning as in s. 420.0004(3). 

(3) Municipalities are encouraged to adopt best practices for surplus land 
programs, including, but not limited to: 

(a) Establishing eligibility criteria for the receipt or purchase of surplus 
land by developers; 

(b) Making the process for requesting surplus lands publicly available; 
and 

(c) Ensuring long-term affordability through ground leases by retaining 
the right of first refusal to purchase property that would be sold or offered at 
market rate and by requiring reversion of property not used for affordable 
housing within a certain timeframe. 

Section 8. Effective January 1, 2024, subsection (1) of section 196.1978, 
Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (3) is added to that section, to 
read: 

196.1978 Affordable housing property exemption.— 

(1)(a) Property used to provide affordable housing to eligible persons as 
defined by s. 159.603 and natural persons or families meeting the extremely-
low-income, very-low-income, low-income, or moderate-income limits spec-
ified in s. 420.0004, which is owned entirely by a nonprofit entity that is a 
corporation not for profit, qualified as charitable under s. 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal  evenue Code and in compliance with  ev. Proc. 96-32, 1996-1 C.B. 
717, is considered property owned by an exempt entity and used for a 
charitable purpose, and those portions of the affordable housing property 
that provide housing to natural persons or families classified as extremely 
low income, very low income, low income, or moderate income under s. 
420.0004 are exempt from ad valorem taxation to the extent authorized 
under s. 196.196. All property identified in this subsection must comply with 
the criteria provided under s. 196.195 for determining exempt status and 
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applied by property appraisers on an annual basis. The Legislature intends 
that any property owned by a limited liability company which is disregarded 
as an entity for federal income tax purposes pursuant to Treasury 
 egulation 301.7701-3(b)(1)(ii) be treated as owned by its sole member. If 
the sole member of the limited liability company that owns the property is 
also a limited liability company that is disregarded as an entity for federal 
income tax purposes pursuant to Treasury  egulation 301.7701-3(b)(1)(ii), 
the Legislature intends that the property be treated as owned by the sole 
member of the limited liability company that owns the limited liability 
company that owns the property. Units that are vacant and units that are 
occupied by natural persons or families whose income no longer meets the 
income limits of this subsection, but whose income met those income limits 
at the time they became tenants, shall be treated as portions of the 
affordable housing property exempt under this subsection if a recorded land 
use restriction agreement in favor of the Florida Housing Finance Corpora-
tion or any other governmental or quasi-governmental jurisdiction requires 
that all residential units within the property be used in a manner that 
qualifies for the exemption under this subsection and if the units are being 
offered for rent. 

(b) Land that is owned entirely by a nonprofit entity that is a corporation 
not for profit, qualified as charitable under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
 evenue Code and in compliance with  ev. Proc. 96-32, 1996-1 C.B. 717, and 
is leased for a minimum of 99 years for the purpose of, and is predominantly 
used for, providing housing to natural persons or families meeting the 
extremely-low-income, very-low-income, low-income, or moderate-income 
limits specified in s. 420.0004 is exempt from ad valorem taxation. For 
purposes of this paragraph, land is predominantly used for qualifying 
purposes if the square footage of the improvements on the land used to 
provide qualifying housing is greater than 50 percent of the square footage of 
all improvements on the land. This paragraph first applies to the 2024 tax 
roll and is repealed December 31, 2059. 

(3)(a) As used in this subsection, the term: 

1. “Corporation” means the Florida Housing Finance Corporation. 

2. “Newly constructed” means an improvement to real property which 
was substantially completed within 5 years before the date of an applicant’s 
first submission of a request for certification or an application for an 
exemption pursuant to this section, whichever is earlier. 

3. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as in s. 192.042(1). 

(b) Notwithstanding ss. 196.195 and 196.196, portions of property in a 
multifamily project are considered property used for a charitable purpose 
and are eligible to receive an ad valorem property tax exemption if such 
portions: 
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1. Provide affordable housing to natural persons or families meeting the 
income limitations provided in paragraph (d); 

2. Are within a newly constructed multifamily project that contains more 
than 70 units dedicated to housing natural persons or families meeting the 
income limitations provided in paragraph (d); and 

3. Are rented for an amount that does not exceed the amount as specified 
by the most recent multifamily rental programs income and rent limit chart 
posted by the corporation and derived from the Multifamily Tax Subsidy 
Projects Income Limits published by the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development or 90 percent of the fair market value rent 
as determined by a rental market study meeting the requirements of 
paragraph (m), whichever is less. 

(c) If a unit that in the previous year qualified for the exemption under 
this subsection and was occupied by a tenant is vacant on January 1, the 
vacant unit is eligible for the exemption if the use of the unit is restricted to 
providing affordable housing that would otherwise meet the requirements of 
this subsection and a reasonable effort is made to lease the unit to eligible 
persons or families. 

(d)1. Qualified property used to house natural persons or families whose 
annual household income is greater than 80 percent but not more than 120 
percent of the median annual adjusted gross income for households within 
the metropolitan statistical area or, if not within a metropolitan statistical 
area, within the county in which the person or family resides, must receive 
an ad valorem property tax exemption of 75 percent of the assessed value. 

2. Qualified property used to house natural persons or families whose 
annual household income does not exceed 80 percent of the median annual 
adjusted gross income for households within the metropolitan statistical 
area or, if not within a metropolitan statistical area, within the county in 
which the person or family resides, is exempt from ad valorem property 
taxes. 

(e) To receive an exemption under this subsection, a property owner 
must submit an application on a form prescribed by the department by 
March 1 for the exemption, accompanied by a certification notice from the 
corporation to the property appraiser. 

(f) To receive a certification notice, a property owner must submit a 
request to the corporation for certification on a form provided by the 
corporation which includes all of the following: 

1. The most recently completed rental market study meeting the 
requirements of paragraph (m). 

2. A list of the units for which the property owner seeks an exemption. 
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3. The rent amount received by the property owner for each unit for 
which the property owner seeks an exemption. If a unit is vacant and 
qualifies for an exemption under paragraph (c), the property owner must 
provide evidence of the published rent amount for each vacant unit. 

4. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the applicant 
restricting the property for a period of not less than 3 years to housing 
persons or families who meet the income limitations under this subsection. 

(g) The corporation shall review the request for certification and certify 
property that meets the eligibility criteria of this subsection. A determina-
tion by the corporation regarding a request for certification does not 
constitute final agency action pursuant to chapter 120. 

1. If the corporation determines that the property meets the eligibility 
criteria for an exemption under this subsection, the corporation must send a 
certification notice to the property owner and the property appraiser. 

2. If the corporation determines that the property does not meet the 
eligibility criteria, the corporation must notify the property owner and 
include the reasons for such determination. 

(h) The corporation shall post on its website the deadline to submit a 
request for certification. The deadline must allow adequate time for a 
property owner to submit a timely application for exemption to the property 
appraiser. 

(i) The property appraiser shall review the application and determine if 
the applicant is entitled to an exemption. A property appraiser may grant an 
exemption only for a property for which the corporation has issued a 
certification notice. 

(j) If the property appraiser determines that for any year during the 
immediately previous 10 years a person who was not entitled to an 
exemption under this subsection was granted such an exemption, the 
property appraiser must serve upon the owner a notice of intent to record in 
the public records of the county a notice of tax lien against any property 
owned by that person in the county, and that property must be identified in 
the notice of tax lien. Any property owned by the taxpayer and situated in 
this state is subject to the taxes exempted by the improper exemption, plus a 
penalty of 50 percent of the unpaid taxes for each year and interest at a rate 
of 15 percent per annum. If an exemption is improperly granted as a result of 
a clerical mistake or an omission by the property appraiser, the property 
owner improperly receiving the exemption may not be assessed a penalty or 
interest. 

(k) Units subject to an agreement with the corporation pursuant to 
chapter 420 recorded in the official records of the county in which the 
property is located to provide housing to natural persons or families meeting 
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the extremely-low-income, very-low-income, or low-income limits specified 
in s. 420.0004 are not eligible for this exemption. 

(l) Property receiving an exemption pursuant to s. 196.1979 is not 
eligible for this exemption. 

(m) A rental market study submitted as required by paragraph (f) must 
identify the fair market value rent of each unit for which a property owner 
seeks an exemption. Only a certified general appraiser as defined in s. 
475.611 may issue a rental market study. The certified general appraiser 
must be independent of the property owner who requests the rental market 
study. In preparing the rental market study, a certified general appraiser 
shall comply with the standards of professional practice pursuant to part II 
of chapter 475 and use comparable property within the same geographic 
area and of the same type as the property for which the exemption is sought. 
A rental market study must have been completed within 3 years before 
submission of the application. 

(n) The corporation may adopt rules to implement this section. 

(o) This subsection first applies to the 2024 tax roll and is repealed 
December 31, 2059. 

Section 9. Section 196.1979, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

196.1979 County and municipal affordable housing property exemption. 

(1)(a) Notwithstanding ss. 196.195 and 196.196, the board of county 
commissioners of a county or the governing body of a municipality may adopt 
an ordinance to exempt those portions of property used to provide affordable 
housing meeting the requirements of this section. Such property is 
considered property used for a charitable purpose. To be eligible for the 
exemption, the portions of property: 

1. Must be used to house natural persons or families whose annual 
household income: 

a. Is greater than 30 percent but not more than 60 percent of the median 
annual adjusted gross income for households within the metropolitan 
statistical area or, if not within a metropolitan statistical area, within the 
county in which the person or family resides; or 

b. Does not exceed 30 percent of the median annual adjusted gross 
income for households within the metropolitan statistical area or, if not 
within a metropolitan statistical area, within the county in which the person 
or family resides; 

2. Must be within a multifamily project containing 50 or more residential 
units, at least 20 percent of which are used to provide affordable housing 
that meets the requirements of this section; 
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3. Must be rented for an amount no greater than the amount as specified 
by the most recent multifamily rental programs income and rent limit chart 
posted by the corporation and derived from the Multifamily Tax Subsidy 
Projects Income Limits published by the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development or 90 percent of the fair market value rent 
as determined by a rental market study meeting the requirements of 
subsection (4), whichever is less; 

4. May not have been cited for code violations on three or more occasions 
in the 24 months before the submission of a tax exemption application; 

5. May not have any cited code violations that have not been properly 
remedied by the property owner before the submission of a tax exemption 
application; and 

6. May not have any unpaid fines or charges relating to the cited code 
violations. Payment of unpaid fines or charges before a final determination 
on a property’s qualification for an exemption under this section will not 
exclude such property from eligibility if the property otherwise complies 
with all other requirements for the exemption. 

(b) Qualified property may receive an ad valorem property tax exemp-
tion of: 

1. Up to 75 percent of the assessed value of each residential unit used to 
provide affordable housing if fewer than 100 percent of the multifamily 
project’s residential units are used to provide affordable housing meeting the 
requirements of this section. 

2. Up to 100 percent of the assessed value if 100 percent of the 
multifamily project’s residential units are used to provide affordable housing 
meeting the requirements of this section. 

(c) The board of county commissioners of the county or the governing 
body of the municipality, as applicable, may choose to adopt an ordinance 
that exempts property used to provide affordable housing for natural 
persons or families meeting the income limits of sub-subparagraph (a)1.a., 
natural persons or families meeting the income limits of sub-subparagraph 
(a)1.b., or both. 

(2) If a residential unit that in the previous year qualified for the 
exemption under this section and was occupied by a tenant is vacant on 
January 1, the vacant unit may qualify for the exemption under this section 
if the use of the unit is restricted to providing affordable housing that would 
otherwise meet the requirements of this section and a reasonable effort is 
made to lease the unit to eligible persons or families. 

(3) An ordinance granting the exemption authorized by this section 
must: 
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(a) Be adopted under the procedures for adoption of a nonemergency 
ordinance by a board of county commissioners specified in chapter 125 or by 
a municipal governing body specified in chapter 166. 

(b) Designate the local entity under the supervision of the board of 
county commissioners or governing body of a municipality which must 
develop, receive, and review applications for certification and develop 
notices of determination of eligibility. 

(c)  equire the property owner to apply for certification by the local 
entity in order to receive the exemption. The application for certification 
must be on a form provided by the local entity designated pursuant to 
paragraph (b) and include all of the following: 

1. The most recently completed rental market study meeting the 
requirements of subsection (4). 

2. A list of the units for which the property owner seeks an exemption. 

3. The rent amount received by the property owner for each unit for 
which the property owner seeks an exemption. If a unit is vacant and 
qualifies for an exemption under subsection (2), the property owner must 
provide evidence of the published rent amount for the vacant unit. 

(d)  equire the local entity to verify and certify property that meets the 
requirements of the ordinance as qualified property and forward the 
certification to the property owner and the property appraiser. If the local 
entity denies the exemption, it must notify the applicant and include reasons 
for the denial. 

(e)  equire the eligible unit to meet the eligibility criteria of paragraph 
(1)(a). 

(f)  equire the property owner to submit an application for exemption, 
on a form prescribed by the department, accompanied by the certification of 
qualified property, to the property appraiser no later than March 1. 

(g) Specify that the exemption applies only to the taxes levied by the unit 
of government granting the exemption. 

(h) Specify that the property may not receive an exemption authorized by 
this section after expiration or repeal of the ordinance. 

(i) Identify the percentage of the assessed value which is exempted, 
subject to the percentage limitations in paragraph (1)(b). 

(j) Identify whether the exemption applies to natural persons or families 
meeting the income limits of sub-subparagraph (1)(a)1.a., natural persons or 
families meeting the income limits of sub-subparagraph (1)(a)1.b., or both. 
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(k)  equire that the deadline to submit an application for certification be 
published on the county’s or municipality’s website. The deadline must allow 
adequate time for a property owner to make a timely application for 
exemption to the property appraiser. 

(l)  equire the county or municipality to post on its website a list of 
certified properties for the purpose of facilitating access to affordable 
housing. 

(4) A rental market study submitted as required by paragraph (3)(c) 
must identify the fair market value rent of each unit for which a property 
owner seeks an exemption. Only a certified general appraiser, as defined in 
s. 475.611, may issue a rental market study. The certified general appraiser 
must be independent of the property owner who requests a rental market 
study. In preparing the rental market study, a certified general appraiser 
shall comply with the standards of professional practice pursuant to part II 
of chapter 475 and use comparable property within the same geographic 
area and of the same type as the property for which the exemption is sought. 
A rental market study must have been completed within 3 years before 
submission of the application. 

(5) An ordinance adopted under this section must expire before the 
fourth January 1 after adoption; however, the board of county commis-
sioners or the governing body of the municipality may adopt a new ordinance 
to renew the exemption. The board of county commissioners or the governing 
body of the municipality shall deliver a copy of an ordinance adopted under 
this section to the department and the property appraiser within 10 days 
after its adoption. If the ordinance expires or is repealed, the board of county 
commissioners or the governing body of the municipality must notify the 
department and the property appraiser within 10 days after its expiration or 
repeal. 

(6) If the property appraiser determines that for any year during the 
immediately previous 10 years a person who was not entitled to an 
exemption under this section was granted such an exemption, the property 
appraiser must serve upon the owner a notice of intent to record in the public 
records of the county a notice of tax lien against any property owned by that 
person in the county, and that property must be identified in the notice of tax 
lien. Any property owned by the taxpayer and situated in this state is subject 
to the taxes exempted by the improper exemption, plus a penalty of 50 
percent of the unpaid taxes for each year and interest at a rate of 15 percent 
per annum. If an exemption is improperly granted as a result of a clerical 
mistake or an omission by the property appraiser, the property owner 
improperly receiving the exemption may not be assessed a penalty or 
interest. 

(7) This section first applies to the 2024 tax roll. 

Section 10. Section 201.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
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201.15 Distribution of taxes collected.—All taxes collected under this 
chapter are hereby pledged and shall be first made available to make 
payments when due on bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618 or s. 215.619, or 
any other bonds authorized to be issued on a parity basis with such bonds. 
Such pledge and availability for the payment of these bonds shall have 
priority over any requirement for the payment of service charges or costs of 
collection and enforcement under this section. All taxes collected under this 
chapter, except taxes distributed to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 
pursuant to subsections (1) and (2), are subject to the service charge 
imposed in s. 215.20(1). Before distribution pursuant to this section, the 
Department of  evenue shall deduct amounts necessary to pay the costs of 
the collection and enforcement of the tax levied by this chapter. The costs 
and service charge may not be levied against any portion of taxes pledged to 
debt service on bonds to the extent that the costs and service charge are 
required to pay any amounts relating to the bonds. All of the costs of the 
collection and enforcement of the tax levied by this chapter and the service 
charge shall be available and transferred to the extent necessary to pay debt 
service and any other amounts payable with respect to bonds authorized 
before January 1, 2017, secured by revenues distributed pursuant to this 
section. All taxes remaining after deduction of costs shall be distributed as 
follows: 

(1) Amounts necessary to make payments on bonds issued pursuant to s. 
215.618 or s. 215.619, as provided under paragraphs (3)(a) and (b), or on any 
other bonds authorized to be issued on a parity basis with such bonds shall 
be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. 

(2) If the amounts deposited pursuant to subsection (1) are less than 33 
percent of all taxes collected after first deducting the costs of collection, an 
amount equal to 33 percent of all taxes collected after first deducting the 
costs of collection, minus the amounts deposited pursuant to subsection (1), 
shall be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. 

(3) Amounts on deposit in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be used 
in the following order: 

(a) Payment of debt service or funding of debt service reserve funds, 
rebate obligations, or other amounts payable with respect to Florida Forever 
bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618. The amount used for such purposes 
may not exceed $300 million in each fiscal year. It is the intent of the 
Legislature that all bonds issued to fund the Florida Forever Act be retired 
by December 31, 2040. Except for bonds issued to refund previously issued 
bonds, no series of bonds may be issued pursuant to this paragraph unless 
such bonds are approved and the debt service for the remainder of the fiscal 
year in which the bonds are issued is specifically appropriated in the General 
Appropriations Act or other law with respect to bonds issued for the 
purposes of s. 373.4598. 

(b) Payment of debt service or funding of debt service reserve funds, 
rebate obligations, or other amounts due with respect to Everglades 
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restoration bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.619. Taxes distributed under 
paragraph (a) and this paragraph must be collectively distributed on a pro 
rata basis when the available moneys under this subsection are not 
sufficient to cover the amounts required under paragraph (a) and this 
paragraph. 

Bonds issued pursuant to s. 215.618 or s. 215.619 are equally and ratably 
secured by moneys distributable to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. 

(4) After the required distributions to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 
pursuant to subsections (1) and (2), the lesser of 8 percent of the remainder 
or $150 million in each fiscal year shall be paid into the State Treasury to the 
credit of the State Housing Trust Fund and shall be expended pursuant to s. 
420.50871. If 8 percent of the remainder is greater than $150 million in any 
fiscal year, the difference between 8 percent of the remainder and $150 
million shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the General 
 evenue Fund. and deduction of the service charge imposed pursuant to s. 
215.20(1), The remainder shall be distributed as follows: 

(a) The lesser of 20.5453 percent of the remainder or $466.75 million in 
each fiscal year shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the State 
Transportation Trust Fund. Notwithstanding any other law, the amount 
credited to the State Transportation Trust Fund shall be used for: 

1. Capital funding for the New Starts Transit Program, authorized by 
Title 49, U.S.C. s. 5309 and specified in s. 341.051, in the amount of 10 
percent of the funds; 

2. The Small County Outreach Program specified in s. 339.2818, in the 
amount of 10 percent of the funds; 

3. The Strategic Intermodal System specified in ss. 339.61, 339.62, 
339.63, and 339.64, in the amount of 75 percent of the funds after deduction 
of the payments required pursuant to subparagraphs 1. and 2.; and 

4. The Transportation  egional Incentive Program specified in s. 
339.2819, in the amount of 25 percent of the funds after deduction of the 
payments required pursuant to subparagraphs 1. and 2. The first $60 
million of the funds allocated pursuant to this subparagraph shall be 
allocated annually to the Florida  ail Enterprise for the purposes estab-
lished in s. 341.303(5). 

(b) The lesser of 0.1456 percent of the remainder or $3.25 million in each 
fiscal year shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the Grants 
and Donations Trust Fund in the Department of Economic Opportunity to 
fund technical assistance to local governments. 

Moneys distributed pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (b) may not be pledged 
for debt service unless such pledge is approved by referendum of the voters. 
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(c) An amount equaling 4.5 percent of the remainder in each fiscal year 
shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Housing Trust 
Fund. The funds shall be used as follows: 

1. Half of that amount shall be used for the purposes for which the State 
Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by law. 

2. Half of that amount shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit 
of the Local Government Housing Trust Fund and used for the purposes for 
which the Local Government Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by 
law. 

(d) An amount equaling 5.20254 percent of the remainder in each fiscal 
year shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Housing 
Trust Fund. Of such funds: 

1. Twelve and one-half percent of that amount shall be deposited into the 
State Housing Trust Fund and expended by the Department of Economic 
Opportunity and the Florida Housing Finance Corporation for the purposes 
for which the State Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by law. 

2. Eighty-seven and one-half percent of that amount shall be distributed 
to the Local Government Housing Trust Fund and used for the purposes for 
which the Local Government Housing Trust Fund was created and exists by 
law. Funds from this category may also be used to provide for state and local 
services to assist the homeless. 

(e) The lesser of 0.017 percent of the remainder or $300,000 in each fiscal 
year shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the General 
Inspection Trust Fund to be used to fund oyster management and 
restoration programs as provided in s. 379.362(3). 

(f) A total of $75 million shall be paid into the State Treasury to the 
credit of the State Economic Enhancement and Development Trust Fund 
within the Department of Economic Opportunity. 

(g) An amount equaling 5.4175 percent of the remainder shall be paid 
into the  esilient Florida Trust Fund to be used for the purposes for which 
the  esilient Florida Trust Fund was created and exists by law. Funds may 
be used for planning and project grants. 

(h) An amount equaling 5.4175 percent of the remainder shall be paid 
into the Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust Fund to be used 
to fund wastewater grants as specified in s. 403.0673. 

(5) Notwithstanding s. 215.32(2)(b)4.a., funds distributed to the State 
Housing Trust Fund and expended pursuant to s. 420.50871 and funds 
distributed to the State Housing Trust Fund and the Local Government 
Housing Trust Fund pursuant to paragraphs (4)(c) and (d) paragraph (4)(c) 
may not be transferred to the General  evenue Fund in the General 
Appropriations Act. 
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(6) After the distributions provided in the preceding subsections, any 
remaining taxes shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the 
General  evenue Fund. 

Section 11. The amendments made by this act to s. 201.15, Florida 
Statutes, expire on July 1, 2033, and the text of that section shall revert to 
that in existence on June 30, 2023, except that any amendments to such text 
enacted other than by this act must be preserved and continue to operate to 
the extent that such amendments are not dependent upon the portions of the 
text which expire pursuant to this section. 

Section 12. Paragraph (p) of subsection (5) of section 212.08, Florida 
Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (v) is added to that subsection, to read: 

212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and storage tax; 
specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the rental, the use, the consump-
tion, the distribution, and the storage to be used or consumed in this state of 
the following are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this 
chapter. 

(5) EXEMPTIONS; ACCOUNT OF USE.— 

(p) Communi y con ribu ion  ax credi  for dona ions.— 

1. Authorization.—Persons who are registered with the department 
under s. 212.18 to collect or remit sales or use tax and who make donations to 
eligible sponsors are eligible for tax credits against their state sales and use 
tax liabilities as provided in this paragraph: 

a. The credit shall be computed as 50 percent of the person’s approved 
annual community contribution. 

b. The credit shall be granted as a refund against state sales and use 
taxes reported on returns and remitted in the 12 months preceding the date 
of application to the department for the credit as required in sub-
subparagraph 3.c. If the annual credit is not fully used through such refund 
because of insufficient tax payments during the applicable 12-month period, 
the unused amount may be included in an application for a refund made 
pursuant to sub-subparagraph 3.c. in subsequent years against the total tax 
payments made for such year. Carryover credits may be applied for a 3-year 
period without regard to any time limitation that would otherwise apply 
under s. 215.26. 

c. A person may not receive more than $200,000 in annual tax credits for 
all approved community contributions made in any one year. 

d. All proposals for the granting of the tax credit require the prior 
approval of the Department of Economic Opportunity. 

e. The total amount of tax credits which may be granted for all programs 
approved under this paragraph and ss. 220.183 and 624.5105 is $25 $14.5 
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million in the 2023-2024 2022-2023 fiscal year and in each fiscal year 
thereafter for projects that provide housing opportunities for persons with 
special needs or homeownership opportunities for low-income households or 
very-low-income households and $4.5 million in the 2022-2023 fiscal year 
and in each fiscal year thereafter for all other projects. As used in this 
paragraph, the term “person with special needs” has the same meaning as in 
s. 420.0004 and the terms “low-income person,” “low-income household,” 
“very-low-income person,” and “very-low-income household” have the same 
meanings as in s. 420.9071. 

f. A person who is eligible to receive the credit provided in this 
paragraph, s. 220.183, or s. 624.5105 may receive the credit only under 
one section of the person’s choice. 

2. Eligibility requirements.— 

a. A community contribution by a person must be in the following form: 

(I) Cash or other liquid assets; 

(II)  eal property, including 100 percent ownership of a real property 
holding company; 

(III) Goods or inventory; or 

(IV) Other physical resources identified by the Department of Economic 
Opportunity. 

For purposes of this sub-subparagraph, the term “real property holding 
company” means a Florida entity, such as a Florida limited liability 
company, that is wholly owned by the person; is the sole owner of real 
property, as defined in s. 192.001(12), located in this the state; is disregarded 
as an entity for federal income tax purposes pursuant to 26 C.F. . s. 
301.7701-3(b)(1)(ii); and at the time of contribution to an eligible sponsor, 
has no material assets other than the real property and any other property 
that qualifies as a community contribution. 

b. All community contributions must be reserved exclusively for use in a 
project. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term “project” means activity 
undertaken by an eligible sponsor which is designed to construct, improve, 
or substantially rehabilitate housing that is affordable to low-income 
households or very-low-income households; designed to provide housing 
opportunities for persons with special needs; designed to provide commer-
cial, industrial, or public resources and facilities; or designed to improve 
entrepreneurial and job-development opportunities for low-income persons. 
A project may be the investment necessary to increase access to high-speed 
broadband capability in a rural community that had an enterprise zone 
designated pursuant to chapter 290 as of May 1, 2015, including projects 
that result in improvements to communications assets that are owned by a 
business. A project may include the provision of museum educational 
programs and materials that are directly related to a project approved 
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between January 1, 1996, and December 31, 1999, and located in an area 
which was in an enterprise zone designated pursuant to s. 290.0065 as of 
May 1, 2015. This paragraph does not preclude projects that propose to 
construct or rehabilitate housing for low-income households or very-low-
income households on scattered sites or housing opportunities for persons 
with special needs. With respect to housing, contributions may be used to 
pay the following eligible special needs, low-income, and very-low-income 
housing-related activities: 

(I) Project development impact and management fees for special needs, 
low-income, or very-low-income housing projects; 

(II) Down payment and closing costs for persons with special needs, low-
income persons, and very-low-income persons; 

(III) Administrative costs, including housing counseling and marketing 
fees, not to exceed 10 percent of the community contribution, directly related 
to special needs, low-income, or very-low-income projects; and 

(IV)  emoval of liens recorded against residential property by munici-
pal, county, or special district local governments if satisfaction of the lien is a 
necessary precedent to the transfer of the property to a low-income person or 
very-low-income person for the purpose of promoting home ownership. 
Contributions for lien removal must be received from a nonrelated third 
party. 

c. The project must be undertaken by an “eligible sponsor,” which 
includes: 

(I) A community action program; 

(II) A nonprofit community-based development organization whose 
mission is the provision of housing for persons with special needs, low-
income households, or very-low-income households or increasing entrepre-
neurial and job-development opportunities for low-income persons; 

(III) A neighborhood housing services corporation; 

(IV) A local housing authority created under chapter 421; 

(V) A community redevelopment agency created under s. 163.356; 

(VI) A historic preservation district agency or organization; 

(VII) A local workforce development board; 

(VIII) A direct-support organization as provided in s. 1009.983; 

(IX) An enterprise zone development agency created under s. 290.0056; 

(X) A community-based organization incorporated under chapter 617 
which is recognized as educational, charitable, or scientific pursuant to s. 
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501(c)(3) of the Internal  evenue Code and whose bylaws and articles of 
incorporation include affordable housing, economic development, or com-
munity development as the primary mission of the corporation; 

(XI) Units of local government; 

(XII) Units of state government; or 

(XIII) Any other agency that the Department of Economic Opportunity 
designates by rule. 

A contributing person may not have a financial interest in the eligible 
sponsor. 

d. The project must be located in an area which was in an enterprise zone 
designated pursuant to chapter 290 as of May 1, 2015, or a Front Porch 
Florida Community, unless the project increases access to high-speed 
broadband capability in a rural community that had an enterprise zone 
designated pursuant to chapter 290 as of May 1, 2015, but is physically 
located outside the designated rural zone boundaries. Any project designed 
to construct or rehabilitate housing for low-income households or very-low-
income households or housing opportunities for persons with special needs is 
exempt from the area requirement of this sub-subparagraph. 

e.(I) If, during the first 10 business days of the state fiscal year, eligible 
tax credit applications for projects that provide housing opportunities for 
persons with special needs or homeownership opportunities for low-income 
households or very-low-income households are received for less than the 
annual tax credits available for those projects, the Department of Economic 
Opportunity shall grant tax credits for those applications and grant 
remaining tax credits on a first-come, first-served basis for subsequent 
eligible applications received before the end of the state fiscal year. If, during 
the first 10 business days of the state fiscal year, eligible tax credit 
applications for projects that provide housing opportunities for persons 
with special needs or homeownership opportunities for low-income house-
holds or very-low-income households are received for more than the annual 
tax credits available for those projects, the Department of Economic 
Opportunity shall grant the tax credits for those applications as follows: 

(A) If tax credit applications submitted for approved projects of an 
eligible sponsor do not exceed $200,000 in total, the credits shall be granted 
in full if the tax credit applications are approved. 

(B) If tax credit applications submitted for approved projects of an 
eligible sponsor exceed $200,000 in total, the amount of tax credits granted 
pursuant to sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A) shall be subtracted from the 
amount of available tax credits, and the remaining credits shall be granted 
to each approved tax credit application on a pro rata basis. 

(II) If, during the first 10 business days of the state fiscal year, eligible 
tax credit applications for projects other than those that provide housing 
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opportunities for persons with special needs or homeownership opportu-
nities for low-income households or very-low-income households are received 
for less than the annual tax credits available for those projects, the 
Department of Economic Opportunity shall grant tax credits for those 
applications and shall grant remaining tax credits on a first-come, first-
served basis for subsequent eligible applications received before the end of 
the state fiscal year. If, during the first 10 business days of the state fiscal 
year, eligible tax credit applications for projects other than those that 
provide housing opportunities for persons with special needs or homeowner-
ship opportunities for low-income households or very-low-income households 
are received for more than the annual tax credits available for those projects, 
the Department of Economic Opportunity shall grant the tax credits for 
those applications on a pro rata basis. 

3. Application requirements.— 

a. An eligible sponsor seeking to participate in this program must submit 
a proposal to the Department of Economic Opportunity which sets forth the 
name of the sponsor, a description of the project, and the area in which the 
project is located, together with such supporting information as is prescribed 
by rule. The proposal must also contain a resolution from the local 
governmental unit in which the project is located certifying that the project 
is consistent with local plans and regulations. 

b. A person seeking to participate in this program must submit an 
application for tax credit to the Department of Economic Opportunity which 
sets forth the name of the sponsor; a description of the project; and the type, 
value, and purpose of the contribution. The sponsor shall verify, in writing, 
the terms of the application and indicate its receipt of the contribution, and 
such verification must accompany the application for tax credit. The person 
must submit a separate tax credit application to the Department of 
Economic Opportunity for each individual contribution that it makes to 
each individual project. 

c. A person who has received notification from the Department of 
Economic Opportunity that a tax credit has been approved must apply to 
the department to receive the refund. Application must be made on the form 
prescribed for claiming refunds of sales and use taxes and be accompanied by 
a copy of the notification. A person may submit only one application for 
refund to the department within a 12-month period. 

4. Administration.— 

a. The Department of Economic Opportunity may adopt rules necessary 
to administer this paragraph, including rules for the approval or disapproval 
of proposals by a person. 

b. The decision of the Department of Economic Opportunity must be in 
writing, and, if approved, the notification shall state the maximum credit 
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allowable to the person. Upon approval, the Department of Economic 
Opportunity shall transmit a copy of the decision to the department. 

c. The Department of Economic Opportunity shall periodically monitor 
all projects in a manner consistent with available resources to ensure that 
resources are used in accordance with this paragraph; however, each project 
must be reviewed at least once every 2 years. 

d. The Department of Economic Opportunity shall, in consultation with 
the statewide and regional housing and financial intermediaries, market the 
availability of the community contribution tax credit program to community-
based organizations. 

(v) Building ma erials used in cons ruc ion of affordable housing uni s. 

1. As used in this paragraph, the term: 

a. “Affordable housing development” means property that has units 
subject to an agreement with the Florida Housing Finance Corporation 
pursuant to chapter 420 recorded in the official records of the county in 
which the property is located to provide affordable housing to natural 
persons or families meeting the extremely-low-income, very-low-income, or 
low-income limits specified in s. 420.0004. 

b. “Building materials” means tangible personal property that becomes a 
component part of eligible residential units in an affordable housing 
development. The term includes appliances and does not include plants, 
landscaping, fencing, and hardscaping. 

c. “Eligible residential units” means newly constructed units within an 
affordable housing development which are restricted under the land use 
restriction agreement. 

d. “Newly constructed” means improvements to real property which did 
not previously exist or the construction of a new improvement where an old 
improvement was removed. The term does not include the renovation, 
restoration, rehabilitation, modification, alteration, or expansion of build-
ings already located on the parcel on which the eligible residential unit is 
built. 

e. “ eal property” has the same meaning as provided in s. 192.001(12). 

f. “Substantially completed” has the same meaning as in s. 192.042(1). 

2. Building materials used in eligible residential units are exempt from 
the tax imposed by this chapter if an owner demonstrates to the satisfaction 
of the department that the requirements of this paragraph have been met. 
Except as provided in subparagraph 3., this exemption inures to the owner 
at the time an eligible residential unit is substantially completed, but only 
through a refund of previously paid taxes. To receive a refund pursuant to 
this paragraph, the owner of the eligible residential units must file an 

28 
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



Ch. 2023 17 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023 17 

application with the department. The application must include all of the 
following: 

a. The name and address of the person claiming the refund. 

b. An address and assessment roll parcel number of the real property 
that was improved for which a refund of previously paid taxes is being 
sought. 

c. A description of the eligible residential units for which a refund of 
previously paid taxes is being sought, including the number of such units. 

d. A copy of a valid building permit issued by the county or municipal 
building department for the eligible residential units. 

e. A sworn statement, under penalty of perjury, from the general 
contractor licensed in this state with whom the owner contracted to build 
the eligible residential units which specifies the building materials, the 
actual cost of the building materials, and the amount of sales tax paid in this 
state on the building materials, and which states that the improvement to 
the real property was newly constructed. If a general contractor was not 
used, the owner must make the sworn statement required by this sub-
subparagraph. Copies of the invoices evidencing the actual cost of the 
building materials and the amount of sales tax paid on such building 
materials must be attached to the sworn statement provided by the general 
contractor or by the owner. If copies of such invoices are not attached, the 
cost of the building materials is deemed to be an amount equal to 40 percent 
of the increase in the final assessed value of the eligible residential units for 
ad valorem tax purposes less the most recent assessed value of land for the 
units. 

f. A certification by the local building code inspector that the eligible 
residential unit is substantially completed. 

g. A copy of the land use restriction agreement with the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporation for the eligible residential units. 

3. The exemption under this paragraph inures to a municipality, county, 
other governmental unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based organiza-
tion through a refund of previously paid taxes if the building materials are 
paid for from the funds of a community development block grant, the State 
Housing Initiatives Partnership Program, or a similar grant or loan 
program. To receive a refund, a municipality, county, other governmental 
unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based organization must submit an 
application that includes the same information required under subpara-
graph 2. In addition, the applicant must include a sworn statement signed by 
the chief executive officer of the municipality, county, other governmental 
unit or agency, or nonprofit community-based organization seeking a refund 
which states that the building materials for which a refund is sought were 
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funded by a community development block grant, the State Housing 
Initiatives Partnership Program, or a similar grant or loan program. 

4. The person seeking a refund must submit an application for refund to 
the department within 6 months after the eligible residential unit is deemed 
to be substantially completed by the local building code inspector or by 
November 1 after the improved property is first subject to assessment. 

5. Only one exemption through a refund of previously paid taxes may be 
claimed for any eligible residential unit. A refund may not be granted unless 
the amount to be refunded exceeds $500. A refund may not exceed the lesser 
of $5,000 or 97.5 percent of the Florida sales or use tax paid on the cost of 
building materials as determined pursuant to sub-subparagraph 2.e. The 
department shall issue a refund within 30 days after it formally approves a 
refund application. 

6. The department may adopt rules governing the manner and format of 
refund applications and may establish guidelines as to the requisites for an 
affirmative showing of qualification for exemption under this paragraph. 

7. This exemption under this paragraph applies to sales of building 
materials that occur on or after July 1, 2023. 

Section 13. Subsection (24) is added to section 213.053, Florida Statutes, 
to read: 

213.053 Confidentiality and information sharing.— 

(24) The department may make available to the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporation, exclusively for official purposes, information for the 
purpose of administering the Live Local Program pursuant to s. 420.50872. 

Section 14. Section 215.212, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

215.212 Service charge elimination.— 

(1) Notwithstanding s. 215.20(1), the service charge provided in s. 
215.20(1) may not be deducted from the proceeds of the taxes distributed 
under s. 201.15. 

(2) This section is repealed July 1, 2033. 

Section 15. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section 215.22, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

215.22 Certain income and certain trust funds exempt.— 

(1) The following income of a revenue nature or the following trust funds 
shall be exempt from the appropriation required by s. 215.20(1): 
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(i) Bond proceeds or revenues dedicated for bond repayment, except for 
the Documentary Stamp Clearing Trust Fund administered by the Depart-
ment of  evenue. 

Section 16. The amendment made by this act to s. 215.22, Florida 
Statutes, expires on July 1, 2033, and the text of that section shall revert to 
that in existence on June 30, 2023, except that any amendments to such text 
enacted other than by this act must be preserved and continue to operate to 
the extent that such amendments are not dependent upon the portions of the 
text which expire pursuant to this section. 

Section 17. Subsection (8) of section 220.02, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

220.02 Legislative intent.— 

(8) It is the intent of the Legislature that credits against either the 
corporate income tax or the franchise tax be applied in the following order: 
those enumerated in s. 631.828, those enumerated in s. 220.191, those 
enumerated in s. 220.181, those enumerated in s. 220.183, those enumerated 
in s. 220.182, those enumerated in s. 220.1895, those enumerated in s. 
220.195, those enumerated in s. 220.184, those enumerated in s. 220.186, 
those enumerated in s. 220.1845, those enumerated in s. 220.19, those 
enumerated in s. 220.185, those enumerated in s. 220.1875, those enum-
erated in s. 220.1876, those enumerated in s. 220.1877, those enumerated in 
s. 220.1878, those enumerated in s. 220.193, those enumerated in s. 
288.9916, those enumerated in s. 220.1899, those enumerated in s. 
220.194, those enumerated in s. 220.196, those enumerated in s. 220.198, 
and those enumerated in s. 220.1915. 

Section 18. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 220.13, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

220.13 “Adjusted federal income” defined.— 

(1) The term “adjusted federal income” means an amount equal to the 
taxpayer’s taxable income as defined in subsection (2), or such taxable 
income of more than one taxpayer as provided in s. 220.131, for the taxable 
year, adjusted as follows: 

(a) Addi ions.—There shall be added to such taxable income: 

1.a. The amount of any tax upon or measured by income, excluding taxes 
based on gross receipts or revenues, paid or accrued as a liability to the 
District of Columbia or any state of the United States which is deductible 
from gross income in the computation of taxable income for the taxable year. 

b. Notwithstanding sub-subparagraph a., if a credit taken under s. 
220.1875, s. 220.1876, or s. 220.1877, or s. 220.1878 is added to taxable 
income in a previous taxable year under subparagraph 11. and is taken as a 
deduction for federal tax purposes in the current taxable year, the amount of 
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the deduction allowed shall not be added to taxable income in the current 
year. The exception in this sub-subparagraph is intended to ensure that the 
credit under s. 220.1875, s. 220.1876, or s. 220.1877, or s. 220.1878 is added 
in the applicable taxable year and does not result in a duplicate addition in a 
subsequent year. 

2. The amount of interest which is excluded from taxable income under s. 
103(a) of the Internal  evenue Code or any other federal law, less the 
associated expenses disallowed in the computation of taxable income under 
s. 265 of the Internal  evenue Code or any other law, excluding 60 percent of 
any amounts included in alternative minimum taxable income, as defined in 
s. 55(b)(2) of the Internal  evenue Code, if the taxpayer pays tax under s. 
220.11(3). 

3. In the case of a regulated investment company or real estate 
investment trust, an amount equal to the excess of the net long-term capital 
gain for the taxable year over the amount of the capital gain dividends 
attributable to the taxable year. 

4. That portion of the wages or salaries paid or incurred for the taxable 
year which is equal to the amount of the credit allowable for the taxable year 
under s. 220.181. This subparagraph shall expire on the date specified in s. 
290.016 for the expiration of the Florida Enterprise Zone Act. 

5. That portion of the ad valorem school taxes paid or incurred for the 
taxable year which is equal to the amount of the credit allowable for the 
taxable year under s. 220.182. This subparagraph shall expire on the date 
specified in s. 290.016 for the expiration of the Florida Enterprise Zone Act. 

6. The amount taken as a credit under s. 220.195 which is deductible 
from gross income in the computation of taxable income for the taxable year. 

7. That portion of assessments to fund a guaranty association incurred 
for the taxable year which is equal to the amount of the credit allowable for 
the taxable year. 

8. In the case of a nonprofit corporation which holds a pari-mutuel 
permit and which is exempt from federal income tax as a farmers’ 
cooperative, an amount equal to the excess of the gross income attributable 
to the pari-mutuel operations over the attributable expenses for the taxable 
year. 

9. The amount taken as a credit for the taxable year under s. 220.1895. 

10. Up to nine percent of the eligible basis of any designated project 
which is equal to the credit allowable for the taxable year under s. 220.185. 

11. Any amount taken as a credit for the taxable year under s. 220.1875, 
s. 220.1876, or s. 220.1877, or s. 220.1878. The addition in this subparagraph 
is intended to ensure that the same amount is not allowed for the tax 
purposes of this state as both a deduction from income and a credit against 
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the tax. This addition is not intended to result in adding the same expense 
back to income more than once. 

12. The amount taken as a credit for the taxable year under s. 220.193. 

13. Any portion of a qualified investment, as defined in s. 288.9913, 
which is claimed as a deduction by the taxpayer and taken as a credit against 
income tax pursuant to s. 288.9916. 

14. The costs to acquire a tax credit pursuant to s. 288.1254(5) that are 
deducted from or otherwise reduce federal taxable income for the taxable 
year. 

15. The amount taken as a credit for the taxable year pursuant to s. 
220.194. 

16. The amount taken as a credit for the taxable year under s. 220.196. 
The addition in this subparagraph is intended to ensure that the same 
amount is not allowed for the tax purposes of this state as both a deduction 
from income and a credit against the tax. The addition is not intended to 
result in adding the same expense back to income more than once. 

17. The amount taken as a credit for the taxable year pursuant to s. 
220.198. 

18. The amount taken as a credit for the taxable year pursuant to s. 
220.1915. 

Section 19. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 220.183, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

220.183 Community contribution tax credit.— 

(1) AUTHO IZATION TO G ANT COMMUNITY CONT IBUTION 
TAX C EDITS; LIMITATIONS ON INDIVIDUAL C EDITS AND P O-
G AM SPENDING.— 

(c) The total amount of tax credit which may be granted for all programs 
approved under this section and ss. 212.08(5)(p) and 624.5105 is $25 $14.5 
million in the 2023-2024 2022-2023 fiscal year and in each fiscal year 
thereafter for projects that provide housing opportunities for persons with 
special needs as defined in s. 420.0004 and homeownership opportunities for 
low-income households or very-low-income households as defined in s. 
420.9071 and $4.5 million in the 2022-2023 fiscal year and in each fiscal year 
thereafter for all other projects. 

Section 20. Subsection (2) of section 220.186, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

220.186 Credit for Florida alternative minimum tax.— 
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(2) The credit pursuant to this section shall be the amount of the excess, 
if any, of the tax paid based upon taxable income determined pursuant to s. 
220.13(2)(k) over the amount of tax which would have been due based upon 
taxable income without application of s. 220.13(2)(k), before application of 
this credit without application of any credit under s. 220.1875, s. 220.1876, 
or s. 220.1877, or s. 220.1878. 

Section 21. Section 220.1878, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

220.1878 Credit for contributions to the Live Local Program.— 

(1) For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2023, there is 
allowed a credit of 100 percent of an eligible contribution made to the Live 
Local Program under s. 420.50872 against any tax due for a taxable year 
under this chapter after the application of any other allowable credits by the 
taxpayer. An eligible contribution must be made to the Live Local Program 
on or before the date the taxpayer is required to file a return pursuant to s. 
220.222. The credit granted by this section must be reduced by the difference 
between the amount of federal corporate income tax, taking into account the 
credit granted by this section, and the amount of federal corporate income 
tax without application of the credit granted by this section. 

(2) A taxpayer who files a Florida consolidated return as a member of an 
affiliated group pursuant to s. 220.131(1) may be allowed the credit on a 
consolidated return basis; however, the total credit taken by the affiliated 
group is subject to the limitation established under subsection (1). 

(3) Section 420.50872 applies to the credit authorized by this section. 

(4) If a taxpayer applies and is approved for a credit under s. 420.50872 
after timely requesting an extension to file under s. 220.222(2): 

(a) The credit does not reduce the amount of tax due for purposes of the 
department’s determination as to whether the taxpayer was in compliance 
with the requirement to pay tentative taxes under ss. 220.222 and 220.32. 

(b) The taxpayer’s noncompliance with the requirement to pay tentative 
taxes shall result in the revocation and rescindment of any such credit. 

(c) The taxpayer shall be assessed for any taxes, penalties, or interest 
due from the taxpayer’s noncompliance with the requirement to pay 
tentative taxes. 

Section 22. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 220.222, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

220.222  eturns; time and place for filing.— 

(2) 
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(c)1. For purposes of this subsection, a taxpayer is not in compliance with 
s. 220.32 if the taxpayer underpays the required payment by more than the 
greater of $2,000 or 30 percent of the tax shown on the return when filed. 

2. For the purpose of determining compliance with s. 220.32 as 
referenced in subparagraph 1., the tax shown on the return when filed 
must include the amount of the allowable credits taken on the return 
pursuant to s. 220.1878. 

Section 23. Subsection (5) of section 253.034, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

253.034 State-owned lands; uses.— 

(5) Each manager of conservation lands shall submit to the Division of 
State Lands a land management plan at least every 10 years in a form and 
manner adopted by rule of the board of trustees and in accordance with s. 
259.032. Each manager of conservation lands shall also update a land 
management plan whenever the manager proposes to add new facilities or 
make substantive land use or management changes that were not addressed 
in the approved plan, or within 1 year after the addition of significant new 
lands. Each manager of nonconservation lands shall submit to the Division 
of State Lands a land use plan at least every 10 years in a form and manner 
adopted by rule of the board of trustees. The division shall review each plan 
for compliance with the requirements of this subsection and the require-
ments of the rules adopted by the board of trustees pursuant to this section. 
All nonconservation land use plans, whether for single-use or multiple-use 
properties, shall be managed to provide the greatest benefit to the state. 
Plans for managed areas larger than 1,000 acres shall contain an analysis of 
the multiple-use potential of the property which includes the potential of the 
property to generate revenues to enhance the management of the property. 
In addition, the plan shall contain an analysis of the potential use of private 
land managers to facilitate the restoration or management of these lands 
and whether nonconservation lands would be more appropriately trans-
ferred to the county or municipality in which the land is located for the 
purpose of providing affordable multifamily rental housing that meets the 
criteria of s. 420.0004(3). If a newly acquired property has a valid 
conservation plan that was developed by a soil and conservation district, 
such plan shall be used to guide management of the property until a formal 
land use plan is completed. 

(a) State conservation lands shall be managed to ensure the conserva-
tion of this the state’s plant and animal species and to ensure the 
accessibility of state lands for the benefit and enjoyment of all people of 
this the state, both present and future. Each land management plan for state 
conservation lands shall provide a desired outcome, describe both short-term 
and long-term management goals, and include measurable objectives to 
achieve those goals. Short-term goals shall be achievable within a 2-year 
planning period, and long-term goals shall be achievable within a 10-year 
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planning period. These short-term and long-term management goals shall 
be the basis for all subsequent land management activities. 

(b) Short-term and long-term management goals for state conservation 
lands shall include measurable objectives for the following, as appropriate: 

1. Habitat restoration and improvement. 

2. Public access and recreational opportunities. 

3. Hydrological preservation and restoration. 

4. Sustainable forest management. 

5. Exotic and invasive species maintenance and control. 

6. Capital facilities and infrastructure. 

7. Cultural and historical resources. 

8. Imperiled species habitat maintenance, enhancement, restoration, or 
population restoration. 

(c) The land management plan shall, at a minimum, contain the 
following elements: 

1. A physical description of the land. 

2. A quantitative data description of the land which includes an 
inventory of forest and other natural resources; exotic and invasive plants; 
hydrological features; infrastructure, including recreational facilities; and 
other significant land, cultural, or historical features. The inventory shall 
reflect the number of acres for each resource and feature, when appropriate. 
The inventory shall be of such detail that objective measures and bench-
marks can be established for each tract of land and monitored during the 
lifetime of the plan. All quantitative data collected shall be aggregated, 
standardized, collected, and presented in an electronic format to allow for 
uniform management reporting and analysis. The information collected by 
the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to s. 253.0325(2) 
shall be available to the land manager and his or her assignee. 

3. A detailed description of each short-term and long-term land manage-
ment goal, the associated measurable objectives, and the related activities 
that are to be performed to meet the land management objectives. Each land 
management objective must be addressed by the land management plan, 
and if practicable, a land management objective may not be performed to the 
detriment of the other land management objectives. 

4. A schedule of land management activities which contains short-term 
and long-term land management goals and the related measurable objective 
and activities. The schedule shall include for each activity a timeline for 
completion, quantitative measures, and detailed expense and manpower 
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budgets. The schedule shall provide a management tool that facilitates 
development of performance measures. 

5. A summary budget for the scheduled land management activities of 
the land management plan. For state lands containing or anticipated to 
contain imperiled species habitat, the summary budget shall include any 
fees anticipated from public or private entities for projects to offset adverse 
impacts to imperiled species or such habitat, which fees shall be used solely 
to restore, manage, enhance, repopulate, or acquire imperiled species 
habitat. The summary budget shall be prepared in such manner that it 
facilitates computing an aggregate of land management costs for all state-
managed lands using the categories described in s. 259.037(3). 

(d) Upon completion, the land management plan must be transmitted to 
the Acquisition and  estoration Council for review. The council shall have 
90 days after receipt of the plan to review the plan and submit its 
recommendations to the board of trustees. During the review period, the 
land management plan may be revised if agreed to by the primary land 
manager and the council taking into consideration public input. The land 
management plan becomes effective upon approval by the board of trustees. 

(e) Land management plans are to be updated every 10 years on a 
rotating basis. Each updated land management plan must identify any 
conservation lands under the plan, in part or in whole, that are no longer 
needed for conservation purposes and could be disposed of in fee simple or 
with the state retaining a permanent conservation easement. 

(f) In developing land management plans, at least one public hearing 
shall be held in any one affected county. 

(g) The Division of State Lands shall make available to the public an 
electronic copy of each land management plan for parcels that exceed 160 
acres in size. The division shall review each plan for compliance with the 
requirements of this subsection, the requirements of chapter 259, and the 
requirements of the rules adopted by the board of trustees pursuant to this 
section. The Acquisition and  estoration Council shall also consider the 
propriety of the recommendations of the managing entity with regard to the 
future use of the property, the protection of fragile or nonrenewable 
resources, the potential for alternative or multiple uses not recognized by 
the managing entity, and the possibility of disposal of the property by the 
board of trustees. After its review, the council shall submit the plan, along 
with its recommendations and comments, to the board of trustees. The 
council shall specifically recommend to the board of trustees whether to 
approve the plan as submitted, approve the plan with modifications, or reject 
the plan. If the council fails to make a recommendation for a land 
management plan, the Secretary of Environmental Protection, Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, or executive director of the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or their designees shall submit the land manage-
ment plan to the board of trustees. 
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(h) The board of trustees shall consider the land management plan 
submitted by each entity and the recommendations of the Acquisition and 
 estoration Council and the Division of State Lands and shall approve the 
plan with or without modification or reject such plan. The use or possession 
of any such lands that is not in accordance with an approved land 
management plan is subject to termination by the board of trustees. 

(i)1. State nonconservation lands shall be managed to provide the 
greatest benefit to the state. State nonconservation lands may be grouped 
by similar land use types under one land use plan. Each land use plan shall, 
at a minimum, contain the following elements: 

a. A physical description of the land to include any significant natural or 
cultural resources as well as management strategies developed by the land 
manager to protect such resources. 

b. A desired development outcome. 

c. A schedule for achieving the desired development outcome. 

d. A description of both short-term and long-term development goals. 

e. A management and control plan for invasive nonnative plants. 

f. A management and control plan for soil erosion and soil and water 
contamination. 

g. Measureable objectives to achieve the goals identified in the land use 
plan. 

2. Short-term goals shall be achievable within a 5-year planning period 
and long-term goals shall be achievable within a 10-year planning period. 

3. The use or possession of any such lands that is not in accordance with 
an approved land use plan is subject to termination by the board of trustees. 

4. Land use plans submitted by a manager shall include reference to 
appropriate statutory authority for such use or uses and shall conform to the 
appropriate policies and guidelines of the state land management plan. 

Section 24. Subsection (1) of section 253.0341, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

253.0341 Surplus of state-owned lands.— 

(1) The board of trustees shall determine which lands, the title to which 
is vested in the board, may be surplused. For all conservation lands, the 
Acquisition and  estoration Council shall make a recommendation to the 
board of trustees, and the board of trustees shall determine whether the 
lands are no longer needed for conservation purposes. If the board of trustees 
determines the lands are no longer needed for conservation purposes, it may 
dispose of such lands by an affirmative vote of at least three members. In the 
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case of a land exchange involving the disposition of conservation lands, the 
board of trustees must determine by an affirmative vote of at least three 
members that the exchange will result in a net positive conservation benefit. 
For all nonconservation lands, the board of trustees shall determine whether 
the lands are no longer needed. If the board of trustees determines the lands 
are no longer needed, it may dispose of such lands by an affirmative vote of at 
least three members. Local government requests for the state to surplus 
conservation or nonconservation lands, whether for purchase, or exchange, 
or any other means of transfer, must shall be expedited throughout the 
surplusing process. Property jointly acquired by the state and other entities 
may not be surplused without the consent of all joint owners. 

Section 25. Subsection (2) of section 288.101, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

288.101 Florida Job Growth Grant Fund.— 

(2) The department and Enterprise Florida, Inc., may identify projects, 
solicit proposals, and make funding recommendations to the Governor, who 
is authorized to approve: 

(a) State or local public infrastructure projects to promote: 

1. Economic recovery in specific regions of this the state;, 

2. Economic diversification;, or 

3. Economic enhancement in a targeted industry. 

(b) State or local public infrastructure projects to facilitate the develop-
ment or construction of affordable housing. This paragraph is repealed July 
1, 2033. 

(c) Infrastructure funding to accelerate the rehabilitation of the Herbert 
Hoover Dike. The department or the South Florida Water Management 
District may enter into agreements, as necessary, with the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers to implement this paragraph. 

(d)(c) Workforce training grants to support programs at state colleges 
and state technical centers that provide participants with transferable, 
sustainable workforce skills applicable to more than a single employer, and 
for equipment associated with these programs. The department shall work 
with CareerSource Florida, Inc., to ensure programs are offered to the public 
based on criteria established by the state college or state technical center 
and do not exclude applicants who are unemployed or underemployed. 

Section 26. Section 420.0003, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

(Substantial rewording of section. See 
s. 420.0003, F.S., for present text.) 
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420.0003 State housing strategy.— 

(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is the intent of this act to articulate a 
state housing strategy that will carry the state toward the goal of ensuring 
that each Floridian has safe, decent, and affordable housing. This strategy 
must involve state and local governments working in partnership with 
communities and the private sector and must involve financial, as well as 
regulatory, commitment to accomplish this goal. 

(2) POLICIES.— 

(a) Housing produc ion and rehabili a ion programs.—Programs to 
encourage housing production or rehabilitation must be guided by the 
following general policies, as appropriate for the purpose of the specific 
program: 

1. State and local governments shall provide incentives to encourage the 
private sector to be the primary delivery vehicle for the development of 
affordable housing. When possible, state funds should be heavily leveraged 
to achieve the maximum federal, local, and private commitment of funds and 
be used to ensure long-term affordability. To the maximum extent possible, 
state funds should be expended to create new housing stock and be used for 
repayable loans rather than grants. Local incentives to stimulate private 
sector development of affordable housing may include establishment of 
density bonus incentives. 

2. State and local governments should consider and implement innova-
tive solutions to housing issues where appropriate. Innovative solutions 
include, but are not limited to: 

a. Utilizing publicly held land to develop affordable housing through 
state or local land purchases, long-term land leasing, and school district 
affordable housing programs. To the maximum extent possible, state-owned 
lands that are appropriate for the development of affordable housing must 
be made available for that purpose. 

b. Community-led planning that focuses on urban infill, flexible zoning, 
redevelopment of commercial property into mixed-use property, resiliency, 
and furthering development in areas with preexisting public services, such 
as wastewater, transit, and schools. 

c. Project features that maximize efficiency in land and resource use, 
such as high density, high rise, and mixed use. 

d. Mixed-income projects that facilitate more diverse and successful 
communities. 

e. Modern housing concepts such as manufactured homes, tiny homes, 
3D-printed homes, and accessory dwelling units. 
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3. State funds should be available only to local governments that provide 
incentives or financial assistance for housing. State funding for housing 
should not be made available to local governments whose comprehensive 
plans have been found not in compliance with chapter 163 and who have not 
entered into a stipulated settlement agreement with the department to 
bring the plans into compliance. State funds should be made available only 
for projects consistent with the local government’s comprehensive plan. 

4. Local governments are encouraged to enter into interlocal agree-
ments, as appropriate, to coordinate strategies and maximize the use of state 
and local funds. 

5. State-funded development should emphasize use of developed land, 
urban infill, and the transformation of existing infrastructure in order to 
minimize sprawl, separation of housing from employment, and effects of 
increased housing on ecological preservation areas. Housing available to the 
state’s workforce should prioritize proximity to employment and services. 

(b) Public-priva e par nerships.—Cost-effective public-private partner-
ships must emphasize production and preservation of affordable housing. 

1. Data must be developed and maintained on the affordable housing 
activities of local governments, community-based organizations, and private 
developers. 

2. The state shall assist local governments and community-based 
organizations by providing training and technical assistance. 

3. In coordination with local activities and with federal initiatives, the 
state shall provide incentives for public sector and private sector develop-
ment of affordable housing. 

(c) Preserva ion of housing s ock.—The existing stock of affordable 
housing must be preserved and improved through rehabilitation programs 
and expanded neighborhood revitalization efforts to promote suitable living 
environments for individuals and families. 

(d) Unique housing needs.—The wide range of need for safe, decent, and 
affordable housing must be addressed, with an emphasis on assisting the 
neediest persons. 

1. State housing programs must promote the self-sufficiency and 
economic dignity of the people of this state, including elderly persons and 
persons with disabilities. 

2. The housing requirements of special needs populations must be 
addressed through programs that promote a range of housing options 
bolstering integration with the community. 

3. All housing initiatives and programs must be nondiscriminatory. 
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4. The geographic distribution of resources must provide for the 
development of housing in rural and urban areas. 

5. The important contribution of public housing to the well-being of 
citizens in need shall be acknowledged through efforts to continue and 
bolster existing programs. State and local government funds allocated to 
enhance public housing must be used to supplement, not supplant, federal 
support. 

(3) IMPLEMENTATION.—The state, in carrying out the strategy 
articulated in this section, shall have the following duties: 

(a) State fiscal resources must be directed to achieve the following 
programmatic objectives: 

1. Effective technical assistance and capacity-building programs must be 
established at the state and local levels. 

2. The Shimberg Center for Housing Studies at the University of Florida 
shall develop and maintain statewide data on housing needs and production, 
provide technical assistance relating to real estate development and finance, 
operate an information clearinghouse on housing programs, and coordinate 
state housing initiatives with local government and federal programs. 

3. The corporation shall maintain a consumer-focused website for 
connecting tenants with affordable housing. 

(b) The long-range program plan of the department must include specific 
goals, objectives, and strategies that implement the housing policies in this 
section. 

(c) The Shimberg Center for Housing Studies at the University of 
Florida, in consultation with the department and the corporation, shall 
perform functions related to the research and planning for affordable 
housing. Functions must include quantifying affordable housing needs, 
documenting results of programs administered, and inventorying the supply 
of affordable housing units made available in this state. The recommend-
ations required in this section and a report of any programmatic modifica-
tions made as a result of these policies must be included in the housing 
report required by s. 420.6075. The report must identify the needs of specific 
populations, including, but not limited to, elderly persons, persons with 
disabilities, and persons with special needs, and may recommend statutory 
modifications when appropriate. 

(d) The Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Account-
ability (OPPAGA) shall evaluate affordable housing issues pursuant to the 
schedule set forth in this paragraph. OPPAGA may coordinate with and rely 
upon the expertise and research activities of the Shimberg Center for 
Housing Studies in conducting the evaluations. The analysis may include 
relevant reports prepared by the Shimberg Center for Housing Studies, the 
department, the corporation, and the provider of the Affordable Housing 
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Catalyst Program; interviews with the agencies, providers, offices, devel-
opers, and other organizations related to the development and provision of 
affordable housing at the state and local levels; and any other relevant data. 
When appropriate, each report must recommend policy and statutory 
modifications for consideration by the Legislature. Each report must be 
submitted to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
 epresentatives pursuant to the schedule. OPPAGA shall review and 
evaluate: 

1. By December 15, 2023, and every 5 years thereafter, innovative 
affordable housing strategies implemented by other states, their effective-
ness, and their potential for implementation in this state. 

2. By December 15, 2024, and every 5 years thereafter, affordable 
housing policies enacted by local governments, their effectiveness, and 
which policies constitute best practices for replication across this state. The 
report must include a review and evaluation of the extent to which interlocal 
cooperation is used, effective, or hampered. 

3. By December 15, 2025, and every 5 years thereafter, existing state-
level housing rehabilitation, production, preservation, and finance programs 
to determine their consistency with relevant policies in this section and 
effectiveness in providing affordable housing. The report must also include 
an evaluation of the degree of coordination between housing programs of this 
state, and between state, federal, and local housing activities, and shall 
recommend improved program linkages when appropriate. 

(e) The department and the corporation should conform the adminis-
trative rules for each housing program to the policies stated in this section, 
provided that such changes in the rules are consistent with the statutory 
intent or requirements for the program. This authority applies only to 
programs offering loans, grants, or tax credits and only to the extent that 
state policies are consistent with applicable federal requirements. 

Section 27. Subsection (36) of section 420.503, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

420.503 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term: 

(36) “Qualified contract” has the same meaning as in 26 U.S.C. s. 
42(h)(6)(F) in effect on the date of the preliminary determination certificate 
for the low-income housing tax credits for the development that is the subject 
of the qualified contract request, unless the Internal  evenue Code requires 
a different statute or regulation to apply to the development. The corpora-
tion shall deem a bona fide contract to be a qualified contract at the time the 
bona fide contract is presented to the owner and the initial second earnest 
money deposit is deposited in escrow in accordance with the terms of the 
bona fide contract, and, in such event, the corporation is deemed to have 
fulfilled its responsibility to present the owner with a qualified contract. 
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Section 28. Subsection (3) and paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 
420.504, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

420.504 Public corporation; creation, membership, terms, expenses.— 

(3) The corporation is a separate budget entity and is not subject to 
control, supervision, or direction by the department of Economic Opportu-
nity in any manner, including, but not limited to, personnel, purchasing, 
transactions involving real or personal property, and budgetary matters. 
The corporation shall consist of a board of directors composed of the 
Secretary of Economic Opportunity as an ex officio and voting member, or a 
senior-level agency employee designated by the secretary, one member 
appointed by the President of the Senate, one member appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of  epresentatives, and eight members appointed by 
the Governor subject to confirmation by the Senate from the following: 

(a) One citizen actively engaged in the residential home building 
industry. 

(b) One citizen actively engaged in the banking or mortgage banking 
industry. 

(c) One citizen who is a representative of those areas of labor engaged in 
home building. 

(d) One citizen with experience in housing development who is an 
advocate for low-income persons. 

(e) One citizen actively engaged in the commercial building industry. 

(f) One citizen who is a former local government elected official. 

(g) Two citizens of the state who are not principally employed as 
members or representatives of any of the groups specified in paragraphs 
(a)-(f). 

(4)(a) Members of the corporation shall be appointed for terms of 4 years, 
except that any vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term. Vacancies on 
the board shall be filled by appointment by the Governor, the President of 
the Senate, or the Speaker of the House of  epresentatives, respectively, 
depending on who appointed the member whose vacancy is to be filled or 
whose term has expired. 

Section 29. Subsection (30) of section 420.507, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

420.507 Powers of the corporation.—The corporation shall have all the 
powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and 
provisions of this part, including the following powers which are in addition 
to all other powers granted by other provisions of this part: 
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(30) To prepare and submit to the Secretary of Economic Opportunity a 
budget request for purposes of the corporation, which request must shall, 
notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 216 and in accordance with s. 
216.351, contain a request for operational expenditures and separate 
requests for other authorized corporation programs. The request must 
include, for informational purposes, the amount of state funds necessary to 
use all federal housing funds anticipated to be received by, or allocated to, 
the state in the fiscal year in order to maximize the production of new, 
affordable multifamily housing units in this state. The request need not 
contain information on the number of employees, salaries, or any classifica-
tion thereof, and the approved operating budget therefor need not comply 
with s. 216.181(8)-(10). The secretary may include within the department’s 
budget request the corporation’s budget request in the form as authorized by 
this section. 

Section 30. The amendment made by this act to s. 420.507(30), Florida 
Statutes, expires July 1, 2033, and the text of that subsection shall revert to 
that in existence on June 30, 2023, except that any amendments to such text 
enacted other than by this act shall be preserved and continue to operate to 
the extent that such amendments are not dependent upon the portions of 
text which expire pursuant to this section. 

Section 31. Subsection (10) of section 420.5087, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

420.5087 State Apartment Incentive Loan Program.—There is hereby 
created the State Apartment Incentive Loan Program for the purpose of 
providing first, second, or other subordinated mortgage loans or loan 
guarantees to sponsors, including for-profit, nonprofit, and public entities, 
to provide housing affordable to very-low-income persons. 

(10) The corporation may prioritize a portion of the program funds set 
aside under paragraph (3)(d) for persons with special needs as defined in s. 
420.0004(13) to provide funding for the development of newly constructed 
permanent rental housing on a campus that provides housing for persons in 
foster care or persons aging out of foster care pursuant to s. 409.1451. Such 
housing shall promote and facilitate access to community-based supportive, 
educational, and employment services and resources that assist persons 
aging out of foster care to successfully transition to independent living and 
adulthood. The corporation must consult with the Department of Children 
and Families to create minimum criteria for such housing. 

Section 32. Section 420.50871, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

420.50871 Allocation of increased revenues derived from amendments to 
s. 201.15 made by this act.—Funds that result from increased revenues to 
the State Housing Trust Fund derived from amendments made to s. 201.15 
made by this act must be used annually for projects under the State 
Apartment Incentive Loan Program under s. 420.5087 as set forth in this 
section, notwithstanding ss. 420.507(48) and (50) and 420.5087(1) and (3). 
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The Legislature intends for these funds to provide for innovative projects 
that provide affordable and attainable housing for persons and families 
working, going to school, or living in this state. Projects approved under this 
section are intended to provide housing that is affordable as defined in s. 
420.0004, notwithstanding the income limitations in s. 420.5087(2). Begin-
ning in the 2023-2024 fiscal year and annually for 10 years thereafter: 

(1) The corporation shall allocate 70 percent of the funds provided by this 
section to issue competitive requests for application for the affordable 
housing project purposes specified in this subsection. The corporation shall 
finance projects that: 

(a) Both redevelop an existing affordable housing development and 
provide for the construction of a new development within close proximity to 
the existing development to be rehabilitated. Each project must provide for 
building the new affordable housing development first, relocating the 
tenants of the existing development to the new development, and then 
demolishing the existing development for reconstruction of an affordable 
housing development with more overall and affordable units. 

(b) Address urban infill, including conversions of vacant, dilapidated, or 
functionally obsolete buildings or the use of underused commercial property. 

(c) Provide for mixed use of the location, incorporating nonresidential 
uses, such as retail, office, institutional, or other appropriate commercial or 
nonresidential uses. 

(d) Provide housing near military installations in this state, with 
preference given to projects that incorporate critical services for service-
members, their families, and veterans, such as mental health treatment 
services, employment services, and assistance with transition from active-
duty service to civilian life. 

(2) From the remaining funds, the corporation shall allocate the funds to 
issue competitive requests for application for any of the following affordable 
housing purposes specified in this subsection. The corporation shall finance 
projects that: 

(a) Propose using or leasing public lands. Projects that propose to use or 
lease public lands must include a resolution or other agreement with the 
unit of government owning the land to use the land for affordable housing 
purposes. 

(b) Address the needs of young adults who age out of the foster care 
system. 

(c) Meet the needs of elderly persons. 

(d) Provide housing to meet the needs in areas of rural opportunity, 
designated pursuant to s. 288.0656. 
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(3) Under any request for application under this section, the corporation 
shall coordinate with the appropriate state department or agency and 
prioritize projects that provide for mixed-income developments. 

(4) This section does not prohibit the corporation from allocating 
additional funds to the purposes described in this section. In any fiscal 
year, if the funds allocated by the corporation to any request for application 
under subsections (1) and (2) are not fully used after the application and 
award processes are complete, the corporation may use those funds to 
supplement any future request for application under this section. 

(5) This section is repealed June 30, 2033. 

Section 33. The Division of Law  evision is directed to replace the phrase 
“this act” wherever it occurs in s. 420.50871, Florida Statutes, as created by 
this act, with the assigned chapter number of this act. 

Section 34. Section 420.50872, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

420.50872 Live Local Program.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Annual tax credit amount” means, for any state fiscal year, the sum 
of the amount of tax credits approved under paragraph (3)(a), including tax 
credits to be taken under s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058, which are approved for 
taxpayers whose taxable years begin on or after January 1 of the calendar 
year preceding the start of the applicable state fiscal year. 

(b) “Eligible contribution” means a monetary contribution from a 
taxpayer, subject to the restrictions provided in this section, to the 
corporation for use in the State Apartment Incentive Loan Program 
under s. 420.5087. The taxpayer making the contribution may not designate 
a specific project, property, or geographic area of this state as the beneficiary 
of the eligible contribution. 

(c) “Live Local Program” means the program described in this section 
whereby eligible contributions are made to the corporation. 

(d) “Tax credit cap amount” means the maximum annual tax credit 
amount that the Department of  evenue may approve for a state fiscal year. 

(2)  ESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CO PO ATION.—The corporation 
shall: 

(a) Expend 100 percent of eligible contributions received under this 
section for the State Apartment Incentive Loan Program under s. 420.5087. 
However, the corporation may use up to $25 million of eligible contributions 
to provide loans for the construction of large-scale projects of significant 
regional impact. Such projects must include a substantial civic, educational, 
or health care use and may include a commercial use, any of which must be 
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incorporated within or contiguous to the project property. Such a loan must 
be made, except as otherwise provided in this subsection, in accordance with 
the practices and policies of the State Apartment Incentive Loan Program. 
Such a loan is subject to the competitive application process and may not 
exceed 25 percent of the total project cost. The corporation must find that the 
loan provides a unique opportunity for investment alongside local govern-
ment participation that would enable creation of a significant amount of 
affordable housing. Projects approved under this section are intended to 
provide housing that is affordable as defined in s. 420.0004, notwithstanding 
the income limitations in s. 420.5087(2). 

(b) Upon receipt of an eligible contribution, provide the taxpayer that 
made the contribution with a certificate of contribution. A certificate of 
contribution must include the taxpayer’s name; its federal employer 
identification number, if available; the amount contributed; and the date 
of contribution. 

(c) Within 10 days after issuing a certificate of contribution, provide a 
copy to the Department of  evenue. 

(3) LIVE LOCAL TAX C EDITS; APPLICATIONS, T ANSFE S, AND 
LIMITATIONS.— 

(a) Beginning in the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the tax credit cap amount is 
$100 million in each state fiscal year. 

(b) Beginning October 1, 2023, a taxpayer may submit an application to 
the Department of  evenue for an allocation of the tax credit cap for tax 
credits to be taken under either or both of s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058. 

1. The taxpayer shall specify in the application each tax for which the 
taxpayer requests a credit and the applicable taxable year. For purposes of s. 
220.1878, a taxpayer may apply for a credit to be used for a prior taxable year 
before the date the taxpayer is required to file a return for that year 
pursuant to s. 220.222. For purposes of s. 624.51058, a taxpayer may apply 
for a credit to be used for a prior taxable year before the date the taxpayer is 
required to file a return for that prior taxable year pursuant to ss. 624.509 
and 624.5092. The Department of  evenue shall approve tax credits on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

2. Within 10 days after approving or denying an application, the 
Department of  evenue shall provide a copy of its approval or denial letter 
to the corporation. 

(c) If a tax credit approved under paragraph (b) is not fully used for the 
specified taxable year for credits under s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058 because of 
insufficient tax liability on the part of the taxpayer, the unused amount may 
be carried forward for a period not to exceed 10 taxable years. For purposes 
of s. 220.1878, a credit carried forward may be used in a subsequent year 
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after applying the other credits and unused carryovers in the order provided 
in s. 220.02(8). 

(d) A taxpayer may not convey, transfer, or assign an approved tax credit 
or a carryforward tax credit to another entity unless all of the assets of the 
taxpayer are conveyed, assigned, or transferred in the same transaction. 
However, a tax credit under s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058 may be conveyed, 
transferred, or assigned between members of an affiliated group of 
corporations if the type of tax credit under s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058 
remains the same. A taxpayer shall notify the Department of  evenue of its 
intent to convey, transfer, or assign a tax credit to another member within an 
affiliated group of corporations. The amount conveyed, transferred, or 
assigned is available to another member of the affiliated group of corpora-
tions upon approval by the Department of  evenue. 

(e) Within any state fiscal year, a taxpayer may rescind all or part of a 
tax credit allocation approved under paragraph (b). The amount rescinded 
must become available for that state fiscal year to another eligible taxpayer 
as approved by the Department of  evenue if the taxpayer receives notice 
from the Department of  evenue that the rescindment has been accepted by 
the Department of  evenue. Any amount rescinded under this paragraph 
must become available to an eligible taxpayer on a first-come, first-served 
basis based on tax credit applications received after the date the rescind-
ment is accepted by the Department of  evenue. 

(f) Within 10 days after approving or denying the conveyance, transfer, 
or assignment of a tax credit under paragraph (d), or the rescindment of a tax 
credit under paragraph (e), the Department of  evenue shall provide a copy 
of its approval or denial letter to the corporation. 

(g) For purposes of calculating the underpayment of estimated corporate 
income taxes under s. 220.34 and tax installment payments for taxes on 
insurance premiums or assessments under s. 624.5092, the final amount due 
is the amount after credits earned under s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058 for 
contributions to eligible charitable organizations are deducted. 

1. For purposes of determining if a penalty or interest under s. 
220.34(2)(d)1. will be imposed for underpayment of estimated corporate 
income tax, a taxpayer may, after earning a credit under s. 220.1878, reduce 
any estimated payment in that taxable year by the amount of the credit. 

2. For purposes of determining if a penalty under s. 624.5092 will be 
imposed, an insurer, after earning a credit under s. 624.51058 for a taxable 
year, may reduce any installment payment for such taxable year of 27 
percent of the amount of the net tax due as reported on the return for the 
preceding year under s. 624.5092(2)(b) by the amount of the credit. 

(4) P ESE VATION OF C EDIT.—If any provision or portion of this 
section, s. 220.1878, or s. 624.51058 or the application thereof to any person 
or circumstance is held unconstitutional by any court or is otherwise 
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declared invalid, the unconstitutionality or invalidity does not affect any 
credit earned under s. 220.1878 or s. 624.51058 by any taxpayer with respect 
to any contribution paid to the Live Local Program before the date of a 
determination of unconstitutionality or invalidity. The credit must be 
allowed at such time and in such a manner as if a determination of 
unconstitutionality or invalidity had not been made, provided that nothing 
in this subsection by itself or in combination with any other provision of law 
may result in the allowance of any credit to any taxpayer in excess of $1 of 
credit for each dollar paid to an eligible charitable organization. 

(5) ADMINIST ATION;  ULES.— 

(a) The Department of  evenue and the corporation may develop a 
cooperative agreement to assist in the administration of this section, as 
needed. 

(b) The Department of  evenue may adopt rules necessary to administer 
this section, s. 220.1878, and s. 624.51058, including rules establishing 
application forms, procedures governing the approval of tax credits and 
carryforward tax credits under subsection (3), and procedures to be followed 
by taxpayers when claiming approved tax credits on their returns. 

(c) By August 15, 2023, and by each August 15 thereafter, the 
Department of  evenue shall determine the 500 taxpayers with the greatest 
total corporate income or franchise tax due as reported on the taxpayer’s 
return filed pursuant to s. 220.22 during the previous calendar year and 
notify those taxpayers of the existence of the Live Local Program and the 
process for obtaining an allocation of the tax credit cap. The Department of 
 evenue shall confer with the corporation in the drafting of the notification. 
The Department of  evenue may provide this notification by electronic 
means. 

Section 35. Section 420.5096, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

420.5096 Florida Hometown Hero Program.— 

(1) The Legislature finds that individual homeownership is vital to 
building long-term housing and financial security. With rising home prices, 
down payment and closing costs are often significant barriers to home-
ownership for working Floridians. Each person in Florida’s hometown 
workforce is essential to creating thriving communities, and the Legislature 
finds that the ability of Floridians to reside within the communities in which 
they work is of great importance. Therefore, the Legislature finds that 
providing assistance to homebuyers in this state by reducing the amount of 
down payment and closing costs is a necessary step toward expanding access 
to homeownership and achieving safe, decent, and affordable housing for all 
Floridians. 

(2) The Florida Hometown Hero Program is created to assist Florida’s 
hometown workforce in attaining homeownership by providing financial 
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assistance to residents to purchase a home as their primary residence. 
Under the program, a borrower may apply to the corporation for a loan to 
reduce the amount of the down payment and closing costs paid by the 
borrower by a minimum of $10,000 and up to 5 percent of the first mortgage 
loan, not exceeding $35,000. Loans must be made available at a zero percent 
interest rate and must be made available for the term of the first mortgage. 
The balance of any loan is due at closing if the property is sold, refinanced, 
rented, or transferred, unless otherwise approved by the corporation. 

(3) For loans made available pursuant to s. 420.507(23)(a)1. or 2., the 
corporation may underwrite and make those mortgage loans through the 
program to persons or families who have household incomes that do not 
exceed 150 percent of the state median income or local median income, 
whichever is greater. A borrower must be seeking to purchase a home as a 
primary residence; a first-time homebuyer and a Florida resident; and 
employed full-time by a Florida-based employer. The borrower must provide 
documentation of full-time employment, or full-time status for self-employed 
individuals, of 35 hours or more per week. The requirement to be a first-time 
homebuyer does not apply to a borrower who is an active duty service-
member of a branch of the armed forces or the Florida National Guard, as 
defined in s. 250.01, or a veteran. 

(4) Loans made under the Florida Hometown Hero Program may be used 
for the purchase of manufactured homes, as defined in s. 320.01(2)(b), which 
were constructed after July 13, 1994; which are permanently affixed to real 
property in this state, whether owned or leased by the borrower; and which 
are titled and financed as tangible personal property or as real property. 

(5) This program is intended to be evergreen, and repayments for loans 
made under this program shall be retained within the program to make 
additional loans. 

Section 36. Subsection (3) is added to section 420.531, Florida Statutes, 
to read: 

420.531 Affordable Housing Catalyst Program.— 

(3) The corporation may contract with the entity providing statewide 
training and technical assistance to provide technical assistance to local 
governments to establish selection criteria and related provisions for 
requests for proposals or other competitive solicitations for use or lease of 
government-owned real property for affordable housing purposes. The entity 
providing statewide training and technical assistance may develop best 
practices or other key elements for successful use of public property for 
affordable housing, in conjunction with technical support provided under 
subsection (1). 

Section 37. Section 420.6075, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
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420.6075  esearch and planning for affordable housing; annual housing 
report.— 

(1) The research and planning functions of the department shall include 
the collection of data on the need for affordable housing in this state and the 
extent to which that need is being met through federal, state, and local 
programs, in order to facilitate planning to meet the housing needs in this 
state and to enable the development of sound strategies and programs for 
affordable housing. To fulfill this function, the Shimberg Center for Housing 
Studies Affordable Housing at the University of Florida shall perform the 
following functions: 

(a) Quantify affordable housing needs in this the state by analyzing 
available data, including information provided through the housing ele-
ments of local comprehensive plans, and identify revisions in the housing 
element data requirements that would result in more uniform, meaningful 
information being obtained. 

(b) Document the results since 1980 of all programs administered by the 
department which provide for or act as incentives for housing production or 
improvement. Data on program results must include the number of units 
produced and the unit cost under each program. 

(c) Inventory the supply of affordable housing units made available 
through federal, state, and local programs. Data on the geographic 
distribution of affordable units must show the availability of units in each 
county and municipality. 

(2) By December 31 of each year, the Shimberg Center for Housing 
Studies Affordable Housing shall submit to the Legislature an updated 
housing report describing the supply of and need for affordable housing. This 
annual housing report shall include: 

(a) A synopsis of training and technical assistance activities and 
community-based organization housing activities for the year. 

(b) A status report on the degree of progress toward meeting the housing 
objectives of the department’s agency functional plan. 

(c)  ecommended housing initiatives for the next fiscal year and 
recommended priorities for assistance to the various target populations 
within the spectrum of housing need. 

(3) The Shimberg Center for Housing Studies Affordable Housing shall: 

(a) Conduct research on program options to address the need for 
affordable housing. 

(b) Conduct research on training models to be replicated or adapted to 
meet the needs of community-based organizations and state and local 
government staff involved in housing development. 
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Section 38. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 553.792, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

553.792 Building permit application to local government.— 

(1)(a) Within 10 days of an applicant submitting an application to the 
local government, the local government shall advise the applicant what 
information, if any, is needed to deem the application properly completed in 
compliance with the filing requirements published by the local government. 
If the local government does not provide written notice that the applicant 
has not submitted the properly completed application, the application shall 
be automatically deemed properly completed and accepted. Within 45 days 
after receiving a completed application, a local government must notify an 
applicant if additional information is required for the local government to 
determine the sufficiency of the application, and shall specify the additional 
information that is required. The applicant must submit the additional 
information to the local government or request that the local government act 
without the additional information. While the applicant responds to the 
request for additional information, the 120-day period described in this 
subsection is tolled. Both parties may agree to a reasonable request for an 
extension of time, particularly in the event of a force majeure or other 
extraordinary circumstance. The local government must approve, approve 
with conditions, or deny the application within 120 days following receipt of 
a completed application. A local government shall maintain on its website a 
policy containing procedures and expectations for expedited processing of 
those building permits and development orders required by law to be 
expedited. 

Section 39. Subsection (7) of section 624.509, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

624.509 Premium tax; rate and computation.— 

(7) Credits and deductions against the tax imposed by this section shall 
be taken in the following order: deductions for assessments made pursuant 
to s. 440.51; credits for taxes paid under ss. 175.101 and 185.08; credits for 
income taxes paid under chapter 220 and the credit allowed under 
subsection (5), as these credits are limited by subsection (6); the credit 
allowed under s. 624.51057; the credit allowed under s. 624.51058; all other 
available credits and deductions. 

Section 40. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 624.5105, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

624.5105 Community contribution tax credit; authorization; limitations; 
eligibility and application requirements; administration; definitions; ex-
piration.— 

(1) AUTHO IZATION TO G ANT TAX C EDITS; LIMITATIONS.— 
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(c) The total amount of tax credit which may be granted for all programs 
approved under this section and ss. 212.08(5)(p) and 220.183 is $25 $14.5 
million in the 2023-2024 2022-2023 fiscal year and in each fiscal year 
thereafter for projects that provide housing opportunities for persons with 
special needs as defined in s. 420.0004 or homeownership opportunities for 
low-income or very-low-income households as defined in s. 420.9071 and $4.5 
million in the 2022-2023 fiscal year and in each fiscal year thereafter for all 
other projects. 

Section 41. Section 624.51058, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

624.51058 Credit for contributions to the Live Local Program.— 

(1) For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2023, there is 
allowed a credit of 100 percent of an eligible contribution made to the Live 
Local Program under s. 420.50872 against any tax due for a taxable year 
under s. 624.509(1) after deducting from such tax deductions for assess-
ments made pursuant to s. 440.51; credits for taxes paid under ss. 175.101 
and 185.08; credits for income taxes paid under chapter 220; and the credit 
allowed under s. 624.509(5), as such credit is limited by s. 624.509(6). An 
eligible contribution must be made to the Live Local Program on or before 
the date the taxpayer is required to file a return pursuant to ss. 624.509 and 
624.5092. An insurer claiming a credit against premium tax liability under 
this section is not required to pay any additional retaliatory tax levied under 
s. 624.5091 as a result of claiming such credit. Section 624.5091 does not 
limit such credit in any manner. 

(2) Section 420.50872 applies to the credit authorized by this section. 

Section 42. The Department of Economic Opportunity’s Keys Workforce 
Housing Initiative, approved by the Administration Commission on June 13, 
2018, is considered an exception to the evacuation time constraints of s. 
380.0552(9)(a)2., Florida Statutes, by requiring deed-restricted affordable 
workforce housing properties receiving permit allocations to agree to 
evacuate at least 48 hours in advance of hurricane landfall. A comprehensive 
plan amendment approved by the Department of Economic Opportunity to 
implement the initiative is hereby valid and the respective local govern-
ments may adopt local ordinances or regulations to implement such plan 
amendment. 

Section 43. (1) The Department of  evenue is authorized, and all 
conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules under s. 120.54(4), 
Florida Statutes, for the purpose of implementing provisions related to the 
Live Local Program created by this act. Notwithstanding any other law, 
emergency rules adopted under this section are effective for 6 months after 
adoption and may be renewed during the pendency of procedures to adopt 
permanent rules addressing the subject of the emergency rules. 

(2) This section expires July 1, 2026. 
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Section 44. For the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the sum of $100 million in 
nonrecurring funds from the General  evenue Fund is appropriated to the 
Florida Housing Finance Corporation to implement the Florida Hometown 
Hero Housing Program established in s. 420.5096, Florida Statutes, as 
created by this act. 

Section 45. For the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the sum of $252 million in 
nonrecurring funds from the Local Government Housing Trust Fund is 
appropriated in the Grants and Aids - Housing Finance Corporation (HFC) -
State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program appropriation 
category to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation. 

Section 46. For the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the sum of $150 million in 
recurring funds and $109 million in nonrecurring funds from the State 
Housing Trust Fund is appropriated in the Grants and Aids - Housing 
Finance Corporation (HFC) - Affordable Housing Programs appropriation 
category to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation. The recurring funds 
are appropriated to implement s. 420.50871, Florida Statutes, as created by 
this act. 

Section 47. For the 2022-2023 fiscal year, the sum of $100 million in 
nonrecurring funds from the General  evenue Fund is appropriated to the 
Florida Housing Finance Corporation to implement a competitive assistance 
loan program for new construction projects in the development pipeline that 
have not commenced construction and are experiencing verifiable cost 
increases due to market inflation. These funds are intended to support the 
corporation’s efforts to maintain the viability of projects in the development 
pipeline as the unprecedented economic factors coupled with the housing 
crisis makes it of upmost importance to deliver much-needed affordable 
housing units in communities in a timely manner. Eligible projects are those 
that accepted an invitation to enter credit underwriting by the corporation 
for funding during the period of time of July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2022. 
The corporation may establish such criteria and application processes as 
necessary to implement this section. The unexpended balance of funds 
appropriated to the corporation as of June 30, 2023, shall revert and is 
appropriated to the corporation for the same purpose for the 2023-2024 fiscal 
year. Any funds not awarded by December 1, 2023, must be used for the 
State Apartment Incentive Loan Program under s. 420.5087, Florida 
Statutes. This section is effective upon becoming a law. 

Section 48. The Legislature finds and declares that this act fulfills an 
important state interest. 

Section 49. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except 
for this section, which shall take effect upon becoming a law, this act shall 
take effect July 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State March 29, 2023. 
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CHAPTE  2023-31 

Committee Substitute for 
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 1604 

An act relating to land use and development regulations; amending s. 
163.3177, F.S.; revising the planning periods that must be included in a 
comprehensive plan; amending s. 163.3191, F.S.; requiring local govern-
ments to determine if plan amendments are necessary to reflect a certain 
minimum planning period; specifying requirements for a certain notifica-
tion; requiring, rather than encouraging, a local government to compre-
hensively evaluate and update its comprehensive plan to reflect changes 
in local conditions; requiring that updates to certain elements of the 
comprehensive plan be processed in the same plan amendment cycle; 
prohibiting a local government from initiating or adopting any publicly 
initiated plan amendments to its comprehensive plan under certain 
circumstances; providing applicability; prohibiting a certain denial of plan 
amendments from being based on the failure of a local government to 
update its comprehensive plan; requiring the state land planning agency 
to provide population projections if a local government fails to update its 
comprehensive plan; requiring the local government to update its 
comprehensive plan within a specified timeframe after receiving the 
population projections and to transmit the update within a specified 
timeframe; requiring the state land planning agency to establish a certain 
timeline if such update is not in compliance; authorizing the local 
government to seek approval from the state land planning agency to 
process publicly initiated plan amendments under certain circumstances; 
authorizing the local government to provide certain alternative population 
projections under certain circumstances; amending s. 163.3202, F.S.; 
revising exceptions to applicability of land development regulations 
relating to single-family or two-family dwelling building design elements; 
amending s. 163.3208, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “distribu-
tion electric substation”; revising the substation approval process to 
include applications for changes to existing electric substations; amending 
s. 189.031, F.S.; precluding an independent special district from comply-
ing with the terms of certain development agreements under certain 
circumstances; requiring a newly elected or appointed governing body to 
review, within a certain timeframe, certain agreements and vote on 
whether to seek readoption of such agreement; providing retroactive 
applicability; providing for future expiration; amending s. 189.08, F.S.; 
conforming a cross-reference; providing effective dates. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section 163.3177, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 
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163.3177  equired and optional elements of comprehensive plan; 
studies and surveys.— 

(5)(a) Each local government comprehensive plan must include at least 
two planning periods, one covering at least the first 10-year 5-year period 
occurring after the plan’s adoption and one covering at least a 20-year 10-
year period. Additional planning periods for specific components, elements, 
land use amendments, or projects shall be permissible and accepted as part 
of the planning process. 

Section 2. Section 163.3191, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

163.3191 Evaluation and appraisal of comprehensive plan.— 

(1) At least once every 7 years, each local government shall evaluate its 
comprehensive plan to determine if plan amendments are necessary to 
reflect a minimum planning period of at least 10 years as provided in s. 
163.3177(5) or to reflect changes in state requirements in this part since the 
last update of the comprehensive plan, and notify the state land planning 
agency as to its determination.The notification must include a separate 
affidavit, signed by the chair of the governing body of the county or the 
mayor of the municipality, attesting that all elements of its comprehensive 
plan comply with this subsection. The affidavit must also include a 
certification that the adopted comprehensive plan contains the minimum 
planning period of 10 years, as provided in s. 163.3177(5), and must cite the 
source and date of the population projections used in establishing the 10-
year planning period. 

(2) If the local government determines amendments to its comprehen-
sive plan are necessary to reflect changes in state requirements, the local 
government must shall prepare and transmit within 1 year such plan 
amendment or amendments for review pursuant to s. 163.3184. 

(3) Local governments shall are encouraged to comprehensively evaluate 
and, as necessary, update comprehensive plans to reflect changes in local 
conditions. Plan amendments transmitted pursuant to this section must 
shall be reviewed pursuant to s. 163.3184(4). Updates to the required 
elements and optional elements of the comprehensive plan must be 
processed in the same plan amendment cycle. 

(4) If a local government fails to submit the its letter and affidavit 
prescribed by subsection (1) or to transmit the updateto its plan pursuant to 
subsection (3) within 1 year after the date the letter was transmitted to the 
state land planning agency (2), it may not initiate or adopt any publicly 
initiated plan amendments to amend its comprehensive plan until such time 
as it complies with this section, unless otherwise required by general law. 
This prohibition on plan amendments does not apply to privately initiated 
plan amendments. The failure of the local government to timely update its 
plan may not be the basis for the denial of privately initiated comprehensive 
plan amendments. 
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(5) If it is determined that a local government has failed to update its 
comprehensive plan pursuant to this section, the state land planning agency 
must provide the required population projections that must be used by the 
local government to update the comprehensive plan. The local government 
shall initiate an update to its comprehensive plan within 3 months following 
the receipt of the population projections and must transmit the update 
within 12 months. If the state land planning agency finds the update is not in 
compliance, it must establish the timeline to address the deficiencies, not to 
exceed an additional 12-month period. If the update is challenged by a third 
party, the local government may seek approval from the state land planning 
agency to process publicly initiated plan amendments that are necessary to 
accommodate population growth during the pendency of the litigation. 
During the update process, the local government may provide alternative 
population projections based on professionally accepted methodologies, but 
only if those population projections exceed the population projections 
provided by the state land planning agency and only if the update is 
completed within the timeframe set forth in this subsection. 

(6) The state land planning agency may not adopt rules to implement 
this section, other than procedural rules or a schedule indicating when local 
governments must comply with the requirements of this section. 

Section 3. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (5) of section 163.3202, 
Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

163.3202 Land development regulations.— 

(5)(a) Land development regulations relating to building design ele-
ments may not be applied to a single-family or two-family dwelling unless: 

1. The dwelling is listed in the National  egister of Historic Places, as 
defined in s. 267.021(5); is located in a National  egister Historic District; or 
is designated as a historic property or located in a historic district, under the 
terms of a local preservation ordinance; 

2. The regulations are adopted in order to implement the National Flood 
Insurance Program; 

3. The regulations are adopted pursuant to and in compliance with 
chapter 553; 

4. The dwelling is located in a community redevelopment area, as 
defined in s. 163.340(10); 

5. The regulations are required to ensure protection of coastal wildlife in 
compliance with s. 161.052, s. 161.053, s. 161.0531, s. 161.085, s. 161.163, or 
chapter 373; 

6. The dwelling is located in a planned unit development or master 
planned community created pursuant to a local ordinance, resolution, or 
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other final action approved by the local governing body before July 1, 2023; 
or 

7. The dwelling is located within the jurisdiction of a local government 
that has a design review board or an architectural review board created 
before January 1, 2020. 

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term: 

1. “Building design elements” means the external building color; the type 
or style of exterior cladding material; the style or material of roof structures 
or porches; the exterior nonstructural architectural ornamentation; the 
location or architectural styling of windows or doors; the location or 
orientation of the garage; the number and type of rooms; and the interior 
layout of rooms. The term does not include the height, bulk, orientation, or 
location of a dwelling on a zoning lot; or the use of buffering or screening to 
minimize potential adverse physical or visual impacts or to protect the 
privacy of neighbors. 

2. “Planned unit development” or “master planned community” means 
an area of land that is planned and developed as a single entity or in 
approved stages with uses and structures substantially related to the 
character of the entire development, or a self-contained development in 
which the subdivision and zoning controls are applied to the project as a 
whole rather than to individual lots. 

Section 4. Section 163.3208, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

163.3208 Substation approval process.— 

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to maintain, encourage, and ensure 
adequate and reliable electric infrastructure in the state. It is essential that 
electric infrastructure be constructed and maintained in various locations in 
order to ensure the efficient and reliable delivery of electric service. Electric 
infrastructure should be constructed, to the maximum extent practicable, to 
achieve compatibility with adjacent and surrounding land uses, and the 
criteria included in this section are intended to balance the need for 
electricity with land use compatibility. 

(2) The term “distribution electric substation” means an electric sub-
station, including accessory administration or maintenance buildings and 
related accessory uses and structures, which takes electricity from the 
transmission grid and converts it to another voltage or a lower voltage so it 
can be distributed to customers in the local area on the local distribution grid 
through one or more distribution lines less than 69 kilovolts in size. 

(3) Electric substations are a critical component of electric transmission 
and distribution. Except for substations in s. 163.3205(2)(c), local govern-
ments may adopt and enforce reasonable land development regulations for 
new and existing distribution electric substations, addressing only setback, 
landscaping, buffering, screening, lighting, and other aesthetic 
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compatibility-based standards. Vegetated buffers or screening beneath 
aerial access points to the substation equipment shall not be required to 
have a mature height in excess of 14 feet. 

(4) New and existing distribution electric substations shall be a 
permitted use in all land use categories in the applicable local government 
comprehensive plan and zoning districts within a utility’s service territory 
except those designated as preservation, conservation, or historic preserva-
tion on the future land use map or duly adopted ordinance. If a local 
government has not adopted reasonable standards for substation siting in 
accordance with subsection (3), the following standards shall apply to new 
distribution electric substations: 

(a) In nonresidential areas, the substation must comply with the setback 
and landscaped buffer area criteria applicable to other similar uses in that 
district, if any. 

(b) Unless the local government approves a lesser setback or landscape 
requirement, in residential areas, a setback of up to 100 feet between the 
substation property boundary and permanent equipment structures shall be 
maintained as follows: 

1. For setbacks between 100 feet and 50 feet, an open green space shall 
be formed by installing native landscaping, including trees and shrub 
material, consistent with the relevant local government’s land development 
regulations. Substation equipment shall be protected by a security fence 
consistent with the relevant local government’s land development regula-
tions. 

2. For setbacks of less than 50 feet, a buffer wall 8 feet high or a fence 8 
feet high with native landscaping consistent with the relevant local 
government’s regulations shall be installed around the substation. 

(5) If the application for a proposed distribution electric substation or for 
changes to an existing electric substation demonstrates that the substation 
design is consistent with the local government’s applicable setback, land-
scaping, buffering, screening, and other aesthetic compatibility-based 
standards, the application for development approval for or changes to the 
substation shall be approved. 

(6)(a) This paragraph applies may apply to the proposed placement or 
construction of a new distribution electric substation within a residential 
area. Before Prior to submitting an application for the location of a new 
distribution electric substation in residential areas, the utility shall consult 
with the local government regarding the selection of a site. The utility shall 
provide information regarding the utility’s preferred site and as many as 
three alternative available sites, including sites within nonresidential areas, 
that are technically and electrically reasonable for the load to be served, if 
the local government deems that the siting of a new distribution electric 
substation warrants this additional review and consideration. The final 
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determination on the site application as to the preferred and alternative 
sites shall be made solely by the local government within 90 days of 
presentation of all the necessary and required information on the preferred 
site and on the alternative sites. In the event the utility and the local 
government are unable to reach agreement on an appropriate location, the 
substation site selection shall be submitted to mediation conducted 
pursuant to ss. 44.401-44.406, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by 
the parties, and the mediation shall be concluded within 30 days unless 
extended by written agreement of the parties. The 90-day time period for the 
local government to render a final decision on the site application is tolled 
from the date a notice of intent to mediate the site selection issue is served on 
the utility or local government, until the mediation is concluded, terminated, 
or an impasse is declared. The local government and utility may agree to 
waive or extend this 90-day time period. Upon rendition of a final decision of 
the local government, a person may pursue available legal remedies in 
accordance with law, and the matter shall be considered on an expedited 
basis. 

(b) A local government’s land development and construction regulations 
for new distribution electric substations or for changes to existing electric 
substations and the local government’s review of an application for the 
placement or construction of a new distribution electric substation or for 
changes to an existing electric substation shall only address land develop-
ment, zoning, or aesthetic compatibility-based issues. In such local govern-
ment regulations or review, a local government may not require information 
or evaluate a utility’s business decisions about its service, customer demand 
for its service, or quality of its service to or from a particular area or site, 
unless the utility voluntarily offers this information to the local government. 

(7) Substation siting standards adopted after the effective date of this act 
does shall not apply to applications for new distribution electric substations 
or for changes to existing electric substations which substation applications 
that were submitted before prior to the notice of the local government’s 
adoption hearing. 

(8)(a) If a local government has adopted standards for the siting of new 
distribution electric substations or for changes to existing electric substa-
tions within any of the local government’s land use categories or zoning 
districts, the local government shall grant or deny a properly completed 
application for a permit to locate a new electric substation or change an 
existing distribution electric substation within the land use category or 
zoning district within 90 days after the date the properly completed 
application is declared complete in accordance with the applicable local 
government application procedures. If the local government fails to approve 
or deny a properly completed application for a new distribution electric 
substation or for changes to an existing electric substation within the 
timeframes set forth, the application is shall be deemed automatically 
approved, and the applicant may proceed with construction consistent with 
its application without interference or penalty. Issuance of such local permit 
does not relieve the applicant from complying with applicable federal or 
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state laws or regulations and other applicable local land development or 
building regulations, if any. 

(b) The local government shall notify the permit applicant within 30 days 
after the date the application is submitted as to whether the application is, 
for administrative purposes only, properly completed and has been properly 
submitted. Further completeness determinations shall be provided within 
15 days after the receipt of additional information. However, such 
determination is not shall not be not deemed an approval of the application. 

(c) To be effective, a waiver of the timeframes set forth in this subsection 
must be voluntarily agreed to by the utility applicant and the local 
government. A local government may request, but not require, a waiver of 
the timeframes by the applicant, except that, with respect to a specific 
application, a one-time waiver may be required in the case of a declared 
local, state, or federal emergency that directly affects the administration of 
all permitting activities of the local government. 

(d) The local government may establish reasonable timeframes within 
which the required information to cure the application deficiency is to be 
provided, or the application will be considered withdrawn or closed. 

Section 5. Effective upon becoming a law, subsection (7) is added to 
section 189.031, Florida Statutes, to read: 

189.031 Legislative intent for the creation of independent special 
districts; special act prohibitions; model elements and other requirements; 
local general-purpose government/Governor and Cabinet creation author-
izations.— 

(7)  EVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT AG EEMENTS.—An independent 
special district is precluded from complying with the terms of any 
development agreement, or any other agreement for which the development 
agreement serves in whole or part as consideration, which is executed within 
3 months preceding the effective date of a law modifying the manner of 
selecting members of the governing body of the independent special district 
from election to appointment or from appointment to election. The newly 
elected or appointed governing body of the independent special district shall 
review within 4 months of taking office any development agreement or any 
other agreement for which the development agreement serves in whole or 
part as consideration and shall, after such review, vote on whether to seek 
readoption of such agreement. This subsection shall apply to any develop-
ment agreement that is in effect on, or is executed after, the effective date of 
this section. This subsection expires July 1, 2028, unless reviewed and saved 
from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 189.08, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

189.08 Special district public facilities report.— 
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(2) Each independent special district shall submit to each local general-
purpose government in which it is located a public facilities report and an 
annual notice of any changes. The public facilities report shall specify the 
following information: 

(a) A description of existing public facilities owned or operated by the 
special district, and each public facility that is operated by another entity, 
except a local general-purpose government, through a lease or other 
agreement with the special district. This description shall include the 
current capacity of the facility, the current demands placed upon it, and its 
location. This information shall be required in the initial report and updated 
every 7 years at least 12 months before the submission date of the evaluation 
and appraisal notification letter of the appropriate local government 
required by s. 163.3191. The department shall post a schedule on its 
website, based on the evaluation and appraisal notification schedule 
prepared pursuant to s. 163.3191(6) s. 163.3191(5), for use by a special 
district to determine when its public facilities report and updates to that 
report are due to the local general-purpose governments in which the special 
district is located. 

Section 7. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except 
for this section, which shall take effect upon becoming a law, this act shall 
take effect July 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor May 5, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 5, 2023. 
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Committee Substitute for 
Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 3 

An act relating to government and corporate activism; amending s. 17.57, 
F.S.; defining the term “pecuniary factor”; requiring that the Chief 
Financial Officer, or a party authorized to invest on his or her behalf, 
make investment decisions based solely on pecuniary factors; amending s. 
20.058, F.S.; requiring a specified attestation, under penalty of perjury, 
from certain organizations; defining the term “pecuniary factor”; requiring 
citizen support organizations and direct-support organizations to make 
investment decisions based solely on pecuniary factors; amending s. 
112.656, F.S.; requiring that investment decisions comply with a specified 
requirement related to the consideration of pecuniary factors; amending s. 
112.661, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by the act; creating 
s. 112.662, F.S.; defining the term “pecuniary factor”; providing that only 
pecuniary factors may be considered in investment decisions for retire-
ment systems or plans; providing that the interests of participants and 
beneficiaries of such systems or plans may not be subordinated to other 
objectives; requiring shareholder rights to be exercised considering only 
pecuniary factors; requiring specified reports; providing requirements for 
such reports; requiring the Department of Management Services to report 
certain noncompliance to the Attorney General; authorizing certain 
proceedings to be brought by the Attorney General who, if successful in 
those proceedings, is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and costs; 
requiring the department to adopt rules; providing applicability; amend-
ing ss. 175.071 and 185.06, F.S.; specifying that certain public boards of 
trustees are subject to the requirement that only pecuniary factors be 
considered in investment decisions; amending s. 215.47, F.S.; defining the 
term “pecuniary factor”; requiring the State Board of Administration to 
make investment decisions based solely on pecuniary factors; providing an 
exception to current investment and fiduciary standards in the event of a 
conflict; amending s. 215.475, F.S.; requiring the Florida  etirement 
System Defined Benefit Plan Investment Policy Statement to comply with 
the requirement that only pecuniary factors be considered in investment 
decisions; amending s. 215.4755, F.S.; requiring certain investment 
advisors or managers to certify in writing that investment decisions are 
based solely on pecuniary factors; providing applicability; providing that 
failure to file a required certification is grounds for termination of certain 
contracts; providing that a submission of a materially false certification is 
deemed a willful refusal to comply with a certain fiduciary standard; 
requiring that certain noncompliance be reported to the Attorney General, 
who is authorized to bring certain civil or administrative actions; 
providing that if the Attorney General is successful in those proceedings, 
he or she is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and costs; creating s. 
215.681, F.S.; defining terms; prohibiting bond issuers from issuing 
environmental, social, and governance bonds and taking other related 
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actions; authorizing certain financial institutions to purchase and under-
write specified bonds; providing applicability; creating s. 215.855, F.S.; 
defining terms; requiring that contracts between governmental entities 
and investment managers contain certain provisions and a specified 
disclaimer; providing applicability; amending s. 218.415, F.S.; defining the 
term “pecuniary factor”; requiring units of local government to make 
investment decisions based solely on pecuniary factors; amending s. 
280.02, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “qualified public 
depository”; creating s. 280.025, F.S.; requiring a specified attestation, 
under penalty of perjury, from certain entities; amending s. 280.05, F.S.; 
requiring the Chief Financial Officer to verify such attestations; requiring 
the Chief Financial Officer to report materially false attestations to the 
Attorney General, who is authorized to bring certain civil and adminis-
trative actions; providing that if the Attorney General is successful in 
those proceedings, he or she is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and 
costs; providing construction; authorizing the Chief Financial Officer to 
suspend or disqualify a qualified public depository that no longer meets 
the definition of that term; amending s. 280.051, F.S.; adding grounds for 
suspension or disqualification of a qualified public depository; amending s. 
280.054, F.S.; providing that failure to timely file a required attestation is 
deemed a knowing and willful violation; amending s. 280.055, F.S.; adding 
a circumstance under which the Chief Financial Officer may issue certain 
orders against a qualified public depository; creating s. 287.05701, F.S.; 
defining the term “awarding body”; prohibiting an awarding body from 
requesting certain documentation or giving preference to vendors based on 
their social, political, or ideological interests; requiring that solicitations 
for the procurement of commodities or contractual services by an awarding 
body contain a specified notification, beginning on a specified date; 
creating s. 516.037, F.S.; requiring licensees to make certain determina-
tions based on an analysis of certain risk factors; prohibiting such 
licensees from engaging in unsafe and unsound practices; providing 
construction; providing that certain actions on the part of licensees are an 
unsafe and unsound practice; requiring a specified attestation, under 
penalty of perjury, from applicants and licensees, beginning on a specified 
date; providing that a failure to comply with specified requirements or 
engaging in unsafe and unsound practices constitutes a violation of the 
Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, subject to specified 
sanctions and penalties; providing that only the enforcing authority can 
enforce such violations; providing that an enforcing authority that brings 
a successful action for violations is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and 
costs; creating s. 560.1115, F.S.; requiring licensees to make determina-
tions about the provision or denial of services based on an analysis of 
certain risk factors; prohibiting the licensees from engaging in unsafe and 
unsound practices; providing construction; providing that certain actions 
are an unsafe and unsound practice; requiring a specified attestation, 
under penalty of perjury, from applicants and licensees, beginning on a 
specified date; providing that a failure to comply with specified require-
ments or engaging in unsafe and unsound practices constitutes a violation 
of the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, subject to 
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specified sanctions and penalties; providing that only the enforcing 
authority can enforce such violations; providing that an enforcing 
authority that brings a successful action for violations is entitled to 
reasonable attorney fees and costs; amending s. 560.114, F.S.; revising the 
actions that constitute grounds for specified disciplinary action of a money 
services business, an authorized vendor, or an affiliated party; amending 
s. 655.005, F.S.; revising a definition; creating s. 655.0323, F.S.; requiring 
financial institutions to make determinations about the provision or 
denial of services based on an analysis of specified risk factors; prohibiting 
financial institutions from engaging in unsafe and unsound practices; 
providing construction; providing that certain actions are an unsafe and 
unsound practice; requiring a specified attestation, under penalty of 
perjury, from financial institutions annually, beginning on a specified 
date; providing that a failure to comply with specified requirements or 
engaging in unsafe and unsound practices constitutes a violation of the 
Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, subject to specified 
sanctions and penalties; providing that only the enforcing authority can 
enforce such violations; providing that an enforcing authority that brings 
a successful action for violations is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and 
costs; prohibiting certain entities from exercising specified authority; 
amending s. 1010.04, F.S.; prohibiting school districts, Florida College 
System Institutions, and state universities from requesting certain 
documentation from vendors and giving preference to vendors based on 
their social, political, or ideological interests; requiring that solicitations 
for purchases or leases include a specified notice; reenacting s. 17.61(1), 
F.S., relating to powers and duties of the Chief Financial Officer in the 
investment of certain funds, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 
17.57, F.S., in references thereto; reenacting s. 215.44(3), F.S., relating to 
the powers and duties of the Board of Administration in the investment of 
trust funds, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 215.47, F.S., in a 
reference thereto; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 17.57, Florida Statutes, is amended to 
read: 

17.57 Deposits and investments of state money.— 

(1)(a) As used in this subsection, the term “pecuniary factor” means a 
factor that the Chief Financial Officer, or other party authorized to invest on 
his or her behalf, prudently determines is expected to have a material effect 
on the risk or returns of an investment based on appropriate investment 
horizons consistent with applicable investment objectives and funding 
policy. The term does not include the consideration of the furtherance of 
any social, political, or ideological interests. 

(b) The Chief Financial Officer, or other parties with the permission of 
the Chief Financial Officer, shall deposit the money of the state or any 
money in the State Treasury in such qualified public depositories of the state 
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as will offer satisfactory collateral security for such deposits, pursuant to 
chapter 280. It is the duty of the Chief Financial Officer, consistent with the 
cash requirements of the state, to keep such money fully invested or 
deposited as provided herein in order that the state may realize maximum 
earnings and benefits. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other law except for s. 215.472, when deciding 
whether to invest and when investing, the Chief Financial Officer, or other 
party authorized to invest on his or her behalf, must make decisions based 
solely on pecuniary factors and may not subordinate the interests of the 
people of this state to other objectives, including sacrificing investment 
return or undertaking additional investment risk to promote any nonpe-
cuniary factor. The weight given to any pecuniary factor must appropriately 
reflect a prudent assessment of its impact on risk or returns. 

Section 2. Present subsections (4) and (5) of section 20.058, Florida 
Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (5) and (6), respectively, and 
paragraph (g) is added to subsection (1) and a new subsection (4) is added to 
that section, to read: 

20.058 Citizen support and direct-support organizations.— 

(1) By August 1 of each year, a citizen support organization or direct-
support organization created or authorized pursuant to law or executive 
order and created, approved, or administered by an agency, shall submit the 
following information to the appropriate agency: 

(g) An attestation, under penalty of perjury, stating that the organiza-
tion has complied with subsection (4). 

(4)(a) As used in this section, the term “pecuniary factor” means a factor 
that the citizen support organization or direct-support organization pru-
dently determines is expected to have a material effect on the risk or returns 
of an investment based on appropriate investment horizons consistent with 
applicable investment objectives and funding policy. The term does not 
include the consideration of the furtherance of any social, political, or 
ideological interests. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, when deciding whether to invest and 
when investing funds on behalf of an agency, the citizen support organiza-
tion or direct-support organization must make decisions based solely on 
pecuniary factors and may not subordinate the interests of the people of this 
state to other objectives, including sacrificing investment return or under-
taking additional investment risk to promote any nonpecuniary factor. The 
weight given to any pecuniary factor must appropriately reflect a prudent 
assessment of its impact on risk or returns. 

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 112.656, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

112.656 Fiduciary duties; certain officials included as fiduciaries.— 
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(1) A fiduciary shall discharge his or her duties with respect to a plan 
solely in the interest of the participants and beneficiaries for the exclusive 
purpose of providing benefits to participants and their beneficiaries and 
defraying reasonable expenses of administering the plan. Investment 
decisions must comply with s. 112.662. 

Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 112.661, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

112.661 Investment policies.—Investment of the assets of any local 
retirement system or plan must be consistent with a written investment 
policy adopted by the board. Such policies shall be structured to maximize 
the financial return to the retirement system or plan consistent with the 
risks incumbent in each investment and shall be structured to establish and 
maintain an appropriate diversification of the retirement system or plan’s 
assets. 

(4) INVESTMENT AND FIDUCIA Y STANDA DS.—The investment 
policy shall describe the level of prudence and ethical standards to be 
followed by the board in carrying out its investment activities with respect to 
funds described in this section. The board in performing its investment 
duties shall comply with the fiduciary standards set forth in the Employee 
 etirement Income Security Act of 1974 at 29 U.S.C. s. 1104(a)(1)(A)-(C). 
Except as provided in s. 112.662, in case of conflict with other provisions of 
law authorizing investments, the investment and fiduciary standards set 
forth in this section shall prevail. 

Section 5. Section 112.662, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

112.662 Investments; exercising shareholder rights.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term “pecuniary factor” means a factor 
that the plan administrator, named fiduciary, board, or board of trustees 
prudently determines is expected to have a material effect on the risk or 
returns of an investment based on appropriate investment horizons 
consistent with the investment objectives and funding policy of the 
retirement system or plan. The term does not include the consideration of 
the furtherance of any social, political, or ideological interests. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, when deciding whether to invest and 
when investing the assets of any retirement system or plan, only pecuniary 
factors may be considered and the interests of the participants and 
beneficiaries of the system or plan may not be subordinated to other 
objectives, including sacrificing investment return or undertaking addi-
tional investment risk to promote any nonpecuniary factor. The weight given 
to any pecuniary factor must appropriately reflect a prudent assessment of 
its impact on risk or returns. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other law, when deciding whether to exercise 
shareholder rights or when exercising such rights on behalf of a retirement 
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system or plan, including the voting of proxies, only pecuniary factors may 
be considered and the interests of the participants and beneficiaries of the 
system or plan may not be subordinated to other objectives, including 
sacrificing investment return or undertaking additional investment risk to 
promote any nonpecuniary factor. 

(4)(a) By December 15, 2023, and by December 15 of each odd-numbered 
year thereafter, each retirement system or plan shall file a comprehensive 
report detailing and reviewing the governance policies concerning decision-
making in vote decisions and adherence to the fiduciary standards required 
of such retirement system or plan under this section, including the exercise 
of shareholder rights. 

1. The State Board of Administration, on behalf of the Florida  etire-
ment System, shall submit its report to the Governor, the Attorney General, 
the Chief Financial Officer, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House of  epresentatives. 

2. All other retirement systems or plans shall submit their reports to the 
Department of Management Services. 

(b) By January 15, 2024, and by January 15 of each even-numbered year 
thereafter, the Department of Management Services shall submit a 
summary report to the Governor, the Attorney General, the Chief Financial 
Officer, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 
 epresentatives that includes a summary of the reports submitted under 
paragraph (a) and identifies any relevant trends among such systems and 
plans. 

(c) The Department of Management Services shall report incidents of 
noncompliance to the Attorney General, who may institute proceedings to 
enjoin any person found violating this section. If such action is successful, 
the Attorney General is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and costs. 

(d) The Department of Management Services shall adopt rules to 
implement this subsection. 

(5) This section does not apply to individual member-directed invest-
ment accounts established as part of a defined contribution plan under s. 
401(a), s. 403(b), or s. 457 of the Internal  evenue Code. 

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 175.071, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

175.071 General powers and duties of board of trustees.—For any 
municipality, special fire control district, chapter plan, local law munici-
pality, local law special fire control district, or local law plan under this 
chapter: 
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(1) The board of trustees, subject to the fiduciary standards in ss. 
112.656, 112.661, and 518.11, and the Code of Ethics in ss. 112.311-
112.3187, and the requirements in s. 112.662, may: 

(a) Invest and reinvest the assets of the firefighters’ pension trust fund 
in annuity and life insurance contracts of life insurance companies in 
amounts sufficient to provide, in whole or in part, the benefits to which all of 
the participants in the firefighters’ pension trust fund are entitled under this 
chapter and pay the initial and subsequent premiums thereon. 

(b) Invest and reinvest the assets of the firefighters’ pension trust fund 
in: 

1. Time or savings accounts of a national bank, a state bank insured by 
the Bank Insurance Fund, or a savings, building, and loan association 
insured by the Savings Association Insurance Fund administered by the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or a state or federal chartered credit 
union whose share accounts are insured by the National Credit Union Share 
Insurance Fund. 

2. Obligations of the United States or obligations guaranteed as to 
principal and interest by the government of the United States. 

3. Bonds issued by the State of Israel. 

4. Bonds, stocks, or other evidences of indebtedness issued or guaranteed 
by a corporation organized under the laws of the United States, any state or 
organized territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia, if: 

a. The corporation is listed on any one or more of the recognized national 
stock exchanges or on the National Market System of the NASDAQ Stock 
Market and, in the case of bonds only, holds a rating in one of the three 
highest classifications by a major rating service; and 

b. The board of trustees may not invest more than 5 percent of its assets 
in the common stock or capital stock of any one issuing company, nor may 
the aggregate investment in any one issuing company exceed 5 percent of the 
outstanding capital stock of that company or the aggregate of its invest-
ments under this subparagraph at cost exceed 50 percent of the assets of the 
fund. 

This paragraph applies to all boards of trustees and participants. However, 
if a municipality or special fire control district has a duly enacted pension 
plan pursuant to, and in compliance with, s. 175.351, and the trustees desire 
to vary the investment procedures, the trustees of such plan must request a 
variance of the investment procedures as outlined herein only through a 
municipal ordinance, special act of the Legislature, or resolution by the 
governing body of the special fire control district; if a special act, or a 
municipality by ordinance adopted before July 1, 1998, permits a greater 
than 50-percent equity investment, such municipality is not required to 
comply with the aggregate equity investment provisions of this paragraph. 
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Notwithstanding any other provision of law, this section may not be 
construed to take away any preexisting legal authority to make equity 
investments that exceed the requirements of this paragraph. Notwithstand-
ing any other provision of law, the board of trustees may invest up to 25 
percent of plan assets in foreign securities on a market-value basis. The 
investment cap on foreign securities may not be revised, amended, 
increased, or repealed except as provided by general law. 

(c) Issue drafts upon the firefighters’ pension trust fund pursuant to this 
act and rules prescribed by the board of trustees. All such drafts must be 
consecutively numbered, be signed by the chair and secretary, or by two 
individuals designated by the board who are subject to the same fiduciary 
standards as the board of trustees under this subsection, and state upon 
their faces the purpose for which the drafts are drawn. The treasurer or 
depository of each municipality or special fire control district shall retain 
such drafts when paid, as permanent vouchers for disbursements made, and 
no money may be otherwise drawn from the fund. 

(d) Convert into cash any securities of the fund. 

(e) Keep a complete record of all receipts and disbursements and the 
board’s acts and proceedings. 

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 185.06, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

185.06 General powers and duties of board of trustees.—For any 
municipality, chapter plan, local law municipality, or local law plan under 
this chapter: 

(1) The board of trustees, subject to the fiduciary standards in ss. 
112.656, 112.661, and 518.11, and the Code of Ethics in ss. 112.311-
112.3187, and the requirements in s. 112.662, may: 

(a) Invest and reinvest the assets of the retirement trust fund in annuity 
and life insurance contracts of life insurance companies in amounts 
sufficient to provide, in whole or in part, the benefits to which all of the 
participants in the municipal police officers’ retirement trust fund are 
entitled under this chapter, and pay the initial and subsequent premiums 
thereon. 

(b) Invest and reinvest the assets of the retirement trust fund in: 

1. Time or savings accounts of a national bank, a state bank insured by 
the Bank Insurance Fund, or a savings and loan association insured by the 
Savings Association Insurance Fund administered by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation or a state or federal chartered credit union whose 
share accounts are insured by the National Credit Union Share Insurance 
Fund. 

8 
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



Ch. 2023 28 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023 28 

2. Obligations of the United States or obligations guaranteed as to 
principal and interest by the United States. 

3. Bonds issued by the State of Israel. 

4. Bonds, stocks, or other evidences of indebtedness issued or guaranteed 
by a corporation organized under the laws of the United States, any state or 
organized territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia, 
provided: 

a. The corporation is listed on any one or more of the recognized national 
stock exchanges or on the National Market System of the NASDAQ Stock 
Market and, in the case of bonds only, holds a rating in one of the three 
highest classifications by a major rating service; and 

b. The board of trustees may not invest more than 5 percent of its assets 
in the common stock or capital stock of any one issuing company, nor shall 
the aggregate investment in any one issuing company exceed 5 percent of the 
outstanding capital stock of the company or the aggregate of its investments 
under this subparagraph at cost exceed 50 percent of the fund’s assets. 

This paragraph applies to all boards of trustees and participants. However, 
if a municipality has a duly enacted pension plan pursuant to, and in 
compliance with, s. 185.35 and the trustees desire to vary the investment 
procedures, the trustees of such plan shall request a variance of the 
investment procedures as outlined herein only through a municipal 
ordinance or special act of the Legislature; if a special act, or a municipality 
by ordinance adopted before July 1, 1998, permits a greater than 50-percent 
equity investment, such municipality is not required to comply with the 
aggregate equity investment provisions of this paragraph. Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, this section may not be construed to take away 
any preexisting legal authority to make equity investments that exceed the 
requirements of this paragraph. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the board of trustees may invest up to 25 percent of plan assets in foreign 
securities on a market-value basis. The investment cap on foreign securities 
may not be revised, amended, repealed, or increased except as provided by 
general law. 

(c) Issue drafts upon the municipal police officers’ retirement trust fund 
pursuant to this act and rules prescribed by the board of trustees. All such 
drafts shall be consecutively numbered, be signed by the chair and secretary 
or by two individuals designated by the board who are subject to the same 
fiduciary standards as the board of trustees under this subsection, and state 
upon their faces the purposes for which the drafts are drawn. The city 
treasurer or other depository shall retain such drafts when paid, as 
permanent vouchers for disbursements made, and no money may otherwise 
be drawn from the fund. 

(d) Finally decide all claims to relief under the board’s rules and 
regulations and pursuant to the provisions of this act. 
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(e) Convert into cash any securities of the fund. 

(f) Keep a complete record of all receipts and disbursements and of the 
board’s acts and proceedings. 

Section 8. Subsection (10) of section 215.47, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

215.47 Investments; authorized securities; loan of securities.—Subject 
to the limitations and conditions of the State Constitution or of the trust 
agreement relating to a trust fund, moneys available for investments under 
ss. 215.44-215.53 may be invested as follows: 

(10)(a) As used in this subsection, the term “pecuniary factor” means a 
factor that the State Board of Administration prudently determines is 
expected to have a material effect on the risk or returns of an investment 
based on appropriate investment horizons consistent with applicable 
investment objectives and funding policy. The term does not include the 
consideration of the furtherance of any social, political, or ideological 
interests. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law except for ss. 215.471, 215.4725, and 
215.473, when deciding whether to invest and when investing the assets of 
any fund, the State Board of Administration must make decisions based 
solely on pecuniary factors and may not subordinate the interests of the 
participants and beneficiaries of the fund to other objectives, including 
sacrificing investment return or undertaking additional investment risk to 
promote any nonpecuniary factor. The weight given to any pecuniary factor 
must appropriately reflect a prudent assessment of its impact on risk or 
returns. 

(c) Investments made by the State Board of Administration shall be 
designed to maximize the financial return to the fund consistent with the 
risks incumbent in each investment and shall be designed to preserve an 
appropriate diversification of the portfolio. The board shall discharge its 
duties with respect to a plan solely in the interest of its participants and 
beneficiaries. The board in performing the above investment duties shall 
comply with the fiduciary standards set forth in the Employee  etirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 at 29 U.S.C. s. 1104(a)(1)(A) through (C). Except 
as provided in paragraph (b), in case of conflict with other provisions of law 
authorizing investments, the investment and fiduciary standards set forth 
in this paragraph subsection shall prevail. 

Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 215.475, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

215.475 Investment policy statement.— 

(1) In making investments for the System Trust Fund pursuant to ss. 
215.44-215.53, the board shall make no investment which is not in 
conformance with the Florida  etirement System Defined Benefit Plan 
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Investment Policy Statement, hereinafter referred to as “the IPS,” as 
developed by the executive director and approved by the board. The IPS 
must comply with s. 215.47(10) and include, among other items, the 
investment objectives of the System Trust Fund; permitted types of 
securities in which the board may invest; and evaluation criteria necessary 
to measure the investment performance of the fund. As required from time to 
time, the executive director of the board may present recommended changes 
in the IPS to the board for approval. 

Section 10. Present paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of subsection (1) of section 
215.4755, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (c), (d), and (e), 
respectively, a new paragraph (b) is added to that subsection, and subsection 
(3) of that section is amended, to read: 

215.4755 Certification and disclosure requirements for investment 
advisers and managers.— 

(1) An investment adviser or manager who has discretionary investment 
authority for direct holdings and who is retained as provided in s. 
215.44(2)(b) shall agree pursuant to contract to annually certify in writing 
to the board that: 

(b) All investment decisions made on behalf of the trust funds and the 
board are made based solely on pecuniary factors as defined in s. 
215.47(10)(a) and do not subordinate the interests of the participants and 
beneficiaries of the funds to other objectives, including sacrificing invest-
ment return or undertaking additional investment risk to promote any 
nonpecuniary factor. This paragraph applies to any contract executed, 
amended, or renewed on or after July 1, 2023. 

(3)(a) An investment adviser or manager certification required under 
subsection (1) must shall be provided by each annually, no later than 
January 31, for the reporting period of the previous calendar year on a form 
prescribed by the board. 

(b) Failure to timely file the certification required under subsection (1) is 
grounds for termination of any contract between the board and the 
investment advisor or manager. 

(c) Submission of a materially false certification is deemed a willful 
refusal to comply with the fiduciary standard described in paragraph (1)(b). 

(d) If an investment advisor or manager fails to comply with the 
fiduciary standard described in paragraph (1)(b) while providing services 
to the board, the board must report such noncompliance to the Attorney 
General, who may bring a civil or administrative action for damages, 
injunctive relief, and such other relief as may be appropriate. If such action 
is successful, the Attorney General is entitled to reasonable attorney fees 
and costs. 

Section 11. Section 215.681, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 
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215.681 ESG bonds; prohibitions.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Bonds” means any note, general obligation bond, revenue bond, 
special assessment bond, special obligation bond, private activity bond, 
certificate of participation, or other evidence of indebtedness or obligation, in 
either temporary or definitive form. 

(b) “ESG” means environmental, social, and governance. 

(c) “ESG bonds” means any bonds that have been designated or labeled 
as bonds that will be used to finance a project with an ESG purpose, 
including, but not limited to, green bonds, Certified Climate Bonds, 
GreenStar designated bonds, and other environmental bonds marketed as 
promoting a generalized or global environmental objective; social bonds 
marketed as promoting a social objective; and sustainability bonds and 
sustainable development goal bonds marketed as promoting both environ-
mental and social objectives. The term includes those bonds self-designated 
by the issuer as ESG-labeled bonds and those designated as ESG-labeled 
bonds by a third-party verifier. 

(d) “Issuer” means the division, acting on behalf of any entity; any local 
government, educational entity, or entity of higher education as defined in s. 
215.89(2)(c), (d), and (e), respectively, or other political subdivision granted 
the power to issue bonds; any public body corporate and politic authorized or 
created by general or special law and granted the power to issue bonds, 
including, but not limited to, a water and sewer district created under 
chapter 153, a health facilities authority as defined in s. 154.205, an 
industrial development authority created under chapter 159, a housing 
financing authority as defined in s. 159.603(3), a research and development 
authority as defined in s. 159.702(1)(c), a legal or administrative entity 
created by interlocal agreement pursuant to s. 163.01(7), a community 
redevelopment agency as defined in s. 163.340(1), a regional transportation 
authority created under chapter 163, a community development district as 
defined in s. 190.003, an educational facilities authority as defined in s. 
243.52(1), the Higher Educational Facilities Financing Authority created 
under s. 243.53, the Florida Development Finance Corporation created 
under s. 288.9604, a port district or port authority as defined in s. 315.02(1) 
and (2), respectively, the South Florida  egional Transportation Authority 
created under s. 343.53, the Central Florida  egional Transportation 
Authority created under s. 343.63, the Tampa Bay Area  egional Transit 
Authority created under s. 343.92, the Greater Miami Expressway Agency 
created under s. 348.0304, the Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway 
Authority created under s. 348.52, the Central Florida Expressway 
Authority created under s. 348.753, the Jacksonville Transportation 
Authority created under s. 349.03, and the Florida Housing Finance 
Corporation created under s. 420.504. 
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(e) “ ating agency” means any nationally recognized rating service or 
nationally recognized statistical rating organization. 

(f) “Third-party verifier” means any entity that contracts with an issuer 
to conduct an external review and independent assessment of proposed ESG 
bonds to ensure that such bonds may be designated or labeled as ESG bonds 
or will be used to finance a project that will comply with applicable ESG 
standards. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law relating to the issuance 
of bonds, it is a violation of this section and it is prohibited for any issuer to: 

(a) Issue ESG bonds. 

(b) Expend public funds as defined in s. 215.85(3) or use moneys derived 
from the issuance of bonds to pay for the services of a third-party verifier 
related to the designation or labeling of bonds as ESG bonds, including, but 
not limited to, certifying or verifying that bonds may be designated or 
labeled as ESG bonds, rendering a second-party opinion or producing a 
verifier’s report as to the compliance of proposed ESG bonds with applicable 
ESG standards and metrics, complying with post-issuance reporting 
obligations, or other services that are only provided due to the designation 
or labeling of bonds as ESG bonds. 

(c) Enter into a contract with any rating agency whose ESG scores for 
such issuer will have a direct, negative impact on the issuer’s bond ratings. 

(3) Notwithstanding s. 655.0323, a financial institution as defined in s. 
655.005(1) may purchase and underwrite bonds issued by a governmental 
entity. 

(4) This section does not apply to any bonds issued before July 1, 2023, or 
to any agreement entered into or any contract executed before July 1, 2023. 

Section 12. Section 215.855, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

215.855 Investment manager external communication.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Governmental entity” means a state, regional, county, municipal, 
special district, or other political subdivision whether executive, judicial, or 
legislative, including, but not limited to, a department, division, board, 
bureau, commission, authority, district, or agency thereof, or a public school, 
Florida College System institution, state university, or associated board. 

(b) “Investment manager” means a private sector company that offers 
one or more investment products or services to a governmental entity and 
that has the discretionary investment authority for direct holdings. 
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(c) “Public funds” means all moneys under the jurisdiction of a govern-
mental entity and includes all manner of pension and retirement funds and 
all other funds held, as trust funds or otherwise, for any public purpose, 
subject to investment. 

(2) Any contract between a governmental entity and an investment 
manager must contain the following provisions: 

(a) That any written communication made by the investment manager to 
a company in which such manager invests public funds on behalf of a 
governmental entity must include the following disclaimer in a conspicuous 
location if such communication discusses social, political, or ideological 
interests; subordinates the interests of the company’s shareholders to the 
interest of another entity; or advocates for the interest of an entity other 
than the company’s shareholders: 

The views and opinions expressed in this communication are those of the 
sender and do not reflect the views and opinions of the people of the State of 
Florida. 

(b) That the contract may be unilaterally terminated at the option of the 
governmental entity if the investment manager does not include the 
disclaimer required in paragraph (a). 

(3) This section applies to contracts between a governmental entity and 
an investment manager executed, amended, or renewed on or after July 1, 
2023. 

Section 13. Subsection (24) is added to section 218.415, Florida Statutes, 
to read: 

218.415 Local government investment policies.—Investment activity by 
a unit of local government must be consistent with a written investment plan 
adopted by the governing body, or in the absence of the existence of a 
governing body, the respective principal officer of the unit of local 
government and maintained by the unit of local government or, in the 
alternative, such activity must be conducted in accordance with subsection 
(17). Any such unit of local government shall have an investment policy for 
any public funds in excess of the amounts needed to meet current expenses 
as provided in subsections (1)-(16), or shall meet the alternative investment 
guidelines contained in subsection (17). Such policies shall be structured to 
place the highest priority on the safety of principal and liquidity of funds. 
The optimization of investment returns shall be secondary to the require-
ments for safety and liquidity. Each unit of local government shall adopt 
policies that are commensurate with the nature and size of the public funds 
within its custody. 

(24) INVESTMENT DECISIONS.— 
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(a) As used in this subsection, the term “pecuniary factor” means a factor 
that the governing body of the unit of local government, or in the absence of 
the existence of a governing body, the respective principal officer of the unit 
of local government, prudently determines is expected to have a material 
effect on the risk or returns of an investment based on appropriate 
investment horizons consistent with applicable investment objectives and 
funding policy. The term does not include the consideration of the 
furtherance of any social, political, or ideological interests. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, when deciding whether to invest and 
when investing public funds pursuant to this section, the unit of local 
government must make decisions based solely on pecuniary factors and may 
not subordinate the interests of the people of this state to other objectives, 
including sacrificing investment return or undertaking additional invest-
ment risk to promote any nonpecuniary factor. The weight given to any 
pecuniary factor must appropriately reflect a prudent assessment of its 
impact on risk or returns. 

Section 14. Present paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (26) of section 
280.02, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (g) and (h), 
respectively, and new paragraphs (e) and (f) are added to that subsection, 
to read: 

280.02 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 

(26) “Qualified public depository” means a bank, savings bank, or 
savings association that: 

(e) Makes determinations about the provision of services or the denial of 
services based on an analysis of risk factors unique to each customer or 
member. This paragraph does not restrict a qualified public depository that 
claims a religious purpose from making such determinations based on the 
religious beliefs, religious exercise, or religious affiliations of a customer or 
member. 

(f) Does not engage in the unsafe and unsound practice of denying or 
canceling its services to a person, or otherwise discriminating against a 
person in making available such services or in the terms or conditions of 
such services, on the basis of: 

1. The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations; 

2. Except as provided in paragraph (e), the person’s religious beliefs, 
religious exercise, or religious affiliations; 

3. Any factor if it is not a quantitative, impartial, and risk-based 
standard, including any such factor related to the person’s business sector; 
or 

4. The use of any rating, scoring, analysis, tabulation, or action that 
considers a social credit score based on factors including, but not limited to: 

15 
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



Ch. 2023 28 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023 28 

a. The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations. 

b. The person’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or religious affilia-
tions. 

c. The person’s lawful ownership of a firearm. 

d. The person’s engagement in the lawful manufacture, distribution, 
sale, purchase, or use of firearms or ammunition. 

e. The person’s engagement in the exploration, production, utilization, 
transportation, sale, or manufacture of fossil fuel-based energy, timber, 
mining, or agriculture. 

f. The person’s support of the state or Federal Government in combatting 
illegal immigration, drug trafficking, or human trafficking. 

g. The person’s engagement with, facilitation of, employment by, support 
of, business relationship with, representation of, or advocacy for any person 
described in this subparagraph. 

h. The person’s failure to meet or commit to meet, or expected failure to 
meet, any of the following as long as such person is in compliance with 
applicable state or federal law: 

(I) Environmental standards, including emissions standards, bench-
marks, requirements, or disclosures; 

(II) Social governance standards, benchmarks, or requirements, includ-
ing, but not limited to, environmental or social justice; 

(III) Corporate board or company employment composition standards, 
benchmarks, requirements, or disclosures based on characteristics protected 
under the Florida Civil  ights Act of 1992; or 

(IV) Policies or procedures requiring or encouraging employee participa-
tion in social justice programming, including, but not limited to, diversity, 
equity, or inclusion training. 

Section 15. Section 280.025, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

280.025 Attestation required.— 

(1) Beginning July 1, 2023, the following entities must attest, under 
penalty of perjury, on a form prescribed by the Chief Financial Officer, 
whether the entity is in compliance with s. 280.02(26)(e) and (f): 

(a) A bank, savings bank, or savings association, upon application or 
reapplication for designation as a qualified public depository. 

(b) A qualified public depository, upon filing the report required by s. 
280.16(1)(d). 
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(2) If an application or reapplication for designation as a qualified public 
depository is pending on July 1, 2023, the bank, savings bank, or savings 
association must file the attestation required under subsection (1) before 
being designated or redesignated a qualified public depository. 

Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (13) and subsection (17) of 
section 280.05, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

280.05 Powers and duties of the Chief Financial Officer.—In fulfilling 
the requirements of this act, the Chief Financial Officer has the power to 
take the following actions he or she deems necessary to protect the integrity 
of the public deposits program: 

(13)  equire the filing of the following reports, which the Chief Financial 
Officer shall process as provided: 

(d)1. Any related documents, reports, records, or other information 
deemed necessary by the Chief Financial Officer in order to ascertain 
compliance with this chapter, including, but not limited to, verifying the 
attestation required under s. 280.025. 

2. If the Chief Financial Officer determines that the attestation required 
under s. 280.025 is materially false, he or she must report such determina-
tion to the Attorney General, who may bring a civil or administrative action 
for damages, injunctive relief, and such other relief as may be appropriate. If 
such action is successful, the Attorney General is entitled to reasonable 
attorney fees and costs. 

3. As related to federally chartered financial institutions, this paragraph 
may not be construed to create a power exceeding the visitorial powers of the 
Chief Financial Officer allowed under federal law. 

(17) Suspend or disqualify or disqualify after suspension any qualified 
public depository that has violated any of the provisions of this chapter or of 
rules adopted hereunder or that no longer meets the definition of a qualified 
public depository under s. 280.02. 

(a) Any qualified public depository that is suspended or disqualified 
pursuant to this subsection is subject to the provisions of s. 280.11(2) 
governing withdrawal from the public deposits program and return of 
pledged collateral. Any suspension shall not exceed a period of 6 months. 
Any qualified public depository which has been disqualified may not reapply 
for qualification until after the expiration of 1 year from the date of the final 
order of disqualification or the final disposition of any appeal taken 
therefrom. 

(b) In lieu of suspension or disqualification, impose an administrative 
penalty upon the qualified public depository as provided in s. 280.054. 

(c) If the Chief Financial Officer has reason to believe that any qualified 
public depository or any other financial institution holding public deposits is 
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or has been violating any of the provisions of this chapter or of rules adopted 
hereunder or no longer meets the definition of a qualified public depository 
under s. 280.02, he or she may issue to the qualified public depository or 
other financial institution an order to cease and desist from the violation or 
to correct the condition giving rise to or resulting from the violation. If any 
qualified public depository or other financial institution violates a cease-
and-desist or corrective order, the Chief Financial Officer may impose an 
administrative penalty upon the qualified public depository or other 
financial institution as provided in s. 280.054 or s. 280.055. In addition to 
the administrative penalty, the Chief Financial Officer may suspend or 
disqualify any qualified public depository for violation of any order issued 
pursuant to this paragraph. 

Section 17. Subsections (14) and (15) are added to section 280.051, 
Florida Statutes, to read: 

280.051 Grounds for suspension or disqualification of a qualified public 
depository.—A qualified public depository may be suspended or disqualified 
or both if the Chief Financial Officer determines that the qualified public 
depository has: 

(14) Failed to file the attestation required under s. 280.025. 

(15) No longer meets the definition of a qualified public depository under 
s. 280.02. 

Section 18. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 280.054, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

280.054 Administrative penalty in lieu of suspension or disqualification. 

(1) If the Chief Financial Officer finds that one or more grounds exist for 
the suspension or disqualification of a qualified public depository, the Chief 
Financial Officer may, in lieu of suspension or disqualification, impose an 
administrative penalty upon the qualified public depository. 

(b) With respect to any knowing and willful violation of a lawful order or 
rule, the Chief Financial Officer may impose a penalty upon the qualified 
public depository in an amount not exceeding $1,000 for each violation. If 
restitution is due, the qualified public depository shall make restitution 
upon the order of the Chief Financial Officer and shall pay interest on such 
amount at the legal rate. Each day a violation continues constitutes a 
separate violation. Failure to timely file the attestation required under s. 
280.025 is deemed a knowing and willful violation. 

Section 19. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (1) of section 280.055, 
Florida Statutes, are amended, and paragraph (g) is added to that 
subsection, to read: 

280.055 Cease and desist order; corrective order; administrative pen-
alty.— 
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(1) The Chief Financial Officer may issue a cease and desist order and a 
corrective order upon determining that: 

(e) A qualified public depository or a custodian has not furnished to the 
Chief Financial Officer, when the Chief Financial Officer requested, a power 
of attorney or bond power or bond assignment form required by the bond 
agent or bond trustee for each issue of registered certificated securities 
pledged and registered in the name, or nominee name, of the qualified public 
depository or custodian; or 

(f) A qualified public depository; a bank, savings association, or other 
financial institution; or a custodian has committed any other violation of this 
chapter or any rule adopted pursuant to this chapter that the Chief 
Financial Officer determines may be remedied by a cease and desist order 
or corrective order; or 

(g) A qualified public depository no longer meets the definition of a 
qualified public depository under s. 280.02. 

Section 20. Section 287.05701, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

287.05701 Prohibition against considering social, political, or ideological 
interests in government contracting.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term “awarding body” means: 

(a) For state contracts, an agency or the department. 

(b) For local government contracts, the governing body of a county, a 
municipality, a special district, or any other political subdivision of the state. 

(2)(a) An awarding body may not request documentation of or consider a 
vendor’s social, political, or ideological interests when determining if the 
vendor is a responsible vendor. 

(b) An awarding body may not give preference to a vendor based on the 
vendor’s social, political, or ideological interests. 

(3) Beginning July 1, 2023, any solicitation for the procurement of 
commodities or contractual services by an awarding body must include a 
provision notifying vendors of the provisions of this section. 

Section 21. Section 516.037, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

516.037 Unsafe and unsound practices.— 

(1) Licensees must make determinations about the provision or denial of 
services based on an analysis of risk factors unique to each current or 
prospective customer and may not engage in an unsafe and unsound practice 
as provided in subsection (2). This subsection does not restrict a licensee that 
claims a religious purpose from making such determinations based on the 
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current or prospective customer’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or 
religious affiliations. 

(2) It is an unsafe and unsound practice for a licensee to deny or cancel its 
services to a person, or to otherwise discriminate against a person in making 
available such services or in the terms or conditions of such services, on the 
basis of: 

(a) The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations; 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (1), the person’s religious beliefs, 
religious exercise, or religious affiliations; 

(c) Any factor if it is not a quantitative, impartial, and risk-based 
standard, including any such factor related to the person’s business sector; 
or 

(d) The use of any rating, scoring, analysis, tabulation, or action that 
considers a social credit score based on factors including, but not limited to: 

1. The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations. 

2. The person’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or religious affilia-
tions. 

3. The person’s lawful ownership of a firearm. 

4. The person’s engagement in the lawful manufacture, distribution, 
sale, purchase, or use of firearms or ammunition. 

5. The person’s engagement in the exploration, production, utilization, 
transportation, sale, or manufacture of fossil fuel-based energy, timber, 
mining, or agriculture. 

6. The person’s support of the state or Federal Government in combat-
ting illegal immigration, drug trafficking, or human trafficking. 

7. The person’s engagement with, facilitation of, employment by, support 
of, business relationship with, representation of, or advocacy for any person 
described in this paragraph. 

8. The person’s failure to meet or commit to meet, or expected failure to 
meet, any of the following as long as such person is in compliance with 
applicable state or federal law: 

a. Environmental standards, including emissions standards, bench-
marks, requirements, or disclosures; 

b. Social governance standards, benchmarks, or requirements, includ-
ing, but not limited to, environmental or social justice; 
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c. Corporate board or company employment composition standards, 
benchmarks, requirements, or disclosures based on characteristics protected 
under the Florida Civil  ights Act of 1992; or 

d. Policies or procedures requiring or encouraging employee participa-
tion in social justice programming, including, but not limited to, diversity, 
equity, or inclusion training. 

(3) Beginning July 1, 2023, and upon application for a license or license 
renewal, applicants and licensees must attest, under penalty of perjury, on a 
form prescribed by the commission whether the applicant or licensee is 
acting in compliance with subsections (1) and (2). 

(4) In addition to any sanctions and penalties under this chapter, a 
failure to comply with subsection (1) or engaging in a practice described in 
subsection (2) constitutes a violation of the Florida Deceptive and Unfair 
Trade Practices Act under part II of chapter 501. Notwithstanding s. 
501.211, violations must be enforced only by the enforcing authority, as 
defined in s. 501.203(2), and subject the violator to the sanctions and 
penalties provided for in that part. If such action is successful, the enforcing 
authority is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and costs. 

Section 22. Section 560.1115, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

560.1115 Unsafe and unsound practices.— 

(1) Licensees must make determinations about the provision or denial of 
services based on an analysis of risk factors unique to each current or 
prospective customer and may not engage in an unsafe and unsound practice 
as provided in subsection (2). This subsection does not restrict a licensee that 
claims a religious purpose from making such determinations based on the 
current or prospective customer’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or 
religious affiliations. 

(2) It is an unsafe and unsound practice for a licensee to deny or cancel its 
services to a person, or to otherwise discriminate against a person in making 
available such services or in the terms or conditions of such services, on the 
basis of: 

(a) The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations; 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (1), the person’s religious beliefs, 
religious exercise, or religious affiliations; 

(c) Any factor if it is not a quantitative, impartial, and risk-based 
standard, including any such factor related to the person’s business sector; 
or 

(d) The use of any rating, scoring, analysis, tabulation, or action that 
considers a social credit score based on factors including, but not limited to: 
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1. The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations. 

2. The person’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or religious affilia-
tions. 

3. The person’s lawful ownership of a firearm. 

4. The person’s engagement in the lawful manufacture, distribution, 
sale, purchase, or use of firearms or ammunition. 

5. The person’s engagement in the exploration, production, utilization, 
transportation, sale, or manufacture of fossil fuel-based energy, timber, 
mining, or agriculture. 

6. The person’s support of the state or Federal Government in combat-
ting illegal immigration, drug trafficking, or human trafficking. 

7. The person’s engagement with, facilitation of, employment by, support 
of, business relationship with, representation of, or advocacy for any person 
described in this paragraph. 

8. The person’s failure to meet or commit to meet, or expected failure to 
meet, any of the following as long as such person is in compliance with 
applicable state or federal law: 

a. Environmental standards, including emissions standards, bench-
marks, requirements, or disclosures; 

b. Social governance standards, benchmarks, or requirements, includ-
ing, but not limited to, environmental or social justice; 

c. Corporate board or company employment composition standards, 
benchmarks, requirements, or disclosures based on characteristics protected 
under the Florida Civil  ights Act of 1992; or 

d. Policies or procedures requiring or encouraging employee participa-
tion in social justice programming, including, but not limited to, diversity, 
equity, or inclusion training. 

(3) Beginning July 1, 2023, and upon application for a license or license 
renewal, applicants and licensees, as applicable, must attest, under penalty 
of perjury, on a form prescribed by the commission whether the applicant or 
licensee is acting in compliance with subsections (1) and (2). 

(4) In addition to any sanctions and penalties under this chapter, a 
failure to comply with subsection (1) or engaging in a practice described in 
subsection (2) constitutes a violation of the Florida Deceptive and Unfair 
Trade Practices Act under part II of chapter 501. Notwithstanding s. 
501.211, violations must be enforced only by the enforcing authority, as 
defined in s. 501.203(2), and subject the violator to the sanctions and 
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penalties provided for in that part. If such action is successful, the enforcing 
authority is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and costs. 

Section 23. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section 560.114, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

560.114 Disciplinary actions; penalties.— 

(1) The following actions by a money services business, authorized 
vendor, or affiliated party constitute grounds for the issuance of a cease and 
desist order; the issuance of a removal order; the denial, suspension, or 
revocation of a license; or taking any other action within the authority of the 
office pursuant to this chapter: 

(h) Engaging in an act prohibited under s. 560.111 or s. 560.1115. 

Section 24. Paragraph (y) of subsection (1) of section 655.005, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

655.005 Definitions.— 

(1) As used in the financial institutions codes, unless the context 
otherwise requires, the term: 

(y) “Unsafe or unsound practice” or “unsafe and unsound practice” 
means: 

1. Any practice or conduct found by the office to be contrary to generally 
accepted standards applicable to a financial institution, or a violation of any 
prior agreement in writing or order of a state or federal regulatory agency, 
which practice, conduct, or violation creates the likelihood of loss, insol-
vency, or dissipation of assets or otherwise prejudices the interest of the 
financial institution or its depositors or members. In making this determi-
nation, the office must consider the size and condition of the financial 
institution, the gravity of the violation, and the prior conduct of the person or 
institution involved; or 

2. Failure to comply with s. 655.0323(1), or engaging in a practice 
described in s. 655.0323(2). 

Section 25. Section 655.0323, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

655.0323 Unsafe and unsound practices.— 

(1) Financial institutions must make determinations about the provision 
or denial of services based on an analysis of risk factors unique to each 
current or prospective customer or member and may not engage in an unsafe 
and unsound practice as provided in subsection (2). This subsection does not 
restrict a financial institution that claims a religious purpose from making 
such determinations based on the current or prospective customer’s or 
member’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or religious affiliations. 
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(2) It is an unsafe and unsound practice for a financial institution to deny 
or cancel its services to a person, or to otherwise discriminate against a 
person in making available such services or in the terms or conditions of 
such services, on the basis of: 

(a) The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations; 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (1), the person’s religious beliefs, 
religious exercise, or religious affiliations; 

(c) Any factor if it is not a quantitative, impartial, and risk-based 
standard, including any such factor related to the person’s business sector; 
or 

(d) The use of any rating, scoring, analysis, tabulation, or action that 
considers a social credit score based on factors including, but not limited to: 

1. The person’s political opinions, speech, or affiliations. 

2. The person’s religious beliefs, religious exercise, or religious affilia-
tions. 

3. The person’s lawful ownership of a firearm. 

4. The person’s engagement in the lawful manufacture, distribution, 
sale, purchase, or use of firearms or ammunition. 

5. The person’s engagement in the exploration, production, utilization, 
transportation, sale, or manufacture of fossil fuel-based energy, timber, 
mining, or agriculture. 

6. The person’s support of the state or Federal Government in combat-
ting illegal immigration, drug trafficking, or human trafficking. 

7. The person’s engagement with, facilitation of, employment by, support 
of, business relationship with, representation of, or advocacy for any person 
described in this paragraph. 

8. The person’s failure to meet or commit to meet, or expected failure to 
meet, any of the following as long as such person is in compliance with 
applicable state or federal law: 

a. Environmental standards, including emissions standards, bench-
marks, requirements, or disclosures; 

b. Social governance standards, benchmarks, or requirements, includ-
ing, but not limited to, environmental or social justice; 

c. Corporate board or company employment composition standards, 
benchmarks, requirements, or disclosures based on characteristics protected 
under the Florida Civil  ights Act of 1992; or 
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d. Policies or procedures requiring or encouraging employee participa-
tion in social justice programming, including, but not limited to, diversity, 
equity, or inclusion training. 

(3) Beginning July 1, 2023, and by July 1 of each year thereafter, 
financial institutions subject to the financial institutions codes must attest, 
under penalty of perjury, on a form prescribed by the commission whether 
the entity is acting in compliance with subsections (1) and (2). 

(4) Engaging in a practice described in subsection (2) or failing to timely 
provide the attestation under subsection (3) is a failure to comply with this 
chapter, constitutes a violation of the financial institutions codes, and is 
subject to the applicable sanctions and penalties provided for in the financial 
institutions codes. 

(5) Notwithstanding ss. 501.211 and 501.212, a failure to comply with 
subsection (1) or engaging in a practice described in subsection (2) 
constitutes a violation of the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices 
Act under part II of chapter 501. Violations must be enforced only by the 
enforcing authority, as defined in s. 501.203(2), and subject the violator to 
the sanctions and penalties provided for in that part. If such action is 
successful, the enforcing authority is entitled to reasonable attorney fees and 
costs. 

(6) The office and the commission may not exercise authority pursuant to 
s. 655.061 in relation to this section. 

Section 26. Subsection (5) is added to section 1010.04, Florida Statutes, 
to read: 

1010.04 Purchasing.— 

(5) Beginning July 1, 2023, school districts, Florida College System 
institutions, and state universities may not: 

(a)  equest documentation of or consider a vendor’s social, political, or 
ideological interests. 

(b) Give preference to a vendor based on the vendor’s social, political, or 
ideological interests. 

Any solicitation for purchases and leases must include a provision notifying 
vendors of the provisions of this subsection. 

Section 27. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment made by 
this act to section 17.57, Florida Statutes, in references thereto, subsection 
(1) of section 17.61, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read: 

17.61 Chief Financial Officer; powers and duties in the investment of 
certain funds.— 
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(1) The Chief Financial Officer shall invest all general revenue funds and 
all the trust funds and all agency funds of each state agency, and of the 
judicial branch, as defined in s. 216.011, and may, upon request, invest funds 
of any board, association, or entity created by the State Constitution or by 
law, except for the funds required to be invested pursuant to ss. 215.44-
215.53, by the procedure and in the authorized securities prescribed in s. 
17.57; for this purpose, the Chief Financial Officer may open and maintain 
one or more demand and safekeeping accounts in any bank or savings 
association for the investment and reinvestment and the purchase, sale, and 
exchange of funds and securities in the accounts. Funds in such accounts 
used solely for investments and reinvestments shall be considered invest-
ment funds and not funds on deposit, and such funds shall be exempt from 
the provisions of chapter 280. In addition, the securities or investments 
purchased or held under the provisions of this section and s. 17.57 may be 
loaned to securities dealers and banks and may be registered by the Chief 
Financial Officer in the name of a third-party nominee in order to facilitate 
such loans, provided the loan is collateralized by cash or United States 
government securities having a market value of at least 100 percent of the 
market value of the securities loaned. The Chief Financial Officer shall keep 
a separate account, designated by name and number, of each fund. 
Individual transactions and totals of all investments, or the share belonging 
to each fund, shall be recorded in the accounts. 

Section 28. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment made by 
this act to section 215.47, Florida Statutes, in a reference thereto, subsection 
(3) of section 215.44, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read: 

215.44 Board of Administration; powers and duties in relation to 
investment of trust funds.— 

(3) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, all investments made by 
the State Board of Administration pursuant to ss. 215.44-215.53 shall be 
subject to the restrictions and limitations contained in s. 215.47, except that 
investments made by the State Board of Administration under a trust 
agreement pursuant to subsection (1) shall be subject only to the restrictions 
and limitations contained in the trust agreement. 

Section 29. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor May 2, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 2, 2023. 

26 
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

https://215.44-215.53


CHAPTE  2023-32 

Committee Substitute for 
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 258 

An act relating to prohibited applications on government-issued devices; 
creating s. 112.22, F.S.; defining terms; requiring public employers to take 
certain actions relating to prohibited applications; prohibiting employees 
and officers of public employers from downloading or accessing prohibited 
applications on government-issued devices; providing exceptions; provid-
ing a deadline by which specified employees must remove, delete, or 
uninstall a prohibited application; requiring the Department of Manage-
ment Services to compile a specified list and establish procedures for a 
specified waiver; authorizing the department to adopt emergency rules; 
requiring that such rulemaking occur within a specified timeframe; 
requiring the department to adopt specified rules; providing a declaration 
of important state interest; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 112.22, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

112.22 Use of applications from foreign countries of concern prohibited. 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Department” means the Department of Management Services. 

(b) “Employee or officer” means a person who performs labor or services 
for a public employer in exchange for salary, wages, or other remuneration. 

(c) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s  epublic of China, 
the  ussian Federation, the Islamic  epublic of Iran, the Democratic 
People’s  epublic of Korea, the  epublic of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime 
of Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian Arab  epublic, including any agency of or 
any other entity under significant control of such foreign country of concern. 

(d) “Foreign principal” means: 

1. The government or an official of the government of a foreign country of 
concern; 

2. A political party or a member of a political party or any subdivision of a 
political party in a foreign country of concern; 

3. A partnership, an association, a corporation, an organization, or 
another combination of persons organized under the laws of or having its 
principal place of business in a foreign country of concern, or an affiliate or a 
subsidiary thereof; or 
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4. Any person who is domiciled in a foreign country of concern and is not 
a citizen or a lawful permanent resident of the United States. 

(e) “Government-issued device” means a cellular telephone, desktop 
computer, laptop computer, computer tablet, or other electronic device 
capable of connecting to the Internet which is owned or leased by a public 
employer and issued to an employee or officer for work-related purposes. 

(f) “Prohibited application” means an application that meets the follow-
ing criteria: 

1. Any Internet application that is created, maintained, or owned by a 
foreign principal and that participates in activities that include, but are not 
limited to: 

a. Collecting keystrokes or sensitive personal, financial, proprietary, or 
other business data; 

b. Compromising e-mail and acting as a vector for ransomware deploy-
ment; 

c. Conducting cyber-espionage against a public employer; 

d. Conducting surveillance and tracking of individual users; or 

e. Using algorithmic modifications to conduct disinformation or mis-
information campaigns; or 

2. Any Internet application the department deems to present a security 
risk in the form of unauthorized access to or temporary unavailability of the 
public employer’s records, digital assets, systems, networks, servers, or 
information. 

(g) “Public employer” means the state or any agency, authority, branch, 
bureau, commission, department, division, special district, institution, 
university, institution of higher education, or board thereof; or any county, 
district school board, charter school governing board, or municipality, or any 
agency, branch, department, board, or metropolitan planning organization 
thereof. 

(2)(a) A public employer shall do all of the following: 

1. Block all prohibited applications from public access on any network 
and virtual private network that it owns, operates, or maintains. 

2.  estrict access to any prohibited application on a government-issued 
device. 

3.  etain the ability to remotely wipe and uninstall any prohibited 
application from a government-issued device that is believed to have been 
adversely impacted, either intentionally or unintentionally, by a prohibited 
application. 
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(b) A person, including an employee or officer of a public employer, may 
not download or access any prohibited application on any government-issued 
device. 

1. This paragraph does not apply to a law enforcement officer as defined 
in s. 943.10(1) if the use of the prohibited application is necessary to protect 
the public safety or conduct an investigation within the scope of his or her 
employment. 

2. A public employer may request a waiver from the department to allow 
designated employees or officers to download or access a prohibited 
application on a government-issued device. 

(c) Within 15 calendar days after the department issues or updates its 
list of prohibited applications pursuant to paragraph (3)(a), an employee or 
officer of a public employer who uses a government-issued device must 
remove, delete, or uninstall any prohibited applications from his or her 
government-issued device. 

(3) The department shall do all of the following: 

(a) Compile and maintain a list of prohibited applications and publish 
the list on its website. The department shall update this list quarterly and 
shall provide notice of any update to public employers. 

(b) Establish procedures for granting or denying requests for waivers 
pursuant to subparagraph (2)(b)2. The request for a waiver must include all 
of the following: 

1. A description of the activity to be conducted and the state interest 
furthered by the activity. 

2. The maximum number of government-issued devices and employees 
or officers to which the waiver will apply. 

3. The length of time necessary for the waiver. Any waiver granted 
pursuant to subparagraph (2)(b)2. must be limited to a timeframe of no more 
than 1 year, but the department may approve an extension. 

4.  isk mitigation actions that will be taken to prevent access to 
sensitive data, including methods to ensure that the activity does not 
connect to a state system, network, or server. 

5. A description of the circumstances under which the waiver applies. 

(4)(a) Notwithstanding s. 120.74(4) and (5), the department is author-
ized, and all conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules pursuant 
to s. 120.54(4) and to implement paragraph (3)(a). Such rulemaking must 
occur initially by filing emergency rules within 30 days after July 1, 2023. 
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(b) The department shall adopt rules necessary to administer this 
section. 

Section 2. The Legislature finds that a proper and legitimate state 
purpose is served when efforts are taken to secure a public employer’s 
system, network, or server. Therefore, the Legislature determines and 
declares that this act fulfills an important state interest. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor May 8, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 8, 2023. 
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CHAPTE  2023-33 

Committee Substitute for 
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 264 

An act relating to interests of foreign countries; creating s. 287.138, F.S.; 
defining terms; prohibiting governmental entities from knowingly enter-
ing into certain contracts; prohibiting governmental entities from taking 
specified actions after a specified date relating to contracts that give 
certain access to personal identifying information; providing an exception; 
authorizing the Attorney General to bring a civil action; providing 
penalties; requiring penalties to be deposited into the General  evenue 
Fund; requiring the Department of Management Services to adopt rules; 
creating s. 288.007, F.S.; defining terms; prohibiting governmental 
entities from knowingly entering into certain contracts; requiring govern-
mental entities to require an affidavit from applicants before providing 
any economic incentive; requiring the Department of Economic Opportu-
nity to adopt rules; providing a directive to the Division of Law  evision to 
create part III of ch. 692, F.S., to be entitled “Conveyances to Foreign 
Entities”; creating s. 692.201, F.S.; defining terms; creating ss. 692.202 
and 692.203, F.S.; prohibiting foreign principals from purchasing agri-
cultural land, or having more than a de minimus indirect interest in such 
land, and certain real property in this state, respectively; providing 
exceptions from ownership restrictions; authorizing foreign principals to 
continue to own or hold such land or property under certain circum-
stances; requiring certain foreign principals that own or acquire such land 
or real property to register with a specified department; requiring the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Department of 
Economic Opportunity, respectively, to establish a form for such registra-
tion; providing civil penalties; authorizing the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services and the Department of Economic Opportunity to 
place a lien against unregistered agricultural land or real property, 
respectively; requiring certain foreign principals to sell, transfer, or 
otherwise divest themselves of certain agricultural land or real property 
within a specified timeframe; requiring buyers of such land or property to 
provide a signed affidavit; specifying that the failure to maintain or obtain 
the affidavit does not affect the title or insurability of the title for the 
agricultural land or real property, respectively, or subject the closing 
agent to certain liability; authorizing the Florida  eal Estate Commission 
to adopt rules; authorizing that certain agricultural land or real property 
be forfeited to the state; authorizing the Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and the Department of Economic Opportunity to 
initiate civil actions for forfeiture of the interest in agricultural land or 
real property, respectively; requiring that such actions be filed in a certain 
circuit court; requiring clerks to record a lis pendens; requiring courts to 
advance the cause on the calendar; authorizing defendants to petition to 
modify or discharge the lis pendens; requiring the court to enter a specified 
final judgment under certain circumstances; authorizing the Department 
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of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Department of Economic 
Opportunity, respectively, to sell the agricultural land or real property; 
providing requirements for the proceeds from such sale; authorizing the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Department of 
Economic Opportunity, respectively, to seek a specified ex parte order; 
providing criminal penalties; requiring the Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and the Department of Economic Opportunity, 
respectively, to adopt rules; creating s. 692.204, F.S.; prohibiting the 
People’s  epublic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, any other 
political party or member of a political party in the People’s  epublic of 
China, and certain persons and entities from purchasing or acquiring real 
property in this state or having more than a de minimus indirect interest 
in such real property; providing exceptions from ownership restrictions; 
authorizing such persons and entities to continue to own or hold such real 
property under certain circumstances; requiring certain persons or 
entities that own or acquire real property in this state to register with 
the Department of Economic Opportunity by a specified date; requiring 
the Department of Economic Opportunity to establish a form for such 
registration; providing civil penalties; authorizing the Department of 
Economic Opportunity to place a lien against unregistered real property; 
requiring certain persons and entities to sell, transfer, or otherwise divest 
themselves of certain real property within a specified timeframe; requir-
ing buyers of real property to provide a signed affidavit; specifying that the 
failure to maintain or obtain the affidavit does not affect the title or 
insurability of the title for the real property or subject the closing agent to 
certain liability; authorizing the commission to adopt rules; authorizing 
certain real property to be forfeited to the state; authorizing the 
Department of Economic Opportunity to initiate civil actions for forfeiture 
of the interest in real property; requiring such actions to be filed in a 
certain circuit court; requiring clerks to record a lis pendens; requiring 
courts to advance the cause on the calendar; authorizing defendants to 
petition to modify or discharge the lis pendens; requiring the court to enter 
a specified final judgment under certain circumstances; authorizing the 
Department of Economic Opportunity to sell the real property; providing 
requirements for the proceeds from such sale; authorizing the Department 
of Economic Opportunity to seek a specified ex parte order; providing 
criminal penalties; requiring the Department of Economic Opportunity to 
adopt rules; creating s. 692.205, F.S.; providing an exception from 
ownership restrictions and registration requirements for real property 
that is used for diplomatic purposes; amending s. 408.051, F.S.; defining 
the terms “cloud computing” and “health care provider”; requiring that 
certain information held by health care providers that utilize certified 
electronic health record technology be maintained in specified locations; 
providing applicability; amending s. 408.810, F.S.; requiring a licensee to 
sign a specified affidavit upon initial application for a license and any 
renewal applications; authorizing disciplinary action by the Agency for 
Health Care Administration; prohibiting a person or entity that possesses 
a controlling interest from holding an interest in certain entities; 
providing definitions; amending s. 836.05, F.S.; providing enhanced 
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criminal penalties for threatening a person while acting as a foreign agent 
with the intent of benefiting a foreign country of concern; providing an 
effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 287.138, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

287.138 Contracting with entities of foreign countries of concern 
prohibited.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Controlling interest” means possession of the power to direct or 
cause the direction of the management or policies of a company, whether 
through ownership of securities, by contract, or otherwise. A person or entity 
that directly or indirectly has the right to vote 25 percent or more of the 
voting interests of the company or is entitled to 25 percent or more of its 
profits is presumed to possess a controlling interest. 

(b) “Department” means the Department of Management Services. 

(c) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s  epublic of China, 
the  ussian Federation, the Islamic  epublic of Iran, the Democratic 
People’s  epublic of Korea, the  epublic of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime 
of Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian Arab  epublic, including any agency of or 
any other entity of significant control of such foreign country of concern. 

(d) “Governmental entity” means any state, county, district, authority, 
or municipal officer, department, division, board, bureau, commission, or 
other separate unit of government created or established by law including, 
but not limited to, the Commission on Ethics, the Public Service Commis-
sion, the Office of Public Counsel, and any other public or private agency, 
person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on behalf of any 
public agency. 

(2) A governmental entity may not knowingly enter into a contract with 
an entity which would give access to an individual’s personal identifying 
information if: 

(a) The entity is owned by the government of a foreign country of 
concern; 

(b) The government of a foreign country of concern has a controlling 
interest in the entity; or 

(c) The entity is organized under the laws of or has its principal place of 
business in a foreign country of concern. 

(3) Beginning July 1, 2025, a governmental entity may not extend or 
renew a contract with an entity listed in paragraphs (2)(a)-(c) if the contract 
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would give such entity access to an individual’s personal identifying 
information. 

(4)(a) Beginning January 1, 2024, a governmental entity may not accept 
a bid on, a proposal for, or a reply to, or enter into, a contract with an entity 
which would grant the entity access to an individual’s personal identifying 
information unless the entity provides the governmental entity with an 
affidavit signed by an officer or representative of the entity under penalty of 
perjury attesting that the entity does not meet any of the criteria in 
paragraphs (2)(a)-(c). 

(b) Beginning July 1, 2025, when an entity extends or renews a contract 
with a governmental entity which would grant the entity access to an 
individual’s personal identifying information, the entity must provide the 
governmental entity with an affidavit signed by an officer or representative 
of the entity under penalty of perjury attesting that the entity does not meet 
any of the criteria in paragraphs (2)(a)-(c). 

(5) The Attorney General may bring a civil action in any court of 
competent jurisdiction against an entity that violates this section. Violations 
of this section may result in: 

(a) A civil penalty equal to twice the amount of the contract for which the 
entity submitted a bid or proposal for, replied to, or entered into; 

(b) Ineligibility to enter into, renew, or extend any contract, including 
any grant agreements, with any governmental entity for up to 5 years; 

(c) Ineligibility to receive or renew any license, certification, or credential 
issued by a governmental entity for up to 5 years; and 

(d) Placement on the suspended vendor list pursuant to s. 287.1351. 

(6) Any penalties collected under subsection (5) must be deposited into 
the General  evenue Fund. 

(7) The department shall adopt rules to implement this section, includ-
ing rules establishing the form for the affidavit required under subsection 
(4). 

Section 2. Section 288.007, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

288.007 Economic incentives to foreign countries of concern prohibited. 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Controlled by” means having possession of the power to direct or 
cause the direction of the management or policies of a company, whether 
through ownership of securities, by contract, or otherwise. A person or entity 
that directly or indirectly has the right to vote 25 percent or more of the 
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voting interests of the company or that is entitled to 25 percent or more of its 
profits is presumed to control the foreign entity. 

(b) “Economic incentive” means all programs administered by, or for 
which an applicant for the program must seek certification, approval, or 
other action by, the department under this chapter, chapter 212, or chapter 
220; and all local economic development programs, grants, or financial 
benefits administered by a political subdivision or an agent thereof. 

(c) “Foreign country of concern” has the same meaning as in s. 692.201. 

(d) “Foreign entity” means an entity that is: 

1. Owned or controlled by the government of a foreign country of concern; 
or 

2. A partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other combi-
nation of persons organized under the laws of or having its principal place of 
business in a foreign country of concern, or a subsidiary of such entity. 

(e) “Government entity” means a state agency, a political subdivision, or 
any other public or private agency, person, partnership, corporation, or 
business entity acting on behalf of any public agency. 

(2) A government entity may not knowingly enter into an agreement or 
contract for an economic incentive with a foreign entity. 

(3) Before providing any economic incentive, a government entity must 
require the recipient or applicant to provide the government entity with an 
affidavit signed under penalty of perjury attesting that the recipient or 
applicant is not a foreign entity. 

(4) The department shall adopt rules to administer this section, 
including rules establishing the form for the affidavit required under 
subsection (3). 

Section 3. The Division of Law  evision is directed to create part III of 
chapter 692, Florida Statutes, consisting of ss. 692.201, 692.202, 692.203, 
692.204, and 692.205, Florida Statutes, to be entitled “Conveyances to 
Foreign Entities.” 

Section 4. Section 692.201, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

692.201 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term: 

(1) “Agricultural land” means land classified as agricultural under s. 
193.461. 

(2) “Critical infrastructure facility” means any of the following, if it 
employs measures such as fences, barriers, or guard posts that are designed 
to exclude unauthorized persons: 
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(a) A chemical manufacturing facility. 

(b) A refinery. 

(c) An electrical power plant as defined in s. 403.031(20). 

(d) A water treatment facility or wastewater treatment plant. 

(e) A liquid natural gas terminal. 

(f) A telecommunications central switching office. 

(g) A gas processing plant, including a plant used in the processing, 
treatment, or fractionation of natural gas. 

(h) A seaport as listed in s. 311.09. 

(i) A spaceport territory as defined in s. 331.303(18). 

(j) An airport as defined in s. 333.01. 

(3) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s  epublic of China, 
the  ussian Federation, the Islamic  epublic of Iran, the Democratic 
People’s  epublic of Korea, the  epublic of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime 
of Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian Arab  epublic, including any agency of or 
any other entity of significant control of such foreign country of concern. 

(4) “Foreign principal” means: 

(a) The government or any official of the government of a foreign country 
of concern; 

(b) A political party or member of a political party or any subdivision of a 
political party in a foreign country of concern; 

(c) A partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other com-
bination of persons organized under the laws of or having its principal place 
of business in a foreign country of concern, or a subsidiary of such entity; or 

(d) Any person who is domiciled in a foreign country of concern and is not 
a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States. 

(e) Any person, entity, or collection of persons or entities, described in 
paragraphs (a) through (d) having a controlling interest in a partnership, 
association, corporation, organization, trust, or any other legal entity or 
subsidiary formed for the purpose of owning real property in this state. 

(5) “Military installation” means a base, camp, post, station, yard, or 
center encompassing at least 10 contiguous acres that is under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Defense or its affiliates. 
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(6) “ eal property” means land, buildings, fixtures, and all other 
improvements to land. 

Section 5. Section 692.202, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

692.202 Purchase of agricultural land by foreign principals prohibited. 

(1) A foreign principal may not directly or indirectly own, have a 
controlling interest in, or acquire by purchase, grant, devise, or descent 
agricultural land or any interest, except a de minimus indirect interest, in 
such land in this state. A foreign principal has a de minimus indirect interest 
if any ownership is the result of the foreign principal’s ownership of 
registered equities in a publicly traded company owning the land and if 
the foreign principal’s ownership interest in the company is either: 

(a) Less than 5 percent of any class of registered equities or less than 5 
percent in the aggregate in multiple classes of registered equities; or 

(b) A noncontrolling interest in an entity controlled by a company that is 
both registered with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission 
as an investment adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, as 
amended, and is not a foreign entity. 

(2) A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or acquires 
agricultural land or any interest in such land in this state before July 1, 
2023, may continue to own or hold such land or interest, but may not 
purchase or otherwise acquire by grant, devise, or descent any additional 
agricultural land or interest in such land in this state. 

(3)(a) A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or acquires 
agricultural land or any interest in such land in this state before July 1, 
2023, must register with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services by January 1, 2024. The department must establish a form for such 
registration, which, at minimum, must include all of the following: 

1. The name of the owner of the agricultural land or the owner of the 
interest in such land. 

2. The address of the agricultural land, the property appraiser’s parcel 
identification number, and the property’s legal description. 

3. The number of acres of the agricultural land. 

(b) A foreign principal that fails to timely file a registration with the 
department is subject to a civil penalty of $1,000 for each day that the 
registration is late. The department may place a lien against the unregis-
tered agricultural land for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed 
under this paragraph. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a foreign principal may acquire 
agricultural land on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through the 
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enforcement of security interests, or through the collection of debts, provided 
that the foreign principal sells, transfers, or otherwise divests itself of the 
agricultural land within 3 years after acquiring the agricultural land. 

(5)(a) At the time of purchase, a buyer of agricultural land or an interest 
in such land must provide an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury 
attesting that the buyer is: 

1. Not a foreign principal; and 

2. In compliance with the requirements of this section. 

(b) The failure to obtain or maintain the affidavit does not: 

1. Affect the title or insurability of the title for the agricultural land; or 

2. Subject the closing agent to civil or criminal liability, unless the 
closing agent has actual knowledge that the transaction will result in a 
violation of this section. 

(c) The Florida  eal Estate Commission shall adopt rules to implement 
this subsection, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit 
required under this subsection. 

(6)(a) The agricultural land or an interest in such land that is owned or 
acquired in violation of this section may be forfeited to the state. 

(b) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may initiate 
a civil action in the circuit court of the county in which the property lies for 
the forfeiture of the agricultural land or any interest therein. 

(c) Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis pendens in 
accordance with s. 48.23. The court must advance the cause on the calendar. 
The defendant may at any time petition to modify or discharge the lis 
pendens based upon a finding that there is no probable cause to believe that 
the agricultural land, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of 
this section. 

(d) If the court finds that the agricultural land, or any portion thereof, is 
owned or held in violation of this section, the court must enter a final 
judgment of forfeiture vesting title to the agricultural land in this state, 
subject only to the rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such 
final judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 

(e) The department may sell the agricultural land subject to a final 
judgment of forfeiture. Any proceeds from the sale must first be paid to any 
lienholders of the land, followed by payment of any outstanding fines 
assessed pursuant to this section, after which the department must be 
reimbursed for all costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs 
related to the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be paid to the 
property owner. 
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(f) At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the department may 
seek an ex parte order of seizure of the agricultural land upon a showing that 
the defendant’s control of the agricultural land constitutes a clear and 
present danger to the state. 

(7) A foreign principal that purchases or acquires agricultural land or 
any interest therein in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of 
the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(8) A person who knowingly sells agricultural land or any interest 
therein in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the second 
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(9) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall adopt 
rules to implement this section. 

Section 6. Section 692.203, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

692.203 Purchase of real property on or around military installations or 
critical infrastructure facilities by foreign principals prohibited.— 

(1) A foreign principal may not directly or indirectly own, or have a 
controlling interest in, or acquire by purchase, grant, devise, or descent any 
interest, except a de minimus indirect interest, in real property on or within 
10 miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure facility in this 
state. A foreign principal has a de minimus indirect interest if any ownership 
is the result of the foreign principal’s ownership of registered equities in a 
publicly traded company owning the land and if the foreign principal’s 
ownership interest in the company is either: 

(a) Less than 5 percent of any class of registered equities or less than 5 
percent in the aggregate in multiple classes of registered equities; or 

(b) A noncontrolling interest in an entity controlled by a company that is 
both registered with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission 
as an investment adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, as 
amended, and is not a foreign entity. 

(2) A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or acquires any 
interest in real property on or within 10 miles of any military installation or 
critical infrastructure facility in this state before July 1, 2023, may continue 
to own or hold such real property, but may not purchase or otherwise acquire 
by grant, devise, or descent any additional real property on or within 10 
miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure facility in this 
state. 

(3)(a) A foreign principal must register with the Department of Economic 
Opportunity if the foreign principal owns or acquires real property on or 
within 10 miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure facility 
in this state as authorized under subsection (4) or if the foreign principal 
owned or acquired an interest, other than a de minimus indirect interest, in 
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such property before July 1, 2023. The department must establish a form for 
such registration which, at a minimum, must include all of the following: 

1. The name of the owner of the real property. 

2. The address of the real property, the property appraiser’s parcel 
identification number, and the property’s legal description. 

(b) A foreign principal that fails to timely file a registration with the 
department is subject to a civil penalty of $1,000 for each day that the 
registration is late. A foreign principal must register a property interest 
owned before July 1, 2023, by December 31, 2023. The registration is 
considered to be late after January 31, 2024. A foreign principal who owns or 
acquires real property on or after July 1, 2023, as authorized under 
subsection (4), must register the real property within 30 days after the 
property is owned or acquired. The department may place a lien against the 
unregistered real property for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed 
under this paragraph. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1) a foreign principal who is a natural 
person may purchase one residential real property that is up to 2 acres in 
size if all of the following apply: 

(a) The parcel is not on or within 5 miles of any military installation in 
this state. 

(b) The person has a current verified United States Visa that is not 
limited to authorizing tourist-based travel or official documentation 
confirming that the person has been granted asylum in the United States, 
and such visa or documentation authorizes the person to be legally present 
within this state. 

(c) The purchase is in the name of the person who holds the visa or 
official documentation described in paragraph (b). 

(5) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), a foreign principal may 
acquire real property or any interest therein which is on or within 10 miles of 
any military installation or critical infrastructure facility in this state on or 
after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through the enforcement of security 
interests, or through the collection of debts, provided that the foreign 
principal sells, transfers, or otherwise divests itself of such real property 
within 3 years after acquiring the real property. 

(6)(a) At the time of purchase, a buyer of the real property that is on or 
within 10 miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure facility 
in this state must provide an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury 
attesting that the buyer is: 

1. Not a foreign principal or not a foreign principal prohibited from 
purchasing the subject real property; and 
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2. In compliance with the requirements of this section. 

(b) The failure to obtain or maintain the affidavit does not: 

1. Affect the title or insurability of the title for the real property; or 

2. Subject the closing agent to civil or criminal liability, unless the 
closing agent has actual knowledge that the transaction will result in a 
violation of this section. 

(c) The Florida  eal Estate Commission shall adopt rules to implement 
this subsection, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit 
required under this subsection. 

(7)(a) If any real property is owned or acquired in violation of this 
section, the real property may be forfeited to the state. 

(b) The Department of Economic Opportunity may initiate a civil action 
in the circuit court of the county in which the property lies for the forfeiture 
of the real property or any interest therein. 

(c) Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis pendens in 
accordance with s. 48.23. The court must advance the cause on the calendar. 
The defendant may at any time petition to modify or discharge the lis 
pendens based upon a finding that there is no probable cause to believe that 
the real property, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this 
section. 

(d) If the court finds that the real property, or any portion thereof, is 
owned or held in violation of this section, the court must enter a final 
judgment of forfeiture vesting title to the real property in this state, subject 
only to the rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such final 
judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 

(e) The department may sell the real property subject to a final judgment 
of forfeiture. Any proceeds from the sale must first be paid to any lienholders 
of the land, followed by payment of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant 
to this section, after which the department must be reimbursed for all costs 
related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs related to the sale of the 
land. Any remaining proceeds must be paid to the property owner. 

(f) At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the department may 
seek an ex parte order of seizure of the real property upon a showing that the 
defendant’s control of the real property constitutes a clear and present 
danger to the state. 

(8) A foreign principal that purchases or acquires real property or any 
interest therein in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the 
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 
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(9) A person who knowingly sells real property or any interest therein in 
violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(10) The Department of Economic Opportunity shall adopt rules to 
implement this section. 

Section 7. Section 692.204, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

692.204 Purchase or acquisition of real property by the People’s  epublic 
of China prohibited.— 

(1)(a) The following persons or entities may not directly or indirectly 
own, have a controlling interest in, or acquire by purchase, grant, devise, or 
descent any interest, except a de minimus indirect interest, in real property 
in this state: 

1. The People’s  epublic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, or any 
official or member of the People’s  epublic of China or the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

2. Any other political party or member of a political party or a 
subdivision of a political party in the People’s  epublic of China. 

3. A partnership, an association, a corporation, an organization, or any 
other combination of persons organized under the laws of or having its 
principal place of business in the People’s  epublic of China, or a subsidiary 
of such entity. 

4. Any person who is domiciled in the People’s  epublic of China and who 
is not a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States. 

5. Any person, entity, or collection of persons or entities described in 
subparagraphs 1. through 4. having a controlling interest in a partnership, 
association, corporation, organization, trust, or any other legal entity or 
subsidiary formed for the purpose of owning real property in this state. 

(b) A person or entity has a de minimus indirect interest if any 
ownership is the result of the person’s or entity’s ownership of registered 
equities in a publicly traded company owning the land and if the person’s or 
entity’s ownership interest in the company is either: 

1. Less than 5 percent of any class of registered equities or less than 5 
percent in the aggregate in multiple classes of registered equities; or 

2. A noncontrolling interest in an entity controlled by a company that is 
both registered with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission 
as an investment adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, as 
amended, and is not a foreign entity. 
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(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a natural person described in 
paragraph (1)(a) may purchase one residential real property that is up to 
2 acres in size if all of the following apply: 

(a) The parcel is not on or within 5 miles of any military installation in 
this state. 

(b) The person has a current verified United States Visa that is not 
limited to authorizing tourist-based travel or official documentation 
confirming that the person has been granted asylum in the United States 
and such visa or documentation authorizes the person to be legally present 
within this state. 

(c) The purchase is in the name of the person who holds the visa or 
official documentation described in paragraph (b). 

(3) A person or entity described in paragraph (1)(a) that directly or 
indirectly owns or acquires any interest in real property in this state before 
July 1, 2023, may continue to own or hold such real property, but may not 
purchase or otherwise acquire by grant, devise, or descent any additional 
real property in this state. 

(4)(a) A person or entity described in paragraph (1)(a), subsection (2), or 
subsection (5) must register with the Department of Economic Opportunity 
if the person or entity owns or acquires more than a de minimus indirect 
interest in real property in this state. The department must establish a form 
for such registration which, at a minimum, must include all of the following: 

1. The name of the owner of the real property. 

2. The address of the real property, the property appraiser’s parcel 
identification number, and the property’s legal description. 

(b) A person or entity that fails to timely file a registration with the 
department is subject to a civil penalty of $1,000 for each day that the 
registration is late. The person or entity subject to the registration 
requirements must register the property or property interests owned or 
acquired before July 1, 2023, by December 31, 2023. The registration is 
considered to be late 30 days after January 31, 2024. A person or entity that 
owns or acquires real property or an interest in real property as authorized 
under subsection (2) or subsection (5), other than a de minimus indirect 
interest, on or after July 1, 2023, must register the real property or interest 
within 30 days after the property or interest is owned or acquired. The 
department may place a lien against the unregistered real property for the 
unpaid balance of any penalties assessed under this paragraph. 

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a person or an entity described in 
paragraph (1)(a) may acquire real property in this state on or after July 1, 
2023, by devise or descent, through the enforcement of security interests, or 
through the collection of debts, provided that the person or entity sells, 
transfers, or otherwise divests itself of such real property within 3 years 
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after acquiring the real property, unless the person or entity is exempt under 
s. 692.205. 

(6)(a) At the time of purchase, a buyer of real property in this state must 
provide an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury attesting that the buyer 
is: 

1. Not a person or entity described in paragraph (1)(a) or that the buyer 
is a person described in paragraph (1)(a) but is authorized under subsection 
(2) to purchase the subject property; and 

2. In compliance with the requirements of this section. 

(b) The failure to obtain or maintain the affidavit does not: 

1. Affect the title or insurability of the title for the real property; or 

2. Subject the closing agent to civil or criminal liability, unless the 
closing agent has actual knowledge that the transaction will result in a 
violation of this section. 

(c) The Florida  eal Estate Commission shall adopt rules to implement 
this subsection, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit 
required under this subsection. 

(7)(a) If any real property is owned or acquired in violation of this 
section, the real property may be forfeited to the state. 

(b) The Department of Economic Opportunity may initiate a civil action 
in the circuit court of the county in which the property lies for the forfeiture 
of the real property or any interest therein. 

(c) Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis pendens in 
accordance with s. 48.23. The court must advance the cause on the calendar. 
The defendant may at any time petition to modify or discharge the lis 
pendens based upon a finding that there is no probable cause to believe that 
the real property, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this 
section. 

(d) If the court finds that the real property, or any portion thereof, is 
owned or held in violation of this section, the court must enter a final 
judgment of forfeiture vesting title to the real property in this state, subject 
only to the rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such final 
judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 

(e) The department may sell the real property subject to a final judgment 
of forfeiture. Any proceeds from the sale must first be paid to any lienholders 
of the land, followed by payment of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant 
to this section, after which the department must be reimbursed for all costs 
related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs related to the sale of the 
land. Any remaining proceeds must be paid to the property owner. 
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(f) At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the department may 
seek an ex parte order of seizure of the real property upon a showing that the 
defendant’s control of the real property constitutes a clear and present 
danger to the state. 

(8) A violation of this section constitutes a felony of the third degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(9) A person who knowingly sells real property or any interest therein in 
violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(10) The Department of Economic Opportunity shall adopt rules to 
implement this section. 

Section 8. Section 692.205, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 

692.205 Inapplicability of this part to real property for diplomatic 
purposes.—This part does not apply to a foreign principal that acquires 
real property for a diplomatic purpose that is recognized, acknowledged, or 
allowed by the Federal Government. 

Section 9. Present subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section 408.051, Florida 
Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (4), (5), and (6), respectively, a new 
subsection (3) is added to that section, and subsection (2) of that section is 
reordered and amended, to read: 

408.051 Florida Electronic Health  ecords Exchange Act.— 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 

(c)(a) “Electronic health record” means a record of a person’s medical 
treatment which is created by a licensed health care provider and stored in 
an interoperable and accessible digital format. 

(i)(b) “Qualified electronic health record” means an electronic record of 
health-related information concerning an individual which includes patient 
demographic and clinical health information, such as medical history and 
problem lists, and which has the capacity to provide clinical decision 
support, to support physician order entry, to capture and query information 
relevant to health care quality, and to exchange electronic health informa-
tion with, and integrate such information from, other sources. 

(a)(c) “Certified electronic health record technology” means a qualified 
electronic health record that is certified pursuant to s. 3001(c)(5) of the 
Public Health Service Act as meeting standards adopted under s. 3004 of 
such act which are applicable to the type of record involved, such as an 
ambulatory electronic health record for office-based physicians or an 
inpatient hospital electronic health record for hospitals. 

(b) “Cloud computing” has the same meaning as in s. 282.0041. 
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(d) “Health care provider” means any of the following: 

1. A provider as defined in s. 408.803. 

2. A health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001. 

3. A health care professional certified under part IV of chapter 468. 

4. A home health aide as defined in s. 400.462. 

5. A service provider as defined in s. 394.455 and the service provider’s 
clinical and nonclinical staff who provide inpatient or outpatient services. 

6. A continuing care facility licensed under chapter 651. 

7. A pharmacy permitted under chapter 465. 

(e)(d) “Health record” means any information, recorded in any form or 
medium, which relates to the past, present, or future health of an individual 
for the primary purpose of providing health care and health-related services. 

(f)(e) “Identifiable health record” means any health record that identifies 
the patient or with respect to which there is a reasonable basis to believe the 
information can be used to identify the patient. 

(g)(f) “Patient” means an individual who has sought, is seeking, is 
undergoing, or has undergone care or treatment in a health care facility or by 
a health care provider. 

(h)(g) “Patient representative” means a parent of a minor patient, a 
court-appointed guardian for the patient, a health care surrogate, or a 
person holding a power of attorney or notarized consent appropriately 
executed by the patient granting permission to a health care facility or 
health care provider to disclose the patient’s health care information to that 
person. In the case of a deceased patient, the term also means the personal 
representative of the estate of the deceased patient; the deceased patient’s 
surviving spouse, surviving parent, or surviving adult child; the parent or 
guardian of a surviving minor child of the deceased patient; the attorney for 
the patient’s surviving spouse, parent, or adult child; or the attorney for the 
parent or guardian of a surviving minor child. 

(3) SECU ITY AND STO AGE OF PE SONAL MEDICAL INFO MA-
TION.—In addition to the requirements in 45 C.F. . part 160 and subparts 
A and C of part 164, a health care provider that utilizes certified electronic 
health record technology must ensure that all patient information stored in 
an offsite physical or virtual environment, including through a third-party 
or subcontracted computing facility or an entity providing cloud computing 
services, is physically maintained in the continental United States or its 
territories or Canada. This subsection applies to all qualified electronic 
health records that are stored using any technology that can allow 
information to be electronically retrieved, accessed, or transmitted. 
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Section 10. Subsections (14) and (15) are added to section 408.810, 
Florida Statutes, to read: 

408.810 Minimum licensure requirements.—In addition to the licensure 
requirements specified in this part, authorizing statutes, and applicable 
rules, each applicant and licensee must comply with the requirements of this 
section in order to obtain and maintain a license. 

(14) The licensee must sign an affidavit at the time of his or her initial 
application for a license and on any renewal applications thereafter that 
attests under penalty of perjury that he or she is in compliance with s. 
408.051(3). The licensee must remain in compliance with s. 408.051(3) or the 
licensee shall be subject to disciplinary action by the agency. 

(15)(a) The licensee must ensure that a person or entity who possesses a 
controlling interest does not hold, either directly or indirectly, regardless of 
ownership structure, an interest in an entity that has a business relation-
ship with a foreign country of concern or that is subject to s. 287.135. 

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term: 

1. “Business relationship” means engaging in commerce in any form, 
including, but not limited to, acquiring, developing, maintaining, owning, 
selling, possessing, leasing, or operating equipment, facilities, personnel, 
products, services, personal property, real property, military equipment, or 
any other apparatus of business or commerce. 

2. “Foreign country of concern” has the same meaning as in s. 692.201. 

3. “Interest” has the same meaning as in s. 286.101(1). 

Section 11. Section 836.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

836.05 Threats; extortion.— 

(1) Whoever, either verbally or by a written or printed communication, 
maliciously threatens to accuse another of any crime or offense, or by such 
communication maliciously threatens an injury to the person, property or 
reputation of another, or maliciously threatens to expose another to 
disgrace, or to expose any secret affecting another, or to impute any 
deformity or lack of chastity to another, with intent thereby to extort 
money or any pecuniary advantage whatsoever, or with intent to compel the 
person so threatened, or any other person, to do any act or refrain from doing 
any act against his or her will, commits shall be guilty of a felony of the 
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(2) A person who commits a violation of subsection (1) and at the time of 
the violation is acting as a foreign agent, as defined in s. 812.081(1), with the 
intent of benefiting a foreign country of concern, as defined in s. 692.201, 
commits a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 
775.083, or s. 775.084. 
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Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor May 8, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 8, 2023. 
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CHAPTE  2023-264 

Senate Bill No. 7008 

An act relating to a review under the Open Government Sunset  eview Act; 
amending s. 119.071, F.S., which provides an exemption from public 
records for building plans, blueprints, schematic drawings, and diagrams, 
including draft, preliminary, and final formats, which depict the internal 
layout or structural elements of an attractions and recreation facility, 
entertainment or resort complex, industrial complex, retail and service 
development, office development, health care facility, or hotel or motel 
development; removing a provision authorizing disclosure of exempt 
information under certain circumstances; removing the scheduled repeal 
of the exemption; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section 119.071, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

119.071 General exemptions from inspection or copying of public 
records.— 

(3) SECU ITY AND FI ESAFETY.— 

(c)1. Building plans, blueprints, schematic drawings, and diagrams, 
including draft, preliminary, and final formats, which depict the internal 
layout or structural elements of an attractions and recreation facility, 
entertainment or resort complex, industrial complex, retail and service 
development, office development, health care facility, or hotel or motel 
development, which records are held by an agency are exempt from s. 
119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution. 

2. This exemption applies to any such records held by an agency before, 
on, or after the effective date of this act. 

3. Information made exempt by this paragraph may be disclosed to 
another governmental entity if disclosure is necessary for the receiving 
entity to perform its duties and responsibilities; to the owner or owners of the 
structure in question or the owner’s legal representative; or upon a showing 
of good cause before a court of competent jurisdiction. 

4. This paragraph does not apply to comprehensive plans or site plans, or 
amendments thereto, which are submitted for approval or which have been 
approved under local land development regulations, local zoning regula-
tions, or development-of-regional-impact review. 

4.5. As used in this paragraph, the term: 
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a. “Attractions and recreation facility” means any sports, entertainment, 
amusement, or recreation facility, including, but not limited to, a sports 
arena, stadium, racetrack, tourist attraction, amusement park, or pari-
mutuel facility that: 

(I) For single-performance facilities: 

(A) Provides single-performance facilities; or 

(B) Provides more than 10,000 permanent seats for spectators. 

(II) For serial-performance facilities: 

(A) Provides parking spaces for more than 1,000 motor vehicles; or 

(B) Provides more than 4,000 permanent seats for spectators. 

b. “Entertainment or resort complex” means a theme park comprised of 
at least 25 acres of land with permanent exhibitions and a variety of 
recreational activities, which has at least 1 million visitors annually who pay 
admission fees thereto, together with any lodging, dining, and recreational 
facilities located adjacent to, contiguous to, or in close proximity to the theme 
park, as long as the owners or operators of the theme park, or a parent or 
related company or subsidiary thereof, has an equity interest in the lodging, 
dining, or recreational facilities or is in privity therewith. Close proximity 
includes an area within a 5-mile radius of the theme park complex. 

c. “Industrial complex” means any industrial, manufacturing, proces-
sing, distribution, warehousing, or wholesale facility or plant, as well as 
accessory uses and structures, under common ownership that: 

(I) Provides onsite parking for more than 250 motor vehicles; 

(II) Encompasses 500,000 square feet or more of gross floor area; or 

(III) Occupies a site of 100 acres or more, but excluding wholesale 
facilities or plants that primarily serve or deal onsite with the general public. 

d. “ etail and service development” means any retail, service, or 
wholesale business establishment or group of establishments which deals 
primarily with the general public onsite and is operated under one common 
property ownership, development plan, or management that: 

(I) Encompasses more than 400,000 square feet of gross floor area; or 

(II) Provides parking spaces for more than 2,500 motor vehicles. 

e. “Office development” means any office building or park operated 
under common ownership, development plan, or management that encom-
passes 300,000 or more square feet of gross floor area. 
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f. “Health care facility” means a hospital, ambulatory surgical center, 
nursing home, hospice, or intermediate care facility for the developmentally 
disabled. 

g. “Hotel or motel development” means any hotel or motel development 
that accommodates 350 or more units. 

6. This paragraph is subject to the Open Government Sunset  eview Act 
in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repealed on October 2, 2023, 
unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the 
Legislature. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor June 19, 2023. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 19, 2023. 
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House Bill No. 7007 

An act relating to a review under the Open Government Sunset  eview Act; 
amending s. 119.071, F.S., which provides an exemption from public 
records requirements for certain security or firesafety system plans; 
removing the scheduled repeal of the exemption; repealing s. 281.301, 
F.S., relating to security and firesafety systems; amending s. 286.0113, 
F.S., which provides an exemption from public meeting requirements for 
the portion of a meeting that would reveal a security or firesafety system 
plan or portion thereof; removing the scheduled repeal of the exemption; 
amending s. 1006.1493, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by 
the act; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 119.071, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 

119.071 General exemptions from inspection or copying of public 
records.— 

(3) SECU ITY AND FI ESAFETY.— 

(a)1. As used in this paragraph, the term “security or firesafety system 
plan” includes all: 

a.  ecords, information, photographs, audio and visual presentations, 
schematic diagrams, surveys, recommendations, or consultations or portions 
thereof relating directly to the physical security or firesafety of the facility or 
revealing security or firesafety systems; 

b. Threat assessments conducted by any agency or any private entity; 

c. Threat response plans; 

d. Emergency evacuation plans; 

e. Sheltering arrangements; or 

f. Manuals for security or firesafety personnel, emergency equipment, or 
security or firesafety training. 

2. A security or firesafety system plan or portion thereof for: 

a. Any property owned by or leased to the state or any of its political 
subdivisions; or 

b. Any privately owned or leased property 
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held by an agency is confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), 
Art. I of the State Constitution. This exemption is remedial in nature, and it 
is the intent of the Legislature that this exemption apply to security or 
firesafety system plans held by an agency before, on, or after April 6, 2018 
the effective date of this paragraph. This paragraph is subject to the Open 
Government Sunset  eview Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand 
repealed on October 2, 2023, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through 
reenactment by the Legislature. 

3. Information made confidential and exempt by this paragraph may be 
disclosed: 

a. To the property owner or leaseholder; 

b. In furtherance of the official duties and responsibilities of the agency 
holding the information; 

c. To another local, state, or federal agency in furtherance of that 
agency’s official duties and responsibilities; or 

d. Upon a showing of good cause before a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Section 2. Section 281.301, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 286.0113, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

286.0113 General exemptions from public meetings.— 

(1) That portion of a meeting that would reveal a security or firesafety 
system plan or portion thereof made confidential and exempt by s. 
119.071(3)(a) is exempt from s. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. I of the State 
Constitution. This subsection is subject to the Open Government Sunset 
 eview Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repealed on October 
2, 2023, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the 
Legislature. 

Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 1006.1493, Florida Statutes, is 
amended to read: 

1006.1493 Florida Safe Schools Assessment Tool.— 

(5) In accordance with s. 119.071(3)(a) ss. 119.071(3)(a) and 281.301, 
data and information related to security risk assessments administered 
pursuant to this section and s. 1006.07(6) and the security information 
contained in the annual report required pursuant to subsection (4) are 
confidential and exempt from public records requirements. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect October 1, 2023. 

Approved by the Governor May 11, 2023. 
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Filed in Office Secretary of State May 11, 2023. 
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MIAMI WORLD CENTER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FISCAL YEAR 2023/2024 MEETING SCHEDULE 

LOCATION 
Caoba Sales Center Management Office 

698 NE 1st Ave., G188, Miami, Florida 33132 

DATE POTENTIAL DISCUSSION/FOCUS TIME 

October 17, 2023 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

November 7, 2023 Landowners’ Meeting 11:00 AM 

November 21, 2023 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

December 19, 2023 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

January 16, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

February 20, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

March 19, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

April 16, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

May 21, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

June 18, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

July 16, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

August 20, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 

September 17, 2024 Regular Meeting 11:30 AM 


	AGENDA LETTER: October 17, 2023 Meeting Agenda
	TAB 3: Consideration of Responses to RFP for Security Services
	TAB 3A: Affidavit of Publication
	TAB 3B: RFP Package
	TAB 3D: Evaluation Matrix/Ranking

	TAB 4: Ratification of Jones Lang Lasalle Americas, Inc., Third Amendment to Property Management Services Agreement 
	UNAUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: Acceptance of Unaudited Financial Statements as of August 31, 2023
	MINUTES: Approval of July 18, 2023 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes
	STAFF REPORTS
	STAFF REPORTS A: District Counsel: Billing, Cochran, Lyles, Mauro & Ramsey, P.A. •	Memorandum Regarding 2023 Legislative Update
	STAFF REPORTS D: UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
November 7, 2023 at 11:00 AM [Landowners’ Meeting (the Board is not required to attend)] 
➢ November 21, 2023 at 11:30 AM [Regular Meeting]




